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It  is  a  Book  admirably  fitted  by  its  proper  reprefcntation  of  the 
4 Tradesman's  Duties ,  ar.d  the  clofe  and  'warm  enforcement  of  them 
upon  the  Conference,  to  do  excellent  fcrvice ,  under  the  blefjing  of 

God,  to  the  Jhop  and  to  the  eWorld. - The  following  Jheets  con * 

tain  a  rich  Treafure  of  wholefome  Injlruaion ,  fucb  as  every 
Tradesman  Jhould  Write  upon  his  heart ,  and  pra&ice  in  bis  Shop 
and  Family . 
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TO  THE 


READER. 

rHE  Reverend  Mr.  Richard  Steele, 
a  worthy  minijler  in  the  lafi  century , 
publijhed  a  Treatife,  entitled ,  The 
Tradesman’s  Calling  y  a  Book  admirably 
fitted ,  by  its  proper  reprefentation  of  the 
'Tradesman's  duties ,  and  the  cloje  and  warm 
enforcement  of  them  upon  the  confidence ,  from 
the  arguments  of  Scripture  and  Reafon ,  to  do 
excellent  fervice  ( under  the  beffing  of  God ) 
to  the  fijop  and  to  the  world.  This  piece 
is  now  very  little  known  the  chief  reafon 
of  which  may  poffibly  be,  that  its  noble  mat¬ 
ter  lies  under  the  difadvantage  of  an  ancient 
name,  and  an  ancient  drefs  :  To  relieve  which 
objection y  and,  if  it  pleafe  God,  to  do  a  kind - 
nefs  to  the  trading  world,  by.  fetting  before 
them  their  duty  and  inter  eft,  and  thereby  pre¬ 
venting  thofe  prefent  and  future  miferies, 
which  neglige?ice,  injuftice  C?  irreligion  bring 
upon  mankind ;  a  perfon  into  whofe  hands  it 
fell,  from  a  ftrong  perfuafion  of  its  admi¬ 
rable  tendency  to  thefe  ends ,  determined,  after 
fever al  alterations  had  been  made,  to  fend 
it  abroad  afrefh  into  the  world. 
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1 0  the  READER. 

As  it  is  a  pleafure  to  meet  with  any  op~ 

TiT.lVd  th‘  nUje  °f  ReliSio”  “nd 

id  '  ld  hmg  wellfatisfied  that  the  fol- 
i  ' fng  Ieett  cdnta™>  a  rich  Treasure  of 

wholefome  tnJlruZlion,  Juch  as  every  tr ades- 

man  jhould  write  upon  his  heart,  and  prac- 
Jeinhis  jhop  and  family,  with  the  great  eft 

"heartif  *  —  **  ****  *°  the  &*“,  and 
y  wijh  it  could  borrow  much  greater 

advantages,  as  to  its  perufal  and  ufefulnefs , 

Pan  d  am  capable  of  giving  it,  by  my  re¬ 
commendation. 


As  the  age  in  which  we  live  is  much  de  - 
generated  from  the  virtue  and  piety  of  our 
forefathers,  I  Jhould  be  heartily  glad  if  I 
might  fee  the  falvation  of  God,  in  a  general 
repentance  and  reformation  :  and  fhould  this 
vegan  in  the  Lhop  and  the  exchange,  how 
wide  and  amazing  would  be  its  influence  ! 
No  more  would  our  eyes  be  witnefles  of  the 
bafe  pr  attic es  of  over-reaching ,  and  various 
other  iniquities ;  nor  would  our  ears  be  fo  of¬ 
ten  fie o eked  with  the  tremendous  bankruptcy 
kef  ruin  brought  by  idlenefs y  luxury  &  vice, 
not  only  on  fwgle  perfons,  but  whole  families 
l ft  deft 1 1 ut e  and  wretched  foi'  ever  after . 

That  the  following  pages  may  be  blejfed 
to  thefe  purpofes ,  is  the  defire  and  prayer 
of  the  Reader's 


Hearty  Well-wifner 

and  Humble  Servant , 

*  * 

Isaac  Watts,  d.o. 


Newington,  Jan,  24,  1747. 


INTRODUCTION, 


As  Trade  and  Commerce  employ  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  mankind,  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  render  the  conduit  of  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  it  more  happy  and  fuccefs- 
fiil,  will  appear  to  be,  at  leaft,  a  benevo¬ 
lent  undertaking;  and  to  this  end  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  moral  as  well  as  'prudential  di¬ 
rections  may  contribute.  Certainly  the 
common  callings  and  concerns  of  life,: 
which  take  up  fix  parts  of  our  time  in 
feven,  require  greater  attention  of  mind" 
than  is  ufualiy  paid,  for  the  regular  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  refpeitive  duties;  and 
may  admit  of  more  afliftance  than  has  been 
yet  offered  to  the  world  in  any  treatife 
now  extant  r  There  is,  indeed,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  piece,  which  has  met  with  confid¬ 
erable  and  deferred  acceptance,  called  the 
Complete  Engiijh  Tradesman^  which  I  could 
wifh  were  in  the  hands  of  all  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  to  appear  in  that  character,  with 
honor  or  fuccefs  ;  but  as  iris  chiefly  em¬ 
ployed  in  confiderations  of  a  prudential 
nature,  it  leaves  room  for  an  attempt  of 
the >prefent  kind,.  Inftead 
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Inftead,  therefore,  of  ufelefs  fpeculati- 
ons,  or  perplexing  controverfies  in  religi¬ 
on,  which  neither  enrich  the  mind,  nor 
reform  the  manners  of  men  ;  I  jhall  en¬ 
deavor  to  direct  the  confcientious  trades¬ 
man  in  the  duties  of  his  daily  calling, 
wherein  he  is  furrounded  with  manifold 
temptations  and  difficulties,  and  Hands  in 
need  of  all  the  affiftance  he  can  obtain 
from  God  or  man.  He  hath  the  fame  de¬ 
praved  nature  to  bias  him,  and  the  fame 
malicious  fpirit  to  tempt  him,  as  others  ; 
but  then  he  hath  a  much  greater  variety 
of  trials  and  temptations  from  the  world, 
than  either  the  hufbandman,  fcholar,  or 
the  gentleman.  The  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  trade,  and  the  duties  flowing 
from  thence,  are  indeed  too  numerous  to 
be  contained  in  fo  lmall  a  trad  as  this  ; 
yet  I  doubt  not,  but  that  the  principles 
and  rules  herein  laid  down,  being  faith¬ 
fully  applied  to  particular  cafes,  will  gen¬ 
erally  be  found  Efficient  for  his  aireftion  : 
Though,  after  all,  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
the  religious  fear  of  God,  and  a  fincere 
love  to  our  neighbour,  will  do  more  to  di- 
re£t  us  in  many  doubtful  and  critical  cafes, 
than  can  be  expefted,  from  any  treat ife, 
whatfoever. 

Let  me  beg,  that  the  reader  would  take 
into  lerious  and  mature  confideration,  the 

hints 
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hints  which  are  here  fuggefted,  and  if  he 
meets  with  any  thing  which  recommends 
itfeif  to  his  confidence,  as  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  God,  and*  the  nature  and  reafon  of 
things,  that  he  would  not  fail  immediately 
to  put  it  in  pradtice.  Surely,  no  one  can 
be  fo  abfurd,  as  to  think  it  fufficient  to  ap¬ 
pear  religious  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  to  be 
ferious  in  the  devotions  of  the  clofet,  and 
then  leave  confcience  afleep  all  the  inter¬ 
mediate  time  ;  fince  thefe  religious  duties 
were  defigned  as  the  means  of  producing 
and  maintaining  thofe  principles  of  wifdom 
and  juftice,  virtue  and  goodnefs,  which 
are  to  be  in  continual  exercife  and  the 
infinite  Creator  and  Proprietor  of  the  uni- 
verfe  claims  our  conftant  obedience  to  his 
laws,  as  well  as  our  devout  afcriptions  of 
worfhip  and  adoration. 

It  may  be  fit  to  acquaint  the  world, 
that  the  fubftance  of  this  piece  is  taken 
from  a  book,  entitled,  ! The  Tradesman’ s 
Calling ;  which,  though  it  has  lain  fome 
time  in  obfcurity,  is  thought  by  many  ju¬ 
dicious  perfons  to  be  very  deferving  of 
the  public  regard.  The  publifher  could 
have  wifhed  it  had  been  revifed  and  lent 
into  the  world  by  a  more  able  hand  j  and 
the  fenfe  he  had  of  its  deficiencies,  was 
the  chief  caufe  of  its  lying  fo  long  un- 
publifhed  :  but  he  does  not  abfolutely  de- 
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fpair  of  its  being,  in  fome  degree,  ufeful„ 
fince,.as  a  learned  writer  obferves,  “  Truth: 
influences  the  mind  of  man  more  by  its, 
own  authority,  evidence  and  excellency,, 
than  by  any  ornaments  of  wit  and  elo¬ 
quence  in  which  it  may  be  dreft.  ”  And 
fuch  ornaments  are,  in  this  cafe,  the  lefs 
needful,  as  the  fubj efts  are  chiefly  addref- 
fed  to  perfons  of  plain  fenfe  and  under— 
(landing;  if  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  alk 
flefff  is  pleafed  to  fmile  upon  it  fo  far  as  to: 
render  it  effeftual  to  reform  the  praftices,, 
and  improve  the  tempers  of  thole  who 
read  it,  the  publifher  will  have  the  full  re¬ 
ward  he  hopes  for,  from  this  effay  of  be¬ 
nevolence  to  his  fellow-beings  ;  and  a 
thoufand  encomiums  on  the  elegance  of 
the  compofure,  without  thefe  effefts,  would 
afford  him  little  fatisfaftion.  He  has  adr- 
ded  fome  paflages  of  fcripture  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  each  fubjeft,  that  they  might 
have  the  fanftion  of  Divine  authority  to  en¬ 
force  them  ;,  firmly  believing  that*  howe¬ 
ver  men  may  defpife  it,  if  ever  the  bleffed 
God  is  pleafed  to  reform  a  finful  world,, 
he  will  honor  his  own  word  as  the  inftru- 
rnent  of  producing  fuch  a  happy  event. 


T  H  E 


RELIGIOUS  TRADESMAN. 


CHAP*  I. 


The  Nature  of  a  Life  of  Bufinefs,  and 

Obligations  to  it. 

^he  nature  of  man  deftgned  for  adion — The 
IVifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  vifibie  in 
the  variety  of  abilities  and  difpofitions  in 
men — Bufinefs  to  be  a  conftant  employ . — 
Obligations  to  it  from  Nature  and  lie a- 
Jon  :  The  command  and  appointment  of 
God  :  juft  ice  to  fociety  and  families  : 
Its  advantage  to  ourf elves.  Reflections 

on  the  pleas  for  indolence ,  by  the  rich  ; 
on  account  of  devotion  ;  the  unfuccefsful : 
the  incapable . — Advice  to  parents — The 
folly  of  negleChng  Religion ,  the  great  bu« 
ftnefs  of  life . — Scriptures  fuited  to  the 
fubjeCi ♦ 

§  I ,  riT^HE  fupreme  felicity,  and  great  end 
I  of  man,  is  to  know,  love,  and  glo- 
~w'  rify  God  his  Creator,  Redeemer 
and  Benefactor,  ft)  But  as  we  are  beings  en¬ 
dowed  with  powers  and  faculties  of  body  and 
mind,  fitted  and  defigned  for  aCtions  relative  to. 

( a)  John  xyii#  3. 
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our  prefent  date  of  being  :  and  are  placed  by 
ivine  Providence,  in  mutual  dependence  upon 
each  other ,  by  the  perpetual  return  of  wants, 
which  of  ourfelves  we  are  incapable  of  relieving 
or  supplying ;  both  reafon  and  religion  require,  ■ 
that  all,  as  they  are  able,  Ihould  be  employed  in 
luch  a  manner  as  may  be  beneficial  to  tbemfehes 
and  the  jociety  to  which  they  relate*  :  And  a 
veiy  confiderable  part  of  the  beauty  and  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  chriftian  life,  confifts  in  due  affec¬ 
tions  and  condudl  with  refpe<ff  to  the  perfons 
and  things  of  the  prefent  Jlate ,  and  in  aSfing 
upon  principles  of  wifdom,  goodnefs,  juftice, 
and  integrity  to  one  another. 

The  real  and  imaginary  wants  of  mankind 
have  created  great  diverfity  in  their  employ¬ 
ments  :  Some  are  chiefly  laboring  to  fupport 
the  life,  or  reftore  the  health  of  the  body.. 
Others  to  defend  men’s  perfons  or  efiates,  and 
fecure  or  promote  the  private  or  public  peace 
and  proiperity.  Some  to  improve  the  mind  in 
ufefui  and  entertaining  knowledge ;  or  in  the 
more  important  concerns  of  religion  and  virtue^ 
which  though  not  always  the  moll:  advantage¬ 
ous,  yet  are  certainly  not  the  leaf!:  noble  em¬ 
ployments*  While  others,  in  vaft  variety,  are 
contributing  to  the  convenience  and  delight  of 
their  brethren  of  mankind.,.  ♦ 

And,  furely,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God 
deferve  our  reflection  here,  in  fitting  and  dj'pofing- 
men  to  thole  various  fervices,  which  are  luited 
to  the  necejjities  and  comforts  of  human  life  : 

Some  are  endowed  with  extenfive  knowledge  y, 

*  Heav’n  form’d  each  on  another  to  depend,. 

As  mailer,  or  as  fcrvant,  or  as  friend  j 
Bids  each  on  other  for  afliftance  call,  • 

’Till  one.  man’ s  weaknels  grows  the  ftrength  of  all,. 

And  builds  on  wants,  and  on  defeats  of  mind, 

The  joy,  the  peac^,  the  glory  of  mankind,. 

Pope** 
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in  the  Employments  of  men . 

others  with  vigor  and  ftrength ;  God  hath  given 
to  one  a  penetrating  judgment ;  to  another,  a 
curious  hand,  or  a  ftrong  arm  :  Some  are  difpo- 
fed  to  travel  abroad ;  others  to  manufactures  at 
home ;  each  conducing  to  the  public  good ; 
and  qualified  for  difcharging  the  refpeCiive  offi¬ 
ces  in  which  they  are  engaged.  As  in  the  natu¬ 
ral  body,  every  member  and  organ  is  placed  in 
the  fituation  moft  fuitable  to  its  office,  and  all 
are  at  eafe  and  content ;  So  in  the  political  body, 
the  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe  inclines  men 
to  choofe  out  of  this  great  variety,  what  is  moft 
acceptable  to  themfelves,  and  ufeful  to  the  com¬ 
munity  ;  and  renders  thofe  labors  and  employ¬ 
ments  tolerable  and  eafy  to  fome,  which  to 
others  appear  big  with  hardlhip  and  woe  :  And 
may  it  be  remembered  by  the  rich,  that  their 
comforts  as  much  depend  on  the  fervice  of  the 
poor,  as  the  fupport  of  the  poor  does  on  their 
affluence  or  bounty :  fo  that  cc  the  eye  cannot 
lay  to  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee ;  nor 
the  head  to  the  foot,  I  have  no  need  of  you :  ( b )” 
which  fhould  induce  them  to  treat  the  poor  with 
refpefi,  and  reward  them  with  liberality . 

§11.  That  every  one,  who  is  capable  of  it, 
Ihould  be  conflantly  employed  in  fome  ufeful  ftation 
of  life,  appears  a  truth  fo  evident  that  little  need 
be  faid  to  fupport  it.  Few  indeed  are  fo  worth- 
lefs  as  to  be  always  idle,  but  that  we  bufy  our- 
felves  only  now  and  then ,  as  humour  and  fancy 
incline  us,  can  never  be  fufficient  to  anfwer  the 
*md  of  our  creation  ;  for  this  it  is  neceffiary  we 
ihould  exert  ourfelves  in  fome  bufinefs  that  may 
fuUy  employ  our  time ;  and  that  it  fhould  be  our 
own  proper  bufinefs  ;  for  Divine  Wifdom  cen- 
fures  thofe  as  diforderly  livers ,  (c)  who  either 
(b)  i  Cor.  xii,  21.  (C)z  Their,  iii.  n. 
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'work  not  at  all,  or  are  bufy-bodies ,  trifling  inter- 
medlers  in  the  affairs  of  others,  to  the  negledt 
of  their  own  ;  and  requires  that  “they  ftudy  to 
be  quiet,  and  to  do  their  own  bufinefs.  (d)”  The 
wife  Governor  of  the  univerfe  has  appointed  to 
every  one  his  proper  place  and  work ,  and  will  ra¬ 
ther  reprove  than  reward  thofe  who  are  adfing 
out  of  their  own  fphere.  But  as  pride  and  Jloth 
have  many  pleas,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  enforce 
the  obligations  to  a  life  of  ufeful  a&ivity,  by  ob- 
fervi  ng, 

iff,  That  the  nature  and  reason  of  things  require, 
that  thofe  who  defire  to  live,  fhould  take  fame  pains 
in  order  thereto.  It  is  highly  unreasonable  to 
live  upon  others,  without  a  mutual  return  of 
profit  and  advantage  :  and  to  expedl  that  fufte- 
nance  fhould  drop  from  the  clouds,  without  la- 
bof  and  care  of  our  own,  is  an  abfurdity  fo  ob¬ 
vious  and  flagrant,  that  none  are  ftupid  enough 
to  maintain  it*  Yet  their  condudf  is  not  much 
wifer,  who  pretend  to  live  upon  providence  while 
they  live  in  Jloth- and  do  not  exert  themfelves  in 
fome  proper  bufinefs  for  their  own  Support. 
The  God  of  nature  doth  nothing  in  vain,  and 
his  having  given  us  capacities  and  powers  for 
aftion,  plainly  intimates,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
employ  them  in  a  rational  and  ufeful  manner : 
and,  indeed,  activity  is  fo  natural  and  delightful 
to  man,  that  if  icllenefs  had  the  fan&ion  of  a 
'  law  to  enforce  it,  no  doubt  many  would  willing¬ 
ly  pay  their  fine  for  liberty  to  work. 

2d,  It  is  the  exprefs  command  and  appointment  of 
God.  ‘  Adam,  before  and  after  his  fall,  was  pla¬ 
ced  in  a  flate  of  a£Iion.  In  innocency,  the  wif¬ 
dom  of  God  chofe  a  calling  for  him  :  cc  The 
Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the 

( d )  i  Theff.  iv.  ii. 
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garden  of  Eden,  to  drefs  it,  and  to  keep  it  (*)•” 
And,  as  one  obferves,  c<  If  a  noble  birth,  a 
great  eftate,  a  fmall  family,  and  a  mind  fitted 
for  contemplation,  would  excufe  man  from 
labour  ;  none  have  fo  fair  a  plea  for  it  as  he.” 
And  after  the  fall,  when  labour  was  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  him  and  lefs  profitable,  he  was  enjoined, 
in  the  “  fweat  of  his  face  to  eat  his  bread,  until 
he  fhould  return  unto  his  duft  ('/).”  And  the 
command  of  almighty  God  to  all  his  pofterity  is, 
that  u  fix  days  they  fhould  labour,  and  do  all 
their  work  (g) In  which  is  plainly  implied, 
that  all  fhould  fill  up  their  time  with  fome  pro¬ 
per  employment,  from  one  feafon  of  religious  reffc 
to  another  :  For  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that 
the  obligation  to  labor  fix  days,  is  exprefTed  in 
as  general  terms,  and  is  bound  upon  us  by  the 
fame  authority,  as  the  religious  obfervation  of 
the  fevcnth.  Nor  is  the  cafe  changed  under  the 
gofpel,  by  which  men  are  commanded  and  ex¬ 
horted,  in  the  u  name  and  authority  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  with  quietnefs  to  work,  and  to  eat 
their  own  bread  ( b ).”  And  that  his  precepts 
might  have  greater  force,  he  has  given  us  his 
oum  example  •,  for  before  his  entrance  into  the 
minifterial  office,  we  find  him  labouring  in  the 
carpenters’  trade  (/).  And  if  fo  divine  a  perfon 
hooped  to  a  mean  calling  to  teach  us  humility, 
diligence  and  indufiry,  (hall  any  who  call 
him  their  Matter,  refufe  to  imitate  him  herein? 
It  is  not  indeed  fuppofed  that  all  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  labors  equally  mean  and  fervile  ;  but 
what  is  pleaded  for  is,  that  every  one  fhould  fill 
up  life  in  a  manner  becoming  reafonable  and  ac¬ 
countable  beings,  and  members  related  to  fociety . 


( c)  Gen.  ii.  15.  (f)  Chap,  iii  10. 

( h)  2  Thc(1*.  iii.  12.  ('{) 

B 


C.t)  Exod.  XX.  9. 
Mark  vi.  3. 
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Jujlice  to  our  families  and  the  public  require 
it.  Fhe  great  Author  of  our  natures,  has  im¬ 
planted  in  every  being,  love  and  affe&ion  to  their 
tender  offspring,  which  excites  them  to  dudy  and 
promote  their  happinefs  ;  but  idlenefs  and  doth 
obdrucd  thofe  bleffings  by  which  the  family 
might  live  comfortably,  and  be  difpofed  of  hap¬ 
pily  :  And  whatever  profeflion  of  religion  there 
may  be,  the  facred  records  warrant  us  to  fay, 
that  “if  any  provide  not  for  his  own,  and  efpe- 
daily  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe,  he  hath  deni¬ 
ed  the  faith,  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel  ( k),9* 
How  unnatural  is  the  fight,  when  by  the  doth- 
fulnefs  of  the  parent,  the  children  are  cloathed 
with  rags  !  Or  how  can  they  rife  up  and  call 
them  bleffed,  who  thus  make  them  heirs  to 
nothing  but  poverty  and  didrefs  ? 

Nor  is  the  regard  we  owe  to  the  public  to  be 
overlooked.  None  fhould  dand  as  cyphers  in 
theif  generation,  but  fo  employ  themfelves  as  to 
be  bleffings  in  it,  that  their  abfence  may  be  fenfi- 
biy  felt.  How  many  are  employed  to  furnifh 
us  with  the  conveniences  and  neceffaries  of  life  ; 
and  how  unreasonable  is  it  to  make  no  returns  ? 
The  indudrious  Bees  drive  the  ufelefs  drones 
from  their  -little  commonwealth ;  and  indeed 
thofe  deferve  not  the  protection,  that  add  not 
>to  the  welfare  of  the  public. 

On  thefe  principles,  and  from  a  convidbon 
that  idlenefs  was  injurious  to  the  conditutions 
and  morals  of  men,  and  very  unjud  and  mif- 
chievous  to  fociety,  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans  appointed  Magidrates  to  fee  that  no  perfons 
fpent  their  time  in  doth  ;  and  leverely  punifhed 
thofe  who  thus  offended.  It  was  the  general 
tudom  of  the  Jews  to  bring  up  their  children 

( k)  i  Tim.  v.  8. 
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to  manual  labor,  how  plentiful  foever  their  cir- 
cumdances  were,  or  how  polite  foever  their  edu¬ 
cation  was  defigned  to  be  :  On  this  account  we 
find  the  apodle  Paul)  who  had  a  learned  educa¬ 
tion,  under  the  greated  of  their  Rabbi’s,  work¬ 
ing  as  a  Tent-Maker  (l).  And  the  fame  cuftom 
is  continued  in  other  nations  to  this  day. 

4th,  Our  own  fafety  and  comfort  much  depend 
upon  it.  The  bufy  perfon,  like  the  bird  upon 
the  wing,  efcapes  many  of  thofe  fnares  to  which 
the  indolent  are  expofed.  It  is  hardly  podible  that 
a  perfon  fhould  continue  abfolutely  unemployed 
for  any  long  time  ;  and  he  who  is  not  doing 
what  he  ought,  will  be  doing  what  he  ought 
not ;  the  dedroyer  of  fouls  can  hardly  wifh  tor 
a  fairer  mark  at  which  to  diredlhis  temptations, 
than  an  idle  perfon :  The  / loth  of  Sodom  is  re- 
prefented  as  one  caufe  of  the  viickednefs  of  it (?«). 
And  David’s  criminal  indulgence  feems  to  have 
been  preceded  by  the  fame  indilpofition  (>/)  : 
But  an  honed  diligence  fubdues  that  pride,  luff, 
and  fenfuality,  which  are  cherifhed  by  doth  and 
indolence  ;  and  non  vacate  I  am  not  at  leifure ; 
is  fometimes  a  more  powerful  redraint  from  evil, 
than  non  licet ,  it  is  not  lawful.  What  numbers 
have  been  cut  off  in  the  midd  of  life,  or  had 
their  beings  rendered  uncomfortable  while  they 
lived,  by  the  great  variety  of  difeafes  which  foth 
and  inactivity  bring  upon  the  human  frame  ;  as 
dropdes,  confumptions,  melancholy,  and  the 
like  ?  which  according  to  all  human  views,  might 
have  been  prevented  by  ufeful  adlivity.  And 
the  difference  of  doth  and  indudry  in  theacqui- 
fition  and  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  of  life, 

(l)  A£ts  xviii.  1 — 3  (m)  Ezek.  xvi.  49. 

( n)  2  Sam.  xi.  2. 

B  2 
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is  too  evident  to  need  any  illuftration  here. 
*  rom  hence,  we  may  take  occafion  to  reflea, 

J.  1  hat  an  indolent  life  is  blameahle ,  whatever 
excules  may  be  made  for  it. 

It  is  certainly  wrong,  that  perfons  in  affluent 
circumjlanccs  in  life ,  fhould  think  themfelves  ex- 
cufed  from  activity  and  employment .  This  is  to 
reflect  on  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  if  he  required 
the  leafl  fervice  of  thofe  to  whom  he  hath  com¬ 
mitted  mojl  talents :  And  it  fhews  great  igno*- 
rance  of  the  proper  ufe  of  fuch  gifts,  and  the  belt 
way  of  relijhing  and  enjoying  them.  Superior 
advantages  in  life  are  chiefly  valuable  as  they 
gtVr  an  opportunity  of  ferving  God,  and  doing- 
good  in  a  more  honorable  and  extenfive  way ; 
but  tneir  defign  is  perverted ,  when  they  are 
made  a  plea  for  floth  and  luxury.  If  your  cum 
condition  does  not  require  the  improvement  of 
your  fortune,  the  wants  of  others  do,  and  the 
welfare  of  your  fouly  may  render  an  employment 
highly  expedient.  A  thoufand  vices  are  produ¬ 
ced  by  idlenefs.  The  human  mind  without  ex- 
crcife,  like  Handing  water,  foon  grows  corrupt ; 
and  a  life  fpent  in  the  chearful  fervice  of  God, 
and  ufe ful nefs  to  mankind,  will  doubtlefs  yield 
a  more  pleafant  reflection  in  the  decline  of  years, 
or  the  profpedt  of  death,  than  time  trifled  away 
in  inadtivity  and  doing  nothing. 

Devotion  is  fometimes  pleaded  in  vindication 
of  this  ;  but  I  fear  it  feldom  is  a  juft  and  fuffT 
cient  excufe,  even  in  the  cafe  of  perfons  in  an 
affluent  Hate:  But  it  is  peculiarly  vain,  when 
ufed  by  thofe,  whofe  circumflances  in  life,  ren~ 
der  an  employment  necefflary  for  the  fupport  of 
themfelves  and  their  family.  It  is  a  grofs  ab- 
furdity,  that  any  fhould  think  themfelves  excu- 
fable,  who  negledt  the  proper  duties  of focialand 
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relative  life,  through  an  exceffive  application  to 
the  external  duties  of  religious  worfhip  :  Who 
live  as  if  they  were  all  foul ,  and  had  no  body  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  things  and  perfons  of  the  prefent 
ftate  ;  and  permit  their  families  and  bufmefs  to 
languijh  for  want  of  their  prefence,  while  they 
are  indulging  the  intemperate  fervors  of  an  ip$if- 
ereet  zeal,  of  an  unfeafonable  and  miftaken  piety. 

Nor  is  it  a  fufficient  excufe  that  any  have  been 
Hitherto  unfuccefsful  in  bufmefs.  Let  fuch  exert 
themfelves  with  vigor,  and  confider  their  difap- 
pointment  as  a  motive  to  greater  diligence  and 
prudence,  rather  than  a  reafon  for  indolent  des¬ 
pondency.  One  attempt  may  fucceed,  though 
others  have  been  fruitlefs.  Inftead,  therefore, 
di  fitting.  down  d i four  age let  perfons  in  this  cafe 
ufe  care  and  diligence  to  find  out  the  caufe  of  their 
unfuccefsfulnefs,  and  endeavor  to  correct  it; 
whether  it  be  imprudence,  indolence,  unfkilful- 
nefs,  credulity  or  vice  :  And  having  done  this, 
let  them  endeavor  to  introduce  themfelves  again 
into  bufmefs,  with  greater  caution,  with  more 
Heady  refolution  and  diligence,  and  with  an 
humble  dependence  on  God,  ,  the  giver  of  wif- 
dom,  and  fountain  of  iiappinefs. 

If  inability  is  pleaded,  take  care  it  be  real  and 
not  imaginary.  There  is  no  perfon  to  whom 
God  has  given  the  exercife  of  reafon,  but  may 
employ  himfelf  in  fiome  way  or  other ;  and  an 
induHrious  mind  will  break  through  many  dif¬ 
ficulties,  rather  than  fiand  as  a  cypher  in  the 
world.  Indeed  if  we  are  wholly  difabled  by 
infirmities, .  God  himfelf  gives  a  releafe  from 
labor.  Patience  and  fubmiffion  to  his  will,  arc 
the  proper  duties  of  that  Hate  ;  which,  howe¬ 
ver,  it  may  and  fhould  be  borne  with  patience., 
will  always  be  confide:  red  as  an  a  fill tl  torn  bv  an 
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a&ive  mind.  It  is  to  be  feared,  the  caufe  of 
perfons  loitering  away  their  lives  very  frequently 
is,  that  their  purfes  are  too  low  for  high  and 
honorable  employments,  and  their  fpirits  too 
hign  for  thofe  that  are  mean :  they  would  live 
without  labor,  and  enjoy  plenty  without  pains  ; 
and*  their  unwillingnefs  to  action,  and  not  their 
inability,  is  the  true  caufe  of  an  indolent  life. 

2.  Let  parents  be  perfuaded  to  educate  their 
children  for  a  life  of  bufinefs  and  ufefulnefs ;  let 
not  fuch  noble  powers  and  faculties  produce  fuch 
worthlefs  lives,  as  are  a  reproach  to  the  human 
nature ;  for  if  you  are  rich ,  the  wealth  you  give 
them  without  an  employment,  will  only  be  fuel 
for  their  lulls  ;  and  make  their  prefent  folly  the 
more  confpicuous ,  and  their  eternal  ruin  the  more 
inevitable  ;  as  it  is  next  to  impoffiible,  in  a  hate 
of  indolence,  to  enjoy  the  full  means  of  grati¬ 
fying  the  inordinate  appetites  and  affe&ions  of. 
depraved  nature,  without  the  inclination  to 
comply  with  their  felicitations.  And  if  you 
are  poor ,  the  injury  you  do  to  your  children  is  ir¬ 
reparable  ;  you  direct  them  in  the  way  to  jhame 
and  mifery,  and  betray  the  truft  which  God  has 
committed  to  you  ;  whereas,  by  placing  them  in 
fome  honeft  calling,  they  might  be  happy  in 
themfelves,  ufeful  in  the  world,  and  refpeded 
by  all  about  them. 

And  let  the  young  be  excited  to  apply  with 
fpiiit  and  refolution  to  acquire  ufeful  knowledge, 
that  they  may  be  ft  for  thofe  employments  by 
which  they  may  credit  their  friends,  and  be  fer- 
viceable  to  mankind.  Though  wifdom  and 
knowledge  be  difficult  to  attain,  and  eafe  and 
paftifrie  haye  a  more  enticing  view  at  prefent ; 
yet  the  fruits  of  indujhy  in  riper  years,  will  abun¬ 
dantly  recompenee  your  prefent  labor  and  felf- 
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denial.  Folly  and  want  are  eafy  acquifitions, 
but  wifdom  and  wealth  are  only  to  be  procured 
under  the  bleffing  of  heaven,  by  induftry  and  care. 

(2)  What  egregious  folly  is  it  to  neglect  reli¬ 
gion,  the  great  bufinefs  and  end  of  life ;  and  that 
in  which  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  our  immoi  - 
tal  foul  is  fo  intimately  concerned  ?  If  diligence 
in  common  affairs  is  fo  important,  if  negligence 
there  is  fo  culpable,  they  are  infinitely  more  fo 
here.  That  the  foul  fhould  be  adorned  with  the 
moral  image  of  God  ;  that  its  beauty  in  this  re- 
fpe£t  fhould  grow  ;  that  by  a  fincere  faith  in 
Chrift,  and  an  humble  repentance  towards  God, 
we  fhould  be  made  meet  for  final  and  everlafting 
glory  ;  and  the  lively  expectation  thereof,  fhould 
grow  into  the  full  affurance  ot  hope.  I  his  is  an 
end  that  will  vindicate,  that  will  repay  the  moil 
affiduous  application,  the  greateil  diligence. 
This  is  a  cafe  fo  plain,  that  children,  and  almofl 
ideots  might  feem  capable  of  judging  in  it.  In 
fuch  a  caufe,  we  might  expedi  to  find  ardor  and 
perfeverance ,  even  in  the  mofl  fluggifh  minds,  in 
thofe  which  no  profpedt  of  earthly  honor  or 
wealth  can  warm. 

But  how  prepoflerous  is  it  !  Thefe  infinite 
concerns  are  overlooked ,  this  important  neceffary 
bufinefs  is  ncglefted,  not  by  the  ignorant,  the  in  * 
dolent  and  fluggifh  alone  ;  but  by  the  prudent 
and  fhrewd  ;  by  men  of  bufinefs,  fleadinefs,  and 
unwearied  application.  There  are  thofe  who 
rife  up  early ,  and  lie  doivn  late ,  who  eat  the  bread  of 
labor  and  carefulnefs  for  a  little,  it  may  be  a  very 
little  temporary  gain,  who  cannot  find  a  moment 
to  think  of  God  and  their  fouls,  though  reafon, 
confcience,  and  the  word  of  God,  a  ffure  them 
that  the  negledf  muff  prove  deffrudtive  of  their 
eternal  happinefs .  O  ye  prudent  and  toiling  mor- 
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ttils  !  Are  the  unsatisfying,  tranfient  enjoyments 
and  honors  of  this  life  worth  fo  ?nuch ;  and  is  it 
of  no  importance  that  when  thefe  things  fail,  you 
may  be  received  to  everlafting  habitations  !  Con- 
fider  your  ways  and  be  wife.  And  O  may  God 
teach  us  all  to  know  the  things  that  differ,  and 
prefer  thofe  that  are  mold  excellent,  and  by  the 
powerful  energy  of  his  grace,  make  us  wife  and 
happy  for  ever ! 

<cAnd  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  fheep,  but  Cain 
was  s  tiller  of  the  ground,  Gen .  iv,  2.  i  Sam, 
xvi,  22,  and  xvii,  15. 

“  The  fun  arifeth- — Man  goeth  forth  unto  hk 
M  and  to  his  labor ^  until  the  evening,  Pfal, 
civ,  22,  23. 

“  The  Jlothful  man  roafteth  not  that  which  he 
rook  in  hunting;  but  the  fubftance  of  a  diligent 
man  is  precious,  Prov,  xii,  27.  > 

uIn  all  dabor  there  is  profit,  but  the  talk  of 
the  lips  tendeth  only  to  poverty,  Prov,  xiv,  23* 
He  that  loveth  pleafure  fhall  be  a  poor  man  : 
He  that:  loveth  wine  and  oil  fhall  not  be  rich, 
Prov,  xxi.  17. 

40  By  much  Jkthfulnefs  the  building  decays;, 
and  through  idlcnefs  of  the  hands  thehoufe  drop- 
peth  through,  Ecclef,  x,  18. 

u  Who  can  find  a  virtuous  woman? — She 
feeketh  wool  and  flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with 
her  hands.  She  rifeth  alfo  while  it  is  yet  night, 
and  giveth  meat  to  her  houfhold.  She  layeth 
her  hands  to  the  fpindle,  and  her  hands  hold  the 
diflaff.  She  lookcth  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
houfehold,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idlcnefs 
&c.  Prov,, xxx i,  10,  31. 

“  Behold,  this  was  the  iniquity  of  Sodom , 
pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abundance  of  idle- 
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nefs  was  In  her,  and  in  her  daughters  ;  neither 
did  fhe  flrengthen  the  hands  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  Ezek.  xvi.  49. 

u  There  was  a  difciple  named  Dorcas  ;  this 
woman  was  full  of  good  works,  and  alms- 
deeds. — And  all  the  widows  flood  by  weeping, 
and  (hewing  the  coats  and  garments  which 
Dorcas  made  while  fhe  was  with  them,  At Is 
ixr  36 — 3.9. 

u  You  yourfeives  know  that  thefe  hands  have 
miniilered  to  my  neceffities,  and  to  them  that 
were  with  me. — I  have  (hewed  you  all  things, 
how  that  fo  labouring ,  ye  ought  to  lupport  the 
weak  ;  and  to  remember  the  words  of  our 
Lord  Jefus,  how  he  faid,  It  is  more  bleffed  to 
give  than  to  receive,  Adis  xx.  34,  35.  Eph • 
iv,  28. 

“  Withal,  they  learn  to  be  idle,  wandering 
about  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  and  not  only  idle, 
but  tatlers  alfo,  and  bufy  bodies,  1  Tim,  v.  13. 

“  Let  ours  alfo  learn  to  maintain  good  vjorks 
(or  honed  trades,  Margin)  for  neceffary  ufes, 
that  they  be  not  unfruitful  :  Thefe  things  are 
good  and  profitable  unto  men,  &c,  Titus  iii. 

8,  14  ” 
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c  H  A  P.  II. 

Of  choofmg  a  calling. 

§  I-  *he  la wfulnefs  of  a  calling  to  beat- 
tended  to  in  the  choice  of  it , — And  its 
fuitablenefs  to  the  abilities  of  body  and 
mind>  education  and circumflances , — Con- 
ft deration  recommended  therein , — RefpedI 
t0  the  advice  of  others . — And  the  inte- 
7ejt  of  the  foul, — Dependence  upon  di¬ 
vine  providence . — And  regard  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  inclination , — Scriptures  fuitable . 
§  II.  Due  difpofitions  and  views,  as 
necejfary  as  a  proper  choice, —Religious 
principles . — Steady  refolutions . — Humil¬ 
ity  and  faithfulnefs , — The  ftudy  of  the 
f acred  Jcriptures, — -And  prayer  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  recommended ,  &c, 

§  **  TTAVING  confidered  the  obligations  of 
,  JL  X  ^  of  bufinefs,  and  advantages  of 
it;  the  next  thing  that  prefents  itfelf  to  us  is, 
the  proper  choice  of  it ;  which,  at  firft  view,  muft 
appear  to  every  one  a  momentous  concern,  as  fo 
much  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  an  af¬ 
ter  life  depends  upon  it :  This,  indeed,  as  to 
children  and  youth,  is  commonly  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  parents  and  guardians  ;  though  the 
inclination  of  the  perfon  to  be  difpofed^of,  is 
not  to  be  difregarded  in  the  affair.  The  direc¬ 
tions  neceffary-  under  this  head,  may  be  compri¬ 
sed, in  thefe  two,  that  the  calling  we  choofe  be 
lawful  and  fuitable . 
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(1)  Both  the  difpofers  and  difpofed  mufl 
agree  to  chufe  a  calling  that  is  lawful .  To  do  a 
finful  aft  is  bad  enough,  but  to  make  a  trade  of 
fin,  and  employ  our  lives  in  one  continued  fcene 
of  difobedience  to  God,  is  a  condition  that  can- 
hot  be  thought  of  by  any,  in  whom  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  virtue  and  religion  are  not  wholly  extin- 
guifhed,  without  the  utmoft  abhorrence  ;  as  the 
continued  curfe  of  God  mud  necefiarily  be  at¬ 
tendant  upon  them  :  and  though  the  profpedl  of 
gain  blinds  the  eyes  of  men,  and  carries  them 
on  in  fuch  a  courfe ;  yet  it  is  often  feen  that  the 
divine  refentment  follows  them,  even  in  this  life, 
by  hlafting  their  hopes  and  aims,  and  caufing 
wealth  thus  gotten  by  vanity  to  be  diminijhed .  ( 0 ) 
It  is  a  plain,  though  a  lamentable  cafe,  that  men 
are  now  difpofed  to  take  great  liberties  with 
their  confciences,  and  make  a  light  matter  of  re¬ 
ligion,  as  if  it  was  confined  to  a  few  outward 
aids  of  piety,  without  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  their  general  conduft  ;  in  fuch  an  age  it 
would  be  difficult  to  point  out  thofe  callings 
fthat  come  under  the  character  of  criminal ,  with¬ 
out  cenfure ;  yet  every  one  mud  acknowledge 
that  thofe  employments  are  certainly  evil ,  that 
tend  to  leffen  the  reverence  and  duty  we  owe  to 
Almighty  God  3  or  ohftrudt  the  general  good  of 
mankind  ;  that  are  either  the  neceffary  occafions  of 
fin  to  ourielves,  or  the  certain  incentives  to  it  in 
others:  And  thole  only  are  Icr.  :ful  in  which  we 
can  reafonably  afk  for  the  bleffing  of  God,  and 
expecf  his  favor  and  acceptance  :  Winch  indeed 
is  the  befi  rule  we  can  form  to  ourfelves,  by 
which  to  judge  of  every  doubtful  a&ion.  Not 
that  every  lawful  calling  promotes  the  happinefs 
0  every  individual,  for  foldiers  and  public  exccu- 

(0)  Prov.  xiii,  11.—  xxi,  6.--xxii,  8. 
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tionerSj  who  dedroy  the  lives  of  men,  are  never- 
thelefs  inftruments  of  public  good  ;  and  perfons 
may  fometimes  Innocently  trade  in  thofe  things, 
which  others  may  wickedly  abufey  as  might  be  in- 
danced  in  many  callings. 

(2)  ddie  employment  or  calling  we  chufe, 
mud  bcfuitahle  ox  fit.  Rafhnefs  and  negligence 
herein,  has  often'  been  the  ruin  of  particular 
perfons,  and  fometimes  a  public  mifehief. 
Thofe  who  have  capacities  and  endowments 
above  their  callings,  grow  uneafy  and  difeontent- 
ed  in  them  ;  and  thole  who  have  employments 
above  their  capacities,  after  fome  weak  and  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts,  are  difeouraged :  and  if 
they  are  placed  in  more  exalted  dations  of  life, 
render  their  weaknefs  the  more  confpicuous,  and 
prove  a  diame  and  reproach  unto  them. 

Let  therefore,  the  abilities  of  body  and  mind, 
be  confidered. — As  to  the  mind~9  never  thrud 
one  of  a  dull  capacity,  fhort  memory,  diallow 
judgment,  or  ungovernable  paflions,  into  an  in¬ 
genious,  efpecially  into  a  religious  profefilon  ; 
for,  though  fome  of  mean  abilities  have  proved 
ufeful  in  church  and  date,  yet  as  that  feldom 
happens,  fo  the  divine  goodnefs  in  making  them 
fuccefsful ,  will  not  judify  the  folly  and  radmefs  of 
man,  in  making  fuch  an  unadvifed  choice  ;  for 
though  the  Almighty  God  may  do  what  he 
will)  we  mud  do  what  we  ought ;  that  is,  fit  the 
means  to  tiie  end,  and  for  an  ingenious  calling, 
choofe  an  ingenious  perfon. — On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  great  pity  to  confine,  a  bright  genius  to  a 
fordid  employment  ;  which  is  like  thruding 
thofe  to  the  oar,  that  might  fit  at  the  helm. 
God,  by  giving  to  fome  excellent  and  large  ca¬ 
pacities,  tacitly  appoints  them  to  employments 
fuited  thereto,  if  other  clrcumdances  concur ; 
for  his  method  of  calling  men  now',  is  not  by 
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audible  words,  but  by  bedowing  real  and  data¬ 
ble  gifts.  The  employment  fhould  likewife  be 
fitted  to  the  ftrength  of  Body .  A  robud  and 
healthy  conditution,  where  the  endowments  of 
the  mind  are  final],  is  fitted  for  a  laborious  call¬ 
ing;  and  thofe  of  weaker,  and  more  tender 
confiitutions,  fhould  be  placed  in  eafier  dations 
of  life. 

Let  the  education  and  circumflances  be  regarded. 
A  genteel  or  liberal  education ,  diredls  to  a  genteel 
or  liberal  calling,  if  other  things  concur  ;  and  a 
plain  employment,  very  well  fuits  a  plain  educa¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  will  require  uncommon  wifdom  and 
humility,  for  perfons  of  learning  and  ingenuity, 
to  Hoop  to  low  and  fervile  employments,  and  be 
eafy  in  them  :  Thofe  likewife  who  have  been 
tenderly  educated,  fhould  not  be  placed  under 
too  much  feverity,  led  fuch  new  wine,  being 
put  into  old  bottles,  it  be  fpilt  and  lod.— The 
circumflances  of  perfons  are  alfo  to  be  confidered 
in  the  choice  of  a  calling  ;  it  is  abfurd  to  fet 
thofe  to  follow  a  plow,  who  by  the  fortune  they 
are  to  receive,  might  be  qualified  to  fill  the  chair ; 
but  I  fear  vanity  and  pride  more  frequently  caufe 
perfons  to  err  on  the  other  fide,  and  chufe  for 
themfelves,  or  thofe  they  are  concerned  for, 
callings  fuperior  to  their  fubdance,  in  hopes  of 
fome  imaginary,  fortuitous  events,  which  fel- 
dom  come  to  pafs  ;  upon  which,  they  either 
enter  into  bufinefs  upon  a  falfe  foundation,  and 
fo  fink  into  ruin  at  any  confidence  difappoint- 
ment ;  01  elfe  for  want  of  a  capital  to  engage  in 
trade,  they  are  obliged  to  remain  in  a  date  of 
jervitudc  and  dependence  all  their  days. 

In  order  to  a  happy  choice,  therefore, 
id.  Let  due  confidcration  be  ufcd.  It  is  hio-h- 
v  ab.uid  to  fix  upon  fuch  a  weighty  affair  as  a 
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condition  for  life,  without  the  ferious  exercife 
of  reafon  and  thought ;  and  yet  we  too  often  find 
that  humour  and  fancy  are  the  only  guides  that 
are  chiefly  confulted  in  this  momentous  concern; 
perfons  promife  themfelves  eafe  or  honor,  plea- 
fure  or  gain*  in  this  or  the  other  employment, 
and  fo  rufh  into  it :  And,  thefe  promifes  exceed¬ 
ing  the  bounds  of  reafonable  expectation,  and 
difappointing  their  hopes,  they  grow  refllefs,  and 
weary  of  their  choice.  Conflder  then,  is  the 
-calling  I  am  about  to  chufe,  lawful  in  itfelf,  and 
juitable  for  me ;  have  I  means  proportioned  to 
the  end,  capacity  fufficient  to  attain  the  know- 
ledge  of  it ;  ftrength  and  patience  to  bear  its 
burdens;  and  fubftance  to  fupport  the  expences? 
Left,  like  the  foolljh  builder. ,  after  you  have  laid 
the  foundation,  you  are  not  able  to  finijh ,  and 
thereby  expofe  yourfelf  to  forrow  and  fhame 
Indeed,  if  we  are  fitted  -for  callings  of  different 
excellence,  it  -is  our  wifdom  and  duty  Xo  chufe 
that  in  which  we  may  moft  eminently  ferve  God, 
and  the  community. 

2d,  Let  faithful,  judicious  perfons  be  con¬ 
fulted,  efpecially  of  the  fame  calling  ;  for  they 
are  the  fitteft  judges  in  their  own  profefTion,  as 
they  beft  know  the  conveniences  and  inconve¬ 
niences  attending  it,  and  the  qualifications  re~ 
quifite  for  it :  ereat  regard  therefore  fhould  be 
had  to  their  advice,  fuppofing  them  judicious 
and  faithful.— Let  the  young  he  perfuaded  to 
fubmit  their  judgements  to  perfons  of  experience 
and  fidelity,  and  fteer  their  courfe  by  their  ad¬ 
vice  ;  and  then,  fhould  they  be  unfuccefsful,  this 
reflection  will  yield  them  fupport,  “  that  they 
were  not  ruined  by  their  own  rafhnefs ; 
and  they  will  find  perfons  ready  to  affift  a  man 
of  conduct  and  prudence  in  his  diftrefs,  who  would 
defpife  the  man  of  humour  and  caprice . 
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3d,  Choofe  fuch  a  calling  and  place  as  may  ’ 
nor  be  dangerous  to  the  mind,  There  are  fome 
callings  which  are  in  themfelves  lawful,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  gainful,  in  which,  nevertheless,  as  they 
are  at  prefent  managed,  none  who  regard  the 
precious  and  immortal  Jou /,  would  fix  their 
children  ;  becaufe  the  temptations  which  attend 
them  are  fo  many  and  great,  that  it  is  next  to 
impolfible  to  be  preferved  from  the  contagion  of 
vice  and  immorality  in  them.  And  there  are 
places  alfo,  which  on  account  of  bufinefs  would 
be  defervedly  preferred,  and  yet  by  the  fupinenefs 
and  negledl  of  mailers  in  the  government  of 
their  families,  and  the  infe&ion  of  evil  fervants, 
who  are  the  bane  of  youth,  they  are  rendered 
equally  ddlrudlive.  Deal  not  worfe  then  by 
your  children,  than  you  would  by  the  herd  of 
the  Hall,  or  the  Iheep  of  the  fold  ;  expofe  not 
their  immortal  fouls  to  fuch  imminent  hazard 
for  any  momentary  gain;  for  “  what  will  it 
profit,  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lofe  his  own  foul,  or,  what  (hall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  foul  ?”  (/>)  Let  them  be  fitu- 
ated  where  God  is  reverently  worfhipped,  and 
his  day  religioufiy  obferved ;  where  the  weaknefs 
and  impetuofity  of  youthful  difpofitions,  may  be 
under  a  wholefome  rejlrainty  and  they  may'  be 
taught  to  live  for  time  and  eternity.  For,  permit 
me  to  fay,  that  if  their  lives  and  manners  are 
not  regulated  by  reafon  and  religion,  they  will 
be  as  far  from  happinefs  in  this  world,  as  they 
are  from  the  warrantable  hopes  of  a  better,  J 
4th,  Let  the  divine  providence  be  acknowledged 
by  earneft /applications  for  dire&ion  and  afliftance’ 

It  is  God  who  appointeth  the  bounds  and  pla¬ 
ces  of  our  habitation ,  that  by  a  fenfe  of  our  dc-~ 

( f  )  Matt,  xvi,  26. 
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pendence  upon  him,  we  might  be  induced  to 
jeek  after  him.  ( q )  It  is  part  of  the  reafonable 
homage  which  intelligent  and  dependent  crea¬ 
tures  owe  to  the  fupreme  Creator  and  Governor 
of  all,  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  their  ways ; 
in  doing  which,  we  are  allowed  to  hope  that-  he 
will  direft  our  paths :  ( r)  and  in  the  negledl  of 
which,  as  we  have  no  right  to  expedl  the  gui¬ 
dance  or  bleffing  of  heaven,  fo  it  will  be  no 
W’onder  if  we  meet  with  difappointment  and 
■  diftrefs.  It  is  God  only  who  knows  and  forefees 
the  nature  and  number  of  the  temptations  and 
difficulties,  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
feveral  fituations  in  life,  and  our  ftrength  and  fit-  * 
nefs  to  bear  them  ;  and  therefore  it  is  our  belt 
interefi,  as  well  as  our  proper  duty,  to  leave  him 
to  ic  choofe  our  inheritance  for  us.  (j)”  And  he 
does  by  perfons  and  means,  fometimes  unknown 
and  unthought  of,  dir  eft  the  honefi,  humble  in¬ 
quirer,  into  the  way  which  is  moft  conducive  to 
his  prefent  comfort,  and  future  happinefs. 

5th,  In  concurrence  with  the  foregoing  direc¬ 
tions,  let  the  perfon’s  inclination  be  confulted  ; 
which  if  it  is  firongly  and  reafonably  fixed  on 
any  particular  calling,  is  one  method  whereby 
we  receive  the  diredtion  of  providence,  and  a 
good  ftep  to  a  proper  choice.  Perfons  generally 
make  the  befi  proficiency  in,  and  moil:  eafily 
bear  the  inconveniencies  of,  thofe  employments 
and  fituations,  to  which  their  natural  difpofitions 
incline  them. 

<c  I  would  feck  unto  God,  and  unto  God  would 
I  commit  my  caufe ,  Job  v,  8. 

fiC  Then  I  proclaimed  a  fall,  that  we  might  af- 
flidt  ourfelves  before  our  God,  to  feek  of  him 


(q )  A6U  xvii,  2.6.  ( r)  Prov.  iii>  6.  ( s)  pfal.  xlvii,  4. 
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2  way—  So  we  befo ught  our  God  for  this, 
and  he  was  entreated  of  us.  The  hand  of  our 
God  is  upon  all  them  for  good  that  Jeek  him ; 
but  his  power  and  his  wrath  is  againh  all  them 
that  forfake  him,  Ezra  viii,  21 — 23. 

“  Neither  know  we  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes 
are  up  unto  thee ,  2  Chron .  xx.  12. 

“In  the  multitude  of  Counfellors  there  is  fafe- 
ty,  Prov .  xi,  14. 

“  Truh  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart;  and 
lean  not  to  thine  own  underfhnding.  Be  not 
wife  in  thine  own  eyes  ;  fear  the  Lord,  and  de¬ 
part  from  evil,  Prov .  hi,  5,  7. 

“  A  man’s  heart  devifeth  his  way,  but  the 
Lord  diredieth  his  heps,  Prov .  xvi,  9, 

“  I  know7,  O  Lord,  that  the  way  of  man  is 
not  in  himfelf ;  it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to 
dir  eft  his  heps,  Jer.  x,  23. 

“  Let  ours  alfo  learn  to  maintain  £00^  works 
or  profefs  lion  eh  trades^  Margin )  for  necehary 
ufes,  that  they  be  not  unfruitful,  Tit.  iii,  14. 

“  Let  him  that  hole,  heal  no  more  ;  but  ra¬ 
ther  let  him  labor,  working  with  his  hands  the 
thing  which  is  good ;  that  he  may  have  to  give 
to  him  that  needeth,  Ephef.  iv,  28. 

“Wo  unto  him  that  buildeth  his  houfe  by 
unrighteoufnefs ,  and  his  chambers  by  wrongs  &c. 
Jer .  xxii,  13. 

“If  ye  will  w'alk  contrary  to  me — Then  will  I 
alfo  walk  contrary  to  you,  and  will  punifh  you 
yet  feven  times  for  your  hns,  &c.  Levit .  xxvi. 

21 — 28. 


“  Wealth  gotten  by  vanity  (hall  be  diminifhed  ; 
but  he  that  gathereth  by  labor  (hall  increafe, 
Prov.  xiii,  11. 

“  Treafures  of  wickednefs  profit  nothing, 
Prov.  x,  2. 
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Pro^xx >f°Weth  <hall  reap 

§  II.  Proper  difpofitions  and  wm,  are  equally 
neceffary  with  a  fuitable  choice  of  an  employ- 

™en*-  we  are  beings,  not  governed  by  in- 
itmci  as  irrational  creatures  are,  but  pofTeffed  of 
reafon,  and  direded  in  the  exercife  of  it  by  a  re¬ 
velation  from  God  ;  it  concerns  us,  that  the  views 
and  motives  of  all  our  adions,  and  the  djfpofition 
and  manner  in  which  they  are  conduced,  be 
agreeable  to  the  diredions  heaven  has  given  to 
lead  us  in  the  paths  of  duty  and  happinefs  ; 
and  worthy  of  the  reafonable  natures  with 
which  we  are  endowed.  Now,  to  this  end, 
it  is  efpecially  neceffary  that  the  mind  be 
influenced  and  direded  by  the  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion  .  We  may  Judly  impute  the  miicarriage  of 
thoufands,  to  their  unadvifed  and  irreligious  in- 
trodudion  into  life  ;  they  go  to  univerfities  and 
trades,  without  any  fenfe  of  duty  or  danger,  and 
being  unarmed,  are  foon  furprized  by  thofe 
temptations  with  which  an  evil  world  is  filled, 
and  which  a  depraved  nature  is  too  ready  to 
embrace,  to  their  utter  ruin  and  definitions 
to  prevent  which,  labor  after  a  true  undemanding 
of  the  chriflian  religion,  and  regulate  our  tem- 
pers  and  conduct  by  it  in  every  fcene  of  life. 

i .  Let  a  fincere  love  and  reverence  of  God, 
and  defire  of  Ids  acceptance  and  favour  through 
Chrift  Jefus,  be  the  governing  fpring,  and  mo¬ 
tive  of  all  your  adions.  When  the  mind  is 
devoted  to  God,  and  bent  on  pleafng  him, 
we  have  the  ftrongefi:  fecurity  again#  prefent 
guilt  and  folly,  and  future  mifery  and  punifh- 
ment.  If  we  fincerely  ferve  him,  he  will  furely 
blcfs  us  5  he  will  interefl  himfdf  in  our  concerns. 
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fupport  us  under  our  difficulties,  give  us  the  di¬ 
rection  of  his  wifdom,  and  the  confolations  of 
his  grace,  and  preferve  us  from  a  thoufand  fol¬ 
lies  and  miferies,  by  which  thofe  are  overtaken,, 
who  make  worldly  gain ,  or  their  ozvn  lujls  and  vi¬ 
cious  appetites ,  the  governing  principles  of  their 
lives.  Believe  it,  Sirs,  it  is  as  muci  your  inter- 
eft  as  your  duty,  to  be  early  and  truly  religious, 
and  to  “remember  your  Creator  in  your 
youth. ”  (*)  It  is  this  for  which  you  were  crea¬ 
ted  and  redeemed ,  and  are  fupport ed  and  maintained 
in  life  ;  and  which  the  Majefty  of  heaven  claims 
of  you  as  his  due.  Let  the  bufinefs  of  your 
callings  be  profecuted,  “not  with  eye-fervice  as- 
pleahng  men  onlyy  but  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift, 
with  good-will  doing  fervice  as  unto  the  Lord, 
and  not  to  men.  ( u )  This  will  ennoble  the. 
meaneft  employment,  and  fecure  your  higheft 
end  and  trueft  happinefs,  whatever,  your  fuccefs- 
may  be  in  other  refpedls.* 

2.  In  dependence  upon  the  help  of  God,  lets 
your  religious  principles  be  accompanied  with 
Jleady  rejections.  Temptations  and  difficulties 
unknown  before,  attend  every  new  feene  of  life,, 
which  foon  overcome  the  unprepared  and  irie~- 
folute  mind  ;  but  if  you  difeern  the  hook  as  well 
as  the  bait,  and  -confider  the  confcquenees  as 
well  as  the  incentives  to  evil,  by  the  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  you  may  efcape.  Of  all 

(t)  Ecdef.  xii,  1.  (u  )  Ephel.  vi,  6,  7, 

*  Teach  me,  rnv  God  and  King, 

In  all  things  thee  to  fee  ; 

And  what  I  do  in  any  thing. 

To  do  it  as  for  thee  : 

A  fervant  with. this  chufe, 

Makes  drudgery  divine  : 

Who  fweeps  a  room,  as  for  thy  !a\Vs, 

Makes  that  and  th‘  adion  fine. 


Herbert. 
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temptations  to  which  the  young  are  expofed, 
none  is  more  fatal  and  pernicious  than  evil  com¬ 
pany  :  Such  are  to  be  found  every  where,  who, 
like  the  fallen  angels,  having  revolted  from  their 
allegiance  to  God,  endeavor  to  draw  others  into 
the  fame  guilt  and  condemnation  with  them- 
felves  :  Begin,  therefore,  no  frienddiip  with  any, 
until  you  have  a  or  thy  character  of  them  from 
a  judicious  hand,  or  have  had  a  fufficient  time 
and  opportunity  to  be  finished  of  their  feriouf- 
nefs,  from  your  own  obfervation  :  And  let  not 
former  acquaintance  only  be  thought  a  fufficient 
foundation  for  after  friend  (hip  ;  tor  he  might  be 
very  innocent  at  fchool,  wffiois  now  very  vicious 
and  profane.  Let  no  accomplishments  of  wit 
or  learning,  breeding  or  fortune,  engage  your 
heart  to  an  intimacy  with  any  who  defpife  or  ri¬ 
dicule  a  life  of  ferious  religion  and  drid  virtue  ; 
for  the  more  agreeable  they  are  in  other  refpeds,. 
io  much  the  more  fatal  is  their  converfe  likely  to 
be  :  And  herein  you  mud  be  rejolute  ;  two  or 
three  pofitive  denials  will  free  you  from  their 
folicitations,  whereas  eafinefs  and  compliance 
will  /Lengthen  their  importunity,  and  when 
once  you  are  entangled  in  the  fnare  of  evil  com¬ 
pany,  you  w'ill  find  it  very  difficult  to  difengage 
yourfelf:  But  if  you  are  fometimes  forced,  on 
account  of  bufinefs  or  relation,  to  converfe  with 
perfons  of  this  charader,  let  it  ever  be  with  a 
prudent  refervednefs ;  and  if  you  at  any  time  per¬ 
ceive  your  mind  begin  to  fluduate,  and  your 
zeal  for  religion  abate  by  the  fneers  of  folly  and 
profanenefs,  ferioufly  infped  the  word  of  God, 
and  fee  w  hat  infinite  wifdom  dictates  as  the  du¬ 
ty  and  happinefs  of  man,  and  eonfider  which  it 
is  bed  to  follow,  the  judgment  of  God,  or  that 
of  blind  and  deluded  finners. — Obferve  whethe 
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holinefs  and  virtue  be  any  more  than  the  real 
and  vital  influence  and  practice  of  that  religion 
which  they  themfelves  vainly  piofefs  to  believe. 
Confider  whether  in  the  prolpe£t  of  death,  and 
at  the  day  of  judgment ,  they  will  not  curie  them¬ 
felves  and  their  own  folly  for  the  negledt  of 
that  religion  which  they  now  impioufly  and 
madly  deride ;  2nd  then  think  whether  he  does 
not  deferve  to  perifh,  who  will  forjake  his  God, 
his  duty,  and  his  beft  intereft,  for  the  fneers  of 
fuch  madmen  ;  enquire  therefore  after  the  pru¬ 
dent,  the  wife,  and  religious  of  your  age,  and 
converfe  with  them  ;  for  he  that  walketh  'With 
wife  men  jhall  he  wife ,  but  a  companion  of  fools 
Jhall  he  defrayed .  (*.) 

Maintain  alfo  a  refolute  indufiry  under  the  la * 
hors  and  difficulties  of  your  callings :  time  and 
ufe  will  make  that  eafy  and  tolerable,  which  at 
firft  appears  difficult  and  burdenfome  ;  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the.  body  and  mind  enlarge  and  frengthen 
by  practice,  and  with  eafe  and  pleafure  perform 
thcfe  talks  or  things,  which  once  were  tho’t  hard 
and  grievous;  having  therefore  a  tolerable  capa¬ 
city  for  your  bufmefs,  refolve  to  apply  to  it 
with  firmnefs  of  mind. — And  be  not  difcoura- 
ged  if  you  meet  with  fome  fevcrities ,  to  which 
you  have  not  been  accuflomed  ;  as  flern  and 
angry  looks,  harfh  words,  or  unkind  ufage ; 
divine  providence  permits  thefe  things  to  hum¬ 
ble  that  pride,  and  tame  that  wantonnefs,  to 
which  youth  is  prone  :  'Therefore  patiently 
and  chearfuliy  fuhmit  to  what  is  fufferable  in 
your  calling,  and  Hill  hope  that  peace  and  fatis- 
iadlion  will  fucceed  toil  and  trouble. 

3.  Particularly  let  me  recommend  to  you  hu¬ 
mility  and  faithfulnefs ,  moft  neceflary  to  procure 

(:)  Prov,  xiii,  20. 
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elleem  from  thofe  you  ferve,  and  refped  from 
aJl  mankind. 

Humility  will  make  you  eafy  and  contented  in 
every  condition  of  life;  you  will  then  be  ready 
to  be  commanded  ;  eafy  to  be  pleafed  ;  hard  to 
be  provoked  ;  and  generally  beloved.  An 
humble  mind  thinks  every  good  it  receives,  more 
man  it  deierves,  and  every  evil,  If :  It  will  not 
think  ltfeif  too  great  or  too  good  to  hoop  to  the 
meanejl  fervices  of  an  honed  employment ;  nor 
be  wanting  in  a  modefl  and  refpettful  behaviour  to 
others:  You  will  not  then  be  difputing ,  when 
you  fhould  obey  ;  fretting  when  you  fhould  fub- 
mit ;  envying  thofe  you  fliould  refpe&,  or  con¬ 
temning  thofe  you  fhould  embrace  ;  thefe  are  the 
confequences  of  pride  of  heart ;  a  difpofition 
*whicli  will  make  you  hateful  to  God,  difrefpedl- 
ed  of  men,  and  uneafy  to  yourfelves,  every  labor 
will  be  thought  too  much,  every  reproof  too 
galling,  and  every  week,  a  year,  until  the  time 
of  fervitude  expires,  and  then  you  will  carry 
your  chain  with  you,  for  what  liberty  can  he 
have  who  is  a  fave  to  his  pride  and  paffions  ? 

Fidelity  is  another  amiable  difpofition,  which 
fhould  be  ever  cultivated :  Be  true  and  fincere 
in  your  words.  Let  lying  and  diflimulation  be 
fhunned  with  the  grealelf  abhorrence,  as  a  vice 
that  is  dedruffive  to  all  friendfhip  and  converfe 
among  men,  by  taking  away  that  mutual  confi¬ 
dence  which  is  the  very  bond  of  fociety  :  and 
are  the  fure  chara&eriftics  of  a  mean  and  aban¬ 
doned  mind,  wherever  it  is  indulged,  ft)  Let 
this  therefore  be  your  refolution  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  cafes,  to  fpeak  the  truth  whatever  it  cofts 
you. 


(t)  Rev.  xxi.  27,  xxii,  15.  Prov.  xix,  9.. 
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Dare  to  be  true,  nothing  can  need  a  lie ; 

The  fault  that  needs  it  moil  grows  two  thereby. 

Herbert. 

And  you  will  .find,  a  fault  honeJUy  confejfed  will 
be  attended  with  a  much  readier  pardon,  and 
preferve  a  much  better  charafler,  than  when  ex- 
cu fed  or  denied  with  a  lie ,  which  at  beft  will 
hide  it  hut  for  a  moment .  (u)  And  let  your  fide - 
Tity  extend  to  deeds  as  well  as  words  :  be  punc¬ 
tually  faithful  and  juft  in  every  thing  you  are  in¬ 
truded  with;  diminifh-not  the  fulfiancey  divulge 
not  the  fecrets  of  thofe  you  ferve,  upon  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatsoever  :  Then,  though  your  (kill  and 
parts  may  fall  Short  of  expectation,  your  faith- 
fulnefis  will  procure  to  you  love  and  efteem  :  A 
true  heart  will  make  amends  for  a  weak  head, 
or  a  flow  hand  ;  natural  weaknefs  will  be  pitied 
and  pardoned,  but  falfenefs  and  fraud  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  odious  to  God  and  man  :  Whatever, 
therefore,  your  neceftities  or  temptations  may 
-be,  never  tranfgre'fs  the  rules  of  jufiice  and  truthy 
nor  imagine  that  any  degree  of  (kill  or  dexterity 
Will  recommend  you  in  the  world  without  them. 

4 o  Het  the  fiudy  of  the  fiacrcd  Jcriptures  con- 
ftantly  employ  fome  part  of  your  leifure  hours. 
Thefe  are  the  fureft  gpides  to  duty  and  happi- 
nefs  ;  the  mind  of  the  blefted  God  is  herein  laid 
open  to  man,  to  preferve  him  from  the  worft  of 
evils,  and  to  direfl  him  to  the  higheft  good,  and 
fbew  him  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  towards 
him  for  ever  :  Some  parts  abound  with  the  moft 
entertaining  hiftories,  which  are  the  more  in- 
as  they  not  only  relate  the  external  ac¬ 
tions  of  men,  but  the  Internal  motives  from 
whence  they  proceeded,  free  from  all  fuftion  and 

( v)  Prov.  riit  19. 
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faKhood.  Here  we  are  prefented  with  a  fyftem 
of  the  mod  refined  morality,  founded  upon  the 
mod  rational  and  exalted  conceptions  of  God  ; 
and  enforced  by  the  mofi  awful  and  intereding 
fanclions.— -They  are  admirably  contrived  (with 
God  s  blefling)  to  heal  the  confcience  ;  to  pu¬ 
rify,  to  comfort,  to  ennoble  the  Soul ;  to  in- 
tpire  it  with  principles  of  virtue  and  goodnefs, 
and  drengthen  and  confirm  it  in  the  practice  of 
it  :  In  a  word,  they  are  able  to  make  us  wife  to 
falvation ,  through  faith  in  Chrifl  Jefus .  (w) 
When  your  minds  are  formed  capable  of  relifh- 
ing  the  pleafures  and  purity  of  thefe  facred  vo¬ 
lumes,  a  caution  will  be  lefs  necefTary  againfi  de¬ 
light  in  thofe  loofe  and  immoral  writings  which 
fwarm  in  theprefent  day  ;  which,  however  cele¬ 
brated  for  wit  and  politenefs,  tend  to  poifon  the 
heart,  corrupt  the  fancy,  vitiate  the  affe&ions  ; 
and  for  one  ufeful  lefron  that  can  be  learned 
from  them,  are  big  with  a  thoufand  ills. 

5*  Let  humble,  earned;  prayer  to  God  for  his 
grace  and  favor,  be  as  the  condant  breath  of 
your  fouls  :  Never  think  that  good  refolutions 
will  fecure  you  from  moral  evil,  nor  labor  and 
fkill,  from  natural  evil,  without  the  concurrence 
of  Heaven  :  Without  this,  the  mod  excellent 
parts,  the  wifed  indrufiors,  and  the  mod  gain¬ 
ful  employments,  can  never  enfure  fuccefs. 
The  frequent  mifcarriages  of  thofe  who  have 
been  every  way  promifing,  plainly  fhew  that 
God  / lands  for  fome'thing ,  and  whatever 
advantages  men  may  be  pofieffed  of,  all  are 
but  cyphers,  without  his  blejfng ;  which  thofe 
who  defire  to  enjoy,  mud  ufe  this  method  to 
obtain. — And  this  is  not  only  necefTary  at  the 
entrance  into  bufinefs,  but  in  all  fucceffive  fea- 
fonsoflife;  becaufe  we  condantly  depend  on 

(iv)  2  Tim.  iii,  15. 
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God  for  the  continuance  of  prefent  blefiings,  as 
well  as  thofe  we  hope  for  in  futurity.  Morning 
and  evening  prayer ,  are  as  the  key  to  open  the 
mercies  of  the  day,  and  fhut  out  the  dangers 
of  the  night,  and  therefore  be  conflant  and  fin- 
cere  in  the  pradtice  of  it ;  and  let  not  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  your  prayers  be  obflrudted  by  the  irreli- 
gion  of  your  lives  ;  or  cc  if  you  regard  iniquity 
in  your  hearts,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  your 
prayers. ”  ( x .)  nor  accept  your  perfon. 

And  thus  having  chofen  a  lawful  calling  in  a 
religious  family, — having  your  minds  influenced 
by  the  principles  of  religion, — and  your  refoluti- 
ons  Jleady  (through  divine  grace)  for  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  it, — making  the  holy  fcriptures  your  fludy 
and  guide,  and  feeking  the  bleffing  of  heaven 
by  ferious  prayer  to  God  ;  you  may  comfortably 
enter  upon,  and  vigoroufly  purfue  the  duties  of 
your  callings :  Some  afMance  for  the  regular 
and  religious  difcharge  of  which,  is  the  ddGn 
of  the  following  Effays. 

“  O  that  there  were  fuch  an  heart  in  them 
that  they  would  fear  me ,  and  keep  all  ?ny  com¬ 
mandments  always,  that,  it  might  be  well  with 
them. — Ye  flvall  obferve  to  do  as  the  Lord  your 
God  hath  commanded  you  :  You  (hall  not  'turn 
a  fide  to  the  right  hand,  or  to  the  left. — You 
fnall  walk  in  all  the  ways  which  the  Lord  your 
God  hath  commanded  you,  that  ye  may  live 
and  that  it  may  be  well  with  you ,  and  that  ve 
may  prolong  your  days,  Deed,  v.  29—33.  " 

, ,  “  Now  therefore,  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve 
mm  in  fmcerity  and  truth.— And  if  it  feem  evil 
unto  you  to  ferve  the  Lord,  chufe  you  this  day 
whom  you  will  ferve. — And  the  people  anfwer- 

(x)  Ffal.  lxvi.  iS. 
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ed  and  faid,  God  forbid  that  we  fhould  forfah 
the  Lord.  JoJhua  xxiv.  14 — 16.  J 

“  What  man  is  he  that  defireth' life,  and  Iov- 

eth  many  days,  that  he  may  fee  good  ? _ Keep 

thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from  fpeaking 
guile.— Depart  from  evil  zndAogcod  \  feek  peace 
and  purfue  it,  PfaL  xxxiv.  12—14. 

“  My  fon,  if  finners  entice  thee,  confent  thou 
not AV alk  not  thou  in  the  way  with  them^  rc^ 
frain  thy  foot  from  their  path,&c.  Prov .  i.  10, 1 5* 

.  “  My  fon,  forget  not  my  law  ;  but  kt  thine 
heart  keep  my  commandments.— -Let  not  mer¬ 
cy  and  trutn  jforfafee  thee  ;  write  them  upon  the 
table  of  thine  heart.— So  (halt  thou  find  favor 
and  good  undemanding  in  the  fight  nf  God  and 
man,  Prov*  iii.  1 — 4. 

u  Wifdoth  is  the  principal  thing,  therefore 
get  vjifdom ;  and  with  all  thy  getting,  get  under - 
funding. — Exglt  her,  and  Hie  fhall  promote 
thee  :  She  fhall  bring  thee  to  honor  when  thou 
doft  embrace  her.— She  fhall  give  to  thine  head 
an  ornament  of  grace :  A  crown  of  glory  fhall 
fhe  deliver  to  thee.— Take  faft  hold  of  intbuc- 
tion>  let  her  not  go  ;  ;keep  her,  for  the  is  thy 
life.  Enter  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked ,  and 
go  not  into  the  way  of  evil  men . — Avoid  it,  paf$ 
not  by  it,  turn  From  it,  and  pa fs  away.  Ponder 
the  path  of  thy -feet,  and  let  all  thy  ways  be 
ejlablijhed \  &c.  Pi  ' ov .  iv.  yrr—2y» 

“  And  thou,  Solomon,  my  fon ,  know  thou 
;  the  God  of  thy  father,  and  ferve  him  with  a 
perfect  heart,  and  with  a  willing  mind  ;  for  the 
Lord  fearcheth  all  hearts,  and  underftandeth 
all  the  imaginations  of  the  thoughts  :  If 
thou  feek  him ,  he  will  be  found  of  thee  ;  but 
if  thou  forfake  himy  he  will  cafl  thee  off  for 
ever,  1  Chron,  xxviii.  9. 
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u  Our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  teftimony  of  our. 
confcieji^e,  that  in  fimp’idty,  and  godly  finceri- 
ty,  not  with  fielhly  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of 
God,  we  have  had  our  convention  in  the 
world,  2  Cor.  i.  2. 

u  Flee  alfo  youthful  lufts  ;  but  follow  righte- 
oufneis,  faith,  charity,  peace,  with  them  that 
sail  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart,  %  lim.  ii.  22, 

“  Young  men  likewife  exhort  to  be  fiber  - 
minded K  Tit.  ii..  6.” 


CHAP.  ILL 


Of  Prudence  or  Difcretion, 

§  I..  The  nature'  and  advantages  of  pru¬ 
dence. .  §  IL  The  cafes  in  which  it 
Jhould  be  especially  exercifed ,  1 .  In  ob¬ 
taining  a  full  knowledge  of  our  callings . 
2..  In  the,  prudent  choice  of  the  circum - 
fiances,  thereof.— 1 3.  By  due  deliberation 
7H  affairs  of  importance . — 4*  In  propor¬ 
tioning  bufmejs  to  our  abilities . — 5.  In 
regulating  our  expenses  thereby.— 6.  By 
a  frequent  infpeclion  into  the  fiate  of  our 
affairs. — 7,  In  governing  thofe  paj - 
fions  to  which  we  are  mofi  expofed. — 
In  a  due  conjideration  of  the  con¬ 
tingencies  of  trade. — 9.  In  avoiding 
thofe  methods  which  have  ruined  others. 
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Of  Prudence.. 

IO-  In  difpofwg  the  common  buftnefs  of 
life  in  fubferviency  to  the  duties  of  reli¬ 
gion.  §  III.  The  negleft  of  'prudence 
cenfured . — Means  to  obtain  it. — A  cau¬ 
tion  concerning  it , — Scriptures  relative 
thereto a 

^  rpUE  fir  ft  thing  neceffary  for  a  happy 
Jfc  progrefs  in  bufinefs,  is,  prudence  or  dif- 
crction.  This,  as  it  relates  to  trade,  is  a  habit 
of  mind  enabling  us  to  conclude  our  affairs  in  the 
wifeft  and  beft  manner  ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is 
purfuing  the  proper  end,  by  the  bef  means,  and 
in  the  fittef  time.  It  is  not  that  ferpentine  craft 
which  lies  in  wait  to  captivate  the  unwary,  irn- 
pofe  upon  the  credulous,  and  over-reach  the 
weak  underftanding,  and  which  teaches  men  to 
increafe  their  wealth  by  injuftice  and  fraud  : 
God  has  given  to  no  man  fuperior  wifdom  or 
fkill,  to  be  directed  to  ends  fo  contrarv  to  his 
own  nature  and  will,  and  the  general  good  of 
mankind  :  But  it  is  that  honed  wifdotn ,  which  is 
confident  with  a  good  confcience,  and  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  it.  Prudence  is  fubtilty  refined  from  all 
bafe  and  unjuft  views,  as  fubtilty  is  like  wifdom 
corrupted  by  them.  Wifdom  light,  pleafant  to 
behold  ;  it  quickens  the  fpirits,  difpofes  the 
mind  to  a  chearful  activity,  and  makes  the  paf- 
fages  of  life  clear  and  open  ;  under  God,  it 
enables  us  to  acquire  and  enjoy  many  advanta¬ 
ges  we  could  not  otherwife  attain  ;  and  frees 
from  many  evils  and  inconveniences  to  which 
we  are  liable.  Whatever  good  arifes  from  deli¬ 
berate  advice,  fagacious  forefight,  ftable  refolu- 
tion,  and  orderly  condudl ;  wifdom  confers : 
Whatever  evils  proceed'  from  blind  ignorance. 
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faife  preiy  nipt  ion,  unwary  credulity,  precipitate 
rafhnefs,  and  unfteady  purpofes  ;  wifdom  pre¬ 
vents  :  it  begets  in  us  the  reafonable  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  quiets  the  heart  in  the  want  of  it. 
God  having  given  to  man  a  confide  ring  mind \  fa- 
gacity  and  foreiight,  which  he  has  denied  to 
other  creatures  they  who  a£t  foolifhly,  fo  tar 
degrade  the  man,  and  refemble  the  brute : 
And,  many  are  ruined  by  their  own  indiferetion 
and  folly,  without  any  other  vifible  means  than 
that  they  were  themfelves  rafh,  wilful,  or  weak. 
But  when  our  intentions  are  good  and  the 
means  proper,  we  may  hope  that  all-wife  good- 
nefs  will  profper  us,  and  our  fuccefs  will  then  be 
doubly  pleafant  :  But  if  we  are  difappointed,  we 
fhall  difarm  the  affliction  of  what  makes  the 
deeped  wound,  the  reflection  that  it  was  procu¬ 
red  by  our  own  folly,.  It  is  not  fuppofed,  that 
our  wifdom  and  prudence  can  controul  the  events 
of  divine  providence,  or  make  our  dependence 
upon  the  blefled  God  unnecefTary  :  But  it  will 
hinder  us ’from  being  our  own  deftroyers,  and 
is  the  means  which  the  great  Governor  of  the 
world  life’s  to  bedow  profperity  and  happinefs, 
where  he  is  difpoied  to  vouchfafe  the  enjoyment 
of  them  j  and a  tonfiderate  head  is  often  more 
fuccefsful  than  the  laborious  hand  ;  though  both 
fhould  be-  united  in  mod  employments. 

II.  Having  confidered  the  nature  and  advanta¬ 
ges  of  prudence  and  diferetion  3  we  come  now 
to  indance  the,  particulars  wherein  the  Trades¬ 
man  is  called  to  the  exercife  of  it,,  namely, 

I .  In  getting  a  full  infight  into  his  calling  ;  fo 
as  to  know  all  the  parts,  and  lawful  art?  and 
methods  of  it.  The  nature  and  quality  6f  the 
commodities  he  deals  in  ;  proper  times  arid  pla¬ 
ces  for  buying  and  vending  of  them  :*  tire  cuan- 
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tities  of  each  that  are  moft  likely  to  produce  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  the  beft  method  and  art  of  manufac¬ 
turing  goods  and  the  certain  nojlrums  which  are 
in  moft  callings,  and  on  which  much  of  the 
fuccefs  of  them  depends  i  T[  hefe,  and  every 
other  part,  fhould  be  well  ftudied,  and  fully 
underftood.  Leave  it  to  others  to  pride  them- 
felves  in  the  knowledge  of  callings  foreign  to 
their  own ;  or  to  be  curioully  prying  into  the 
condutft:  and  concerns  of  others ;  and  remember 
that  w  the  wifdom  of  the  prudent  is  to  under- 
ftand  his  own  way.5’*  Your  trade  or  calling  is 
your  proper  province,  for  the  improvement  of 
which  your  mind  and  capacities  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  neither  God  nor  man  will  condemn 
you  for  inexperience  in  the  bufinefs  of  others.— 
Let  the  time  of  your  apprenticejhip  be  carefully 
improved  to  this  end  :  Treafure  up  all  the  know¬ 
ledge  you  can  attain  by  obfervation  and  inftruc- 
tion,  and  never  be  afhamed  to  continue  learning 
any  honeft  fkill  \  for  no  fortune  or  application 
will  fupport  a  man  who  is  remarkably  defective 
in  knowledge.  Your  fuccefs  is  likely  to  be  that 
of  a  rich  veflel  guided  by  an  unlkilful  Pilot, 
in  danger  foon  to  be  fhipwrecked  and  loft.  And 
all  mafters  fhould  make  confcience,  honeftly  and 
faithfully  to  injlrutt  their  apprentices  in  all  the 
lawful  and  gainful  myfteries  of  their  callings  : 
This  they  are  bound  to  do  by  their  own  agree¬ 
ment,  and  by  all  the  rules  of  juftice  and  honor. 

2d,  In  the  prudent  choice  of  the  feveral  circum - 
fiancee  of  trade . 

For  'Time.  Chufe  that  which  is  moft  fuitable^ 
for  your  bufinefs ;  u  for  to  every  thing  there  is 
a  feafon,  and  a  time  to  every  purpofe  And 
among  the  reft,  “  a  time  to  buy,  and  a  time  to 

fell,"  ( y)  which  every  wife  Tradefman  will 

(y)  iil»  I  * 
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obferve*  The  future  contingencies  of  bufinefsv 
and  the  rife  and  fall,  of  the  value  of  commodi¬ 
ties,  often  depend  upon  fuch  uncertain  or  un¬ 
known  caufes,  that  the  deeped:  penetration  is> 
not  able  to  fathom  ;  but  to  buy  goods  when 
they  are  cheap,  and  fell  them  when  they  are 
growing  dear  y  and  at  all  times  to  be  cautious* 
o t  over -charging  yourfelves  with  dear  or  change¬ 
able  goods,  are  maxims  of  prudence  that  never 
vary.  Futurity  is  hid  from,  us,  but  difcrction  is 
given  to  direct  us,  and  thofe  of  the  belt  discern¬ 
ment  and  fagacity  are  mod  likely  to  be  fuc- 
ccfsful. 

For  Place .  Prudence  wiil  direct  the  Tradef- 
man  to  conlider  which  is  mod  Juttable  and  pro¬ 
per  for  his  calling,  and  fix  there  The  conve¬ 
niences  of  his  family  mud  give  way  to  the  con¬ 
veniences  of  his  bulinefs,  and  his  fancy  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  his  judgment  in  this  affair...  That, 
place  may  be  exceeding  proper  and  advantage¬ 
ous  for  one  employment,  which  perfons  of  a 
different  one  mud  darve  in  ;  and  a  fine'  houfe,, 
or  a  pleafant  fituation,  or  even  a  frnall  rent,  will 
not  make  amends  for  the  want  of  cudomers. 

for  Perfons.  Great  prudence  is  neceffary  m> 
the  choice  of  thefe :  Fird,  Whom  to  truji  *  for 
it  is  not  the  metal  that  glitters  mod,  that  is  al¬ 
ways  the  riched ;  men  are  often  deceitful,  and 
too  many  make  it  their  bufmefs  to  deceive,  and 
enrich  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  unwary 
and  credulous  ;  it  is  better,  therefore,  to  be  at 
the  pains  of  a  diligent  enquiry  after  their  abili¬ 
ties  for  the  trud  which  we  repofe  in  them,  than 
endure  the  grief  of  fad  experience  that  we  were 
midaken  in  our  apprehenfions  concerning  them. 
Certain  it  is,  that  as  there  is  prudence  in  trud- 
ing  fome,  and  charity  in  trufting  others ;  fo 
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there  are  many  whom  it  is  neither  prudence  nor 
charity  to  truft  at  all. — Whom  to  deal  ivith  ;  to 
wit,  with  men  of  conference,  or  at  leaif  of  com¬ 
mon  honefly  ;  and  common  fame  will  ufually 
acquaint  you  who  and  where  they  are  ;  for  thefe 
may  be  relied  upon  with  more  fecurity-than 
others  ;  and  it  is  at  all  times  more  creditable  to 
correfpond  with  men  of  virtue,  than  with  knaves* 
Laftly,  Whom  to  he  familiar  ivith.  For  though 
we  fhould  be  friendly  to  all,  yet  familiar  only 
with  a  few  ;  and  they  fhould  be  fuch  as  we  may 
either  receive  good  from,  or  do  good  unto: 
And  even  of  thefe,  not  too  many  ;  for  the 
Tradefiranfs  employment  will  not  allow  him. 
time  fufficient  for  performing- the  nscetTary  offi¬ 
ces  of  friendship  to  a  great  number  ;  let  there¬ 
fore  the  wife  and  prudent,  the  virtuous  and  good, 
be  the  perfons.  of  your  intimacy  and  choice  ;  for  ' 
nothing  has  a> greater  influence  on  our  prefent 
and  future  happinefs-  or  miiery,  than  our  chcfen 
companions,  as  was  before  obferved..  tc  He 
that  walketh  with  wife  men  lhall  be  wife,  but  a 
companion  of  fools  fhal'l  be  defrayed.”  (z) 

3d,  This  prudence  fhould  appear  in  ufing  'ma¬ 
ture  deliberation  in  affairs  of  importance. .  It  is  too  ' 
vihble  that  even  men  of.  ingenuity  are  often  ru¬ 
ined  by  their  raflwefs.  Neither  confidering  the. 
circum fiances  that  are  neceffary  to  dire£l  them 
in  a  proper  condu£f,  nor  viewing  the  confequen- 
ces  that  flow  from  them  ;  but  a  plaufble  ap¬ 
pearance  of  things,^  or  2  hafty,  impetuofity  of 
fpirit,  carries  them  on  to  the  irretrievable  ruin  of 
theinfelves  and  families;  fancy  or  paffion,  not 
reafon. and  judgment,  being  the  guides  of  their 
adions.-r- And  there  are  others,  who  lofe  their 
opportunities  of  advantage  by  an  unfettled,  dik- 

(z )  Prov.  xili.  20. 
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tory  temper  of  mind,  fufpending  their  determd 
nations  till  the  proper  feafon  of  a&ing  is  paft  : 
Due  deliberation  is  therefore  recommended,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  importance  and  difficulty  of  the 
affair,  and  the  limits  of  time  it  will  admit  of: 
if  the  cafe  will  allow  of  it,  take  a  night’s  time 
to  think  of  it,  for  that  which  is  weighed  over 
night,  and  reviewed  in  the  morning,  will  be  in 
tome  degree  ripe  for  a  judicious  refolution  :  In¬ 
deed,  as  to  trifling  concerns,  it  is  childifi  and 
unneceffary  to  fpend  much  time  in  determining 
concerning  them  ;  but  of  the  two,  a  circum- 
fpedf  fiownefs  in  words  and  affions,  is  prefera¬ 
ble  to  too  much  fpeed,  as  being  lefs  dangerous 
and  hurtful, 

4th,  In  proportioning  the  affairs  of  your  trade 
to  your  abilities . 

Of  Mind,  So  as  not  to  overcharge  your  un¬ 
der  flanding  or  memory  :  The  mind  of  man,  like  a 
fpring  overfretched,  lofes  its  vigor  :  A  ihipthat 
is  well  buiit,  rigged  and  balanced,  will  carry  a 
heavy  burden  ;  but  if  overladen,  it  finks  :  The 
capacities  of  fome  are  fronger  and  larger  than 
others,  but  none  are  infinite  :  And,  therefore, 
when  you  are  fo  far  overburdened  with  bufinefs, 
as  to  unfit  you  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  yourfelves  ;  when  you  can  neither 
eat,  nor  deep,  nor  be  chearful,  nor  pray,  it  is 
time  to  abate,  and  draw  your  bufinefs  into  Ids 
compafs. 

Of  Body.  That  you  undertake  no  more, 
than  the  Jlrcngth  cf  that  is  able  to  perform  ;  for 
this  ufuaily  proceeds  from  covetoufnefs,  which 
is  grafping  at  every  thing ;  and  makes  men  fiaves 
in  their  callings  ;  and  either  injures  thole  who 
employ  them,  by  difappointments,  or  themfelvcs 
by  too  much  labor  ;  thereby  difiurbing  the  peace 
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of  their  mm cjs,  and  impairing  their  health  and 
itrength.  But  let  fuch  remember  that  God  and 
an  eternal  world  call  for  fome  proportion  of  time 
^g01*  °A  Spirits ;  and  that  our  bodies  were 
^%ned  to  be  “  the  temples  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  (a)  and  not  drudges  and  flaves  to  the 
World  .  And  as  divine  providence  feldom  makes 
it  ne^eilary  for  any  thus  to  Labour  in  the  very  fire ^ 
lo  he  can  caule  it  to  be  for  very  vanity y  to  thofe 
whofe  avarice  prompts  them  thereto. 

Of  Ejiate .  That  you  launch  out  no  further 
than  you  can  feel  ground  under  you:  For 
though  in  fome  cafes,  where  the  gain  is  certain 
or  extremely  probable,  it  may  be  lawful  and  pru¬ 
dent  for  perfons.tQ  enlarge  their  dock  and  trade 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  foundation  5  yet 
every  wife  man  will  be  very  cautious  in  this  maN 
ter  \  and  I  do  not  fee  how  an  honed  man  can 
anfwer  it  to  God  and  his  own  confcience  to  go 
far  this  way,  without  acquainting  his  creditors 
beforehand  with  the  nature  of  his  adventures, 
and  gaining  their  confent ;  for  unexpected  lofTea 
and  disappointments  may  happen ;  and  what  ' 
right  have  you  to  endanger  the  ryin  of  others, 
or  at  lead  their  fqftaining  a.  coniiderable  damage, 
without  their  own  confent  ?  Pride  or  covetoyfnefs. 
are  ufyally  the  motives  to  thefe  hazardous  en- 
terprizes,  and  dioyld  be  watched  again#  by  eve-, 
ry  prudent  Tradeftnari :  For  as  that  water  will; 
turn  one  mill  briikly  round,  which-  will  caufe 
two  to  gojieavily  ;  lb  that  credit  with  which  a> 
perfon  may  cheerfully  carry  bn  a  moderate  trade, 
will  fill  the  mind;  with,  confuiion  and  anxiety, 
when  it  is  extended,  to.  a  greater  degree  The 
dory  often  ends  fadly,.  and  lie  who  was  not  con¬ 
tented  to  trade  with  his  own  dock,  mud  be  glad? 
to  five  upon  another's  chanty. 

(a)  x  Got«.uw.  I0»« 
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Jth,  In  regulating  your  expenses  by  your  abili~ 
ties .  As  men  fhould  not,  on  the  one  hand, 
ftom  a  fordid  difpofition,  Jive  too  much  below 
their  incomes.,  ahd  deprive  themfelvcs  and  fam¬ 
ilies  of  what  may  contribute  to  the  comforts  of 
life ;  fo,  on  the  othef,  great  caution  fhould  be 
tifed  that  their  experlces  do  hoi  exceed  their  due 
proportion  ;  for  without  the  gift  of  prophecy  it 
Is  eafy  to  fofetel  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
fuch  a  conduct ;  u  Expenfive  living  is  a  kind  of 
flow  fev£r  that  preys  upon  the  fpirits  and  vitals 
of  the  Tradefman,  and  when  it  is  confiderably 
increafed,  is  as  fatal,  and  as  fure  to  kill  :  It  feeds 
upon  the  two  molt  eflential  branches  of  his 
trade,  his  credit  and  his  cajh ;  whereby  the  Ian- 
guifhing  Tradefman  is  overwhelmed. — There 
is  a  load  of  pride  uppn  the  temper  of  the  nation, 
vVhich,  notwithstanding  all  the  inconveniences 
sf  trade,  prompts  people  ter  a  profulion  in  their 
expences,  that  I  think  may  very  properly  be  call¬ 
ed  a  plague  upon  them  ;  the  poor  will  live  like 
the  rich,  2md  the  rich  like  the  great,  and  the 
great  like  the  greateft ;  and  thus  the  nation  runs 
on  in  a  iind  of  diftra&ion  at  this  time;  and 
-where  it  will  end \  tiine  will  difeov'er.”  %  Some 
are  fuch  Haves  to  their  appetites ,  that  the  belly 
devours  what  the  head  and  hands  have  labored 
for.— The  pride  of  others,  in  the  expenfivenefs 
;'©f  ;their  koiffcs  and  jurniture ;  the  coftlinefs  of 
apparel  for  themfelves,  their  wives  or  children  ; 
•or  the  number  and  luxury  of  their  entertainmenu 
<deltroy  their-fubftance,  and  leave  their  creditors 
and  workmen  exclaiming  againft  their  injuftice 
«nd  extravagance ;  and  multitudes  are  continu¬ 
ally  ruined  by  the  excefTive  love  of  pleafure 
which  necenarily  produces  expences  of  many 

4  Compleat  Engllfn  Tradefman,  Vol.  J.  Chap.  10. 
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forts.  The  Tradefman  will  find  all  his  refelu- 
tion  little  enough  to  withftand-the  torrent  of  this 
evil  :  But  prudence  will  teach  him  to  live  rather 
below7,  than  above  his  income,  not  knowing 
what  cafualties  and  difappointments  futurity 
may  produce;  and  “  he  that  begins  to  live  as 
he  fhoukl  end,  will  foon  end  worfe  than  he 
began. 5  * 

bill.  Prudence  will  direcl  the  Tradefman  to  a 
frequent  infpechon  into  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  ;  that 
he  may  know  whether,  and  how  much  he 
thrives  or  languidly  therein.  This  is  efpecially 
neceffary  with  refpect  to  your  fouls  ;  and  he 
mu  ft  live  very  uncomfortably,  or  be  a  very 
bankrupt  in  religion,  who  neglects  it.  But  it  is 
of  ufe  alfo  in  temporal  concerns  ;  and  to  this  end 
a  regular  method  fhould  be  kept  in  your  books  of 
account  that  you  may  readily  and  certainly  view 
the  pod ure  cf  your  affairs.  If  you  find  that 
you  improve  in  your  way,  this  -will  afford  you 
latisfaction  and  pleafure,  and  fliould  excite  your 
gratitude  to  God,  for  his  goodnefs  in  bl effing 
your  labours.  If  you  perceive  things  to  be  at 
a  [land,  you  will  be  quickened  to  greater  fruga¬ 
lity  and  induflry,  before  it  is  too  late.  And  if 
you  are  declining  in  your  efiate,  it  will  oblige  you 
to  fearch  for  the  eaufe  of  your  decay,  to  ex¬ 
amine  what  excels  or  imprudence  you  are  charge¬ 
able  with,  and  rectify  your  conduct  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  efpecially,  to  enquire  whether  any  cri¬ 
minal  conduct  towards  God,  the  negleff  of  his 
day,  or  worfhip  ;  uncharitablenefs  to  the  poor, 
or  injuflice  to  others  ;  does  not  provoke  the  di¬ 
vine  providence  to  blaft  your  gains,  and  render 
your  labors  abortive.  “For  if  ye  will  not  hear, 
and  if  ye  will  not  lay  it  to  heart,  to  give  glory 
unto  my  name,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  I  will 
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even  fend  a  curfe  upon  you,  and  I  will  curfe 
your  bleffings  ;  yea,  I  have  curfed  them  already, 
becaufe  ye  do  not  lay  it  to  heart,  &c.  (/>)”  ln- 
fpedf  therefore  your  conduct  both  to  God  and 
man  ;  infpe6t  the  date  of  your  own  affairs  ;  for 
it  is  better  to  furvey  your  own  accounts,  than 
that  commtffioners  fhould  do  it  for  you  ;  and  give 
me  leave  to  add  this  advice,  that  if  you  find 
your  condition  fo  low,  as  not  to  be  more  than 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  your  creditors,  prudence  and 
juftice  require  you  to  flop  in  time ;  hereby  your 
reputation  will  be  preferved  as  an  honed  man, 
and  you  will  find  even  your  creditors  ready  to 
afiift  your  future  attempts. 

.  Prudence  is  to  be  exerci fed  in  gove miner 
tboje  paffions  to  which  our  callings  mod  expofe 
os.  The  paflions  of  the  mind  are  natural  to 
us  and  infeparable  from  us  ;  but  the  govern- 
ment  of  them,  and  fubduing  their  exceffes,  is 
the  bufinefs  of  .  wifdom  and  virtue .  To  be  a 
jervant  to  them  is  a  mifery  below  a  Have:  This 
bondage  the  tradefman  is  in  danger  of  from  va¬ 
rious  caufes.  Sometimes  difeontent  is  ready  to 
ieize  him,  becaufe  the  wind  does  not  favor  his 
merchandize,  or  the  weather  his  manufa&ure. 
He  is  fubjedt  to  envy,  from  the  fuperior  profpe- 
nty  and  fuccefs  of  others,  whom  he  obferves  to 
have  more  cudom  or  credit  than  himfelf.  The 
paliion  of  fear,  which  was  implanted  in  our  na¬ 
tures  to  prevent  evils,  and  not  to  increafe 

fiirks  iS  ?•  fluKauate  his  mind-  and  his 
pirifs  ,  and  it  is  the  triumph  of  prudence  to  ex- 

iinguifh  the  exceffes  of  it.  When  we  have 

done  our  duty,  and  aded  according  to  the  bell 

of  our  judgments,  we  (hould  no  longer  torment 

urfeives  about  the  event  of  things,  but  leave 

(}>)  U  a  Cor.  ix,  6.  Ezek.  xxii.  ,5. 
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ourfelves  and  all  our  concerns  to  the  wife  and 
good  providence  of  God.  But  foolifti  hopes  are 
often  more  fatal  to  the  prefent  and  eternal  con¬ 
cerns  of  men,  than  groundlefs  fears  ;  the  one, 
though  uncomfortable,  quickens  the  fpirits  to  vi¬ 
gor  and  a&ivity:,  to  prevent  the  evils  apprehend¬ 
ed  ;  the  other  leaves  us  in  a  fatal  fecurity  and 
prefumption.  How  many  tradefmen  are  ruined 
by  their  vain  hopes !  Some  enriching  fcheme, 
like  the  ignis  fatuus ,  glitters  at  a  diftance,  and 
leads  them  through  manifold  difficulties  in  the 
purfuit,  but  when  it  is  approached,  vanifhes  into 
air ;  others  have  great  expectations  from  the 
death  of  rich  friends,  or  fome  precarious  con¬ 
tingency,  in  the  imagination  of  which  they  neg- 
le6t  their  proper  bufinefs,  live  above  their  pre¬ 
fent  eftates  ;  and,  as  the  dog  is  reprefented  to 
do  in  the  fable,  quit  their  prefent  pofTeiTions  to 
catch  at  fhadows  :  yea,  many  times  fuch  is  the 
infatuation,  though  they  feel  themfelves  fink¬ 
ing,  they  buoy  up  their  fpirits  with  thefe  foolijh 
hopes ,  until  they  can  neither  avoid  their  fall,  nor 
recover  from  it.  Another  paffion  too  common 
to  the  tradefman  is,  rafh  anger  ;  to  this  he  is  more 
or  lefs  expofed  according  to  his  natural  temper, 
and  employment ;  and  z vifdofn  and  prudence  muff 
be  exercifed  to  fupprefs  it.  A  wife  man  will  con* 
(ider,  before  he  gives  vent  to  his  anger,  whether 
there  is  a  fufficient  caufe  for  it,  or  it  is  likely  tp 
be  attended  with  good  effects  ;  he  will  make  al¬ 
lowances  for  the  circumftances  of  the  adtion, 
and  the  capacity  of  the  agent ;  and  defer  the 
expreffions  of  refentment  until  the  mind  is  calm 
and  fedate  ;  that  his  judgment  may  be  juft  and 
merciful,  and  his  anger  not  mixed  with  fin * 
Though  cuftomers  may  be  provoking  ;  fervnnts 
and  workmen  idle  and  unfaithful  >  relatives  cla- 


Of  Prudence .  51 

morous  and  peevifh ;  yet  religious  wifdom  and 
prudence  will  fo  far  influence  the  tradefman  that 
is  poffeffed  of  it,  that  they  {hall  not  greatly  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  his  mind,  nor  diforder  the 
management  of  his  affairs  ;  or  render  him  rude 
and  infolent  to  his  cuflomers :  for  this  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  maxim,  that  the  more  we  are  governed  by 
wifdom ,  the  lefs  we  fhall  be  inflamed  by  pajjton. 

8th,  This  dlfcretion  is  to  be  employed  in  a 
prudent  confederation  of  the  contingencies  of  our  call¬ 
ings.  Thefe  are  exceedingly  various,  and  fall 
under  the  obfervation  of  every  tradefman  in  his 
way  }  the  prudent  man  in  thefe  cafes  confiders, 
what  may  fall  out  in  this  or  that  country ;  in 
this  or  the  other  commodity’;  upon  the  return 
of  fuch  and  fuch  (hips,  and  the  like  ;  with 
the  feverai  degrees  of  probability  ;  and  then 
orders  Ids  affairs  accordinelv.  If  there  was  in 

o  J 

every  trade  a  certain  and  conftant  method,  and 
chain  of  events,  a  fmall  degree  of  fagacity 
would  ferve  ;  but  with  many  callings  it  is  other- 
wife,  which  makes  it  neceffary  for  us  to  ufe  our 
reafony  objervation ,  and  experience  to  diredl  us 
when  to  extend  or  contradl  our  fails,  and  what 
courfe  to  fleer  ;  alvyays  remembering  to  regulate 
our  conduct  by  the  rules  of  juftice  and  charity 
to  others  ;  and  not  to  exercife  our  penetration 
and  judgment,  to  prejudice  and  enfnare  the  lefs 
knowing  and  confiderate.  And  then,  what  is 
out  of  our  power  fhould  be  out  of  our  care ; 
we  fhould  confider  that  prefent  duty  is  ours,  but 
future  events  are  God’s.  Whatever  difappoint- 
ments  we  meet  with  in  our  callings,  let  us  pati¬ 
ently  and  cheerfully  fubmit  to  his  wifdom  and 
government,  and  ff ill  continue  to  truft  in  his 
goodnefs,  to  be  conflant  in  our  duty,  and  dili¬ 
gent  in  our  employments,  hoping  that  our  Ioffe? 
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will  Toon  be  made  up  to  us,  either  by  the  peace 
and  enjoyment  of  our  own  minds,  or  by  the 
oleffings  ot  divine  providence,  or  both. 

9thy  This  prudence  is  efpecially  to  be  exerci¬ 
sed  in  avoiding  thofe  methods  by  which  others  have 
been  ruined.*  Every  finking  tradefman  is  a  leflbn 
of  inftruCtion  to  us,  and  it  is  far  better  to  learn 
wifdom  from  the  fatal  experience  of  others ,  than 
our  own.  Let  us  caft  our  eyes  abroad,  and  dif- 
cern  the  rocks  whieh  they  have  dafhed  upon,  and 
me  quickfands  in  which  they  have  been  fwal- 
iowed  up,  and  let  our  prudence  be  employed  in 
lhunning  them.  To  inftance  in  a  few  : 

Company -keeping.  I  am  fpeaking  of  it  now, 
not  in  a  religious,  but  prudential  view  ;  in  this 
light,  how  often  has  excefs  herein  been  the 
tradefman’s  ruin  !  Bufinefs  negleCted  is  bufinefs 
*oft  ,  and  the  tiwrinaa  who  can  fatisfv  himfelf 
to  be  abfent  from  his  employ,  has  no  right  to 
expect  fuccefs  in  it ;  much  converfation  abroad 
mud:  neceflarily  take  up  much  time ,  and  is  uftial- 
ly  attended  with  great  expence.  The  lofs  of  the 
firft  is  often  more  fatal  than  that  of  the  laft ;  as 
money  may  be  recovered,  but  time  cannot.  In 
the  hours  of  abfence,  bufinefs  prefents,  a  valua¬ 
ble  cuftomer  comes  to  buy ,  who,  not  finding  the 
mafter,  goes  elfewhere.  An  unexpected  bargain 
offers  to  be  foldy  an  advantage  which  may  never 
return  again.  Servants  are  hereby  left  to  them- 
felves,  who,  if  they  are  unfaithful  and  negligent, 
embezzle  the  cadi,  difoblige  the  cuftomers,  de- 
ftroy  and  fpoil  the  manufactures,  and  do  an  in- 
expreflible  wrong :  and,  which  may  appear 
ftrange  at  firft  view,  the  injury  is  as  great,  if 
they  are  diligent,  obliging  and  faithful :  the  fer- 
vant  who  ufed  to  aSt  as  mafer  in  the  (hop,  and 
render  himfelf  acceptable  to  the  cuftomers  in 
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ills  mailer’s  abfence,  when  his  time  is  expired, 
or  he  fets  up  for  himfelf,  will  neceflarily  draw 
the  cuftomers  with  him  ;  and  the  man  who  was 
contented  with  the  (hadow  of  authority  in  his 
fhop,  will  find  only  the  Ihadow  of  bufinefs  left 
there  ;  when  his  ingenious  and  ruling  fervant  is 
feparated  from  him.  Let  your  attendance  in 
bufinefs  be  conftant,  your  commodities  good, 
the  prices  reafonable,  and  your  deportment  ci¬ 
vil  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  anfwer  for  it  that 
you  will  find  more  fuccefs  in  this  way,  under 
the  blefllng  of  providence,  than  by  a  wandering 
purfuit  of  bufinefs  abroad ,  to  the  lofs  of  time, 
expence  of  money,  the  negledt  of  fervants  and 
family  ;  and,  which  is  a  confequence  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  all  the  reft,  and  too  frequent  to 
be  paded  by  without  regard,  the  lofs  of  the  foul, 
by  the  contagion  of  corrupt  principles  and  evil 
practices.  “  They  who  are  leaft  fenfible  of  their 
danger  in  this  refpedt,  are  mod  likely  to  feel  its 
fatal  effedfs.” 

Surety/hip.  Which  though  it  may  be  lawful, 
and  in  fome  cafes  necefiary,  yet  fhould  be  enga¬ 
ged  in  with  the  utrnoft  care  and  caution  ;  and 
nothing  can  juftify  our  entering  into  obligations 
of  this  nature,  unlefs  we  are  able  to  make  them 
goo  A  without  injury  to  ourfelves  and  families,  or 
perturbation  of  mind,  and  can  pay  them  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  we  do  other  debts ;  for  cer¬ 
tainly  the  whole  obligation  lies  continually  upon 
the  furety ,  both  in  law  and  in  confcience,  in 
cafe  the  principal  proves  infolvent ;  and  who  can 
be  content  to  run  thefe  rifques  ?  If  it  be  ob- 
jedted,  that  there  is  no  trading  without  doing 
this  a6b  of  friendship  for  one  another;  I  anfwer^ 
although  men  cannot,  in  ail  inftances,  trade  fo 
high  without  it,  the  defire  of  which  may  pro- 
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ceed  from  pride  and  covetoufnefs,  and  end  in 

luin  V^et  may  carried  on  in  a  way 

more  fafe,  and  not  lefs  comfortable.  If  the  perfon 

is  a  o  prudence  and  integrity,  the  creditor 
may  rely  upon  his  (ingle  bond,  without  entang¬ 
ling  another  with  him;  and  if  he  is  not  fo,  I 
am  lure  he  is  not  lit  for  your  truft.  If  a  refu¬ 
te!  to  enter  into  obligations  of  this  fort  is  charg¬ 
ed  upon  you,  as  the  want  of  friendship  or  grati¬ 
tude  ;  ftudy  to  oblige  them  fome  other  way,  and 
endeavour  to  convince  them  that  it  is  not  a  de¬ 
tect  of  honor  or  friend/hip  which  occafions  your 
denial ;  for  alas,  this  perfon  who  now  folicits 
you,  may  be  deeper  in  debt  than  you  are  aware  of : 
or  he  may  be  bound  for  others  for  more  than  he 
is  worth  ;  or  he  may  be  lefs  careful  and  jujl  than 
you  imagine  .  or,  at  Jeaft,  he  is  ?nortal ,  and  may 
leave  his  eftate  and  you  fo  much  entangled  at  his 
death,  as  may  be  exceedingly  injurious,  if  not 
totally  deftrudhve  to  you.  Thefe  are  not  idle 
fuppofitions  ;  but  cafes  that  occur  every  day. 
Therefore,  “  my  fon,  be  not  thou  one  of  them 
that  (hike  hands,  or  of  them  that  are  fureties 
for  debts.  But  if  thou  art  engaged,  if  thou  be 
furety  for  thy  friend,  if  thou  haft  given  thy 
hand  to  a  ftranger ;  thou  art  fnared  with  the 
words  of  thy  mouth.-rGive  not  deep  to  thine 
eyes,  nor  Humber  to  thine  eyelids,  until  thou 
haft  delivered  thyfelf,  &c,”  (c)  * 

Gaming,  is  another  ruinous  para&ice  which 
prudence  will  preferve  you  from.  Much  time 
is  fpent  by  many  in  this  idle  courfe ;  and  I  doubt 

(c)  Prov.  iv,  I"-"^  Xxii,  26.  xi,  15. 

#  I  do  not  by  this  intend  to  fuggeft,  that  there  are  no  cafes  in 
which  furety /hip  for  others  may  be  prudently  entered  into,  but 
my  defign  is  to  caution  the  tradefman  again/?:  thole  ralh  unthink - 
teg  engagements  which  have  been  attended  with  fuch  evil  confe¬ 
rences  to  many,  asvi  often  pjavsd  their  utter  ruin. 
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a  pack  of  cards ,  of  a  game  at  tables ,  have  often 
nccafioned  the  exercifes  of  religion  (private  and 
family)  to  be  neglected ;  but  that  which  I  have- 
principally  in  view  is,  hazardous  games,  of  whi^h 
men  make  not  a  diveriion,,  but  a  trade,  and  ven¬ 
ture  more  upon  the  contingency  of  fuccefs,  than 
either  reafon  or  confcience  can  juftify.  Make 
it  your  rule,  to  play  for  no  more  in  any  recrea¬ 
tion  than  you  may  lawfully  expend  upon  your  de- 
light:,  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  this  cometh 
of  evil.  Though  many  other  vices  may  certain¬ 
ly  ruin  you,  yet  thefe  two  follies  of  gaming  and 
jurety/hip  may  very  fuddenly  do  it.  Many  have 
by  thefe  in  a  few  hours  undone  themfelves  and. 
their  families  beyond  all  recovery.  Let  no  temp¬ 
tation,  therefore,  of  a  lpeedy  gain,  engage  you 
in  a  courfe  fo  oppofite  to  the  laws  of  God,  and 
the  friendfhip  and  love  that  is  due  to  man,  and 
lo  ruinous  and  deftruffivc  to  thofe  who.  enter 
into  it ;  but  fix  your  unalterable  reflations  a- 
gainil  it..  u  Enter  not  into  this  path  of  the 
wicked,  and  go  not  in  this  way  of  evil  men  : 
avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  and  pafs 
away ”(d)  And  never  reckon  your  wealth  your 
own,  until  you  have  rcflored  whatfoever  you 
have  thus  injuriouily  or  difhoneftly  gained. 

Prudence  will  teach  you  to  avoid  an  exeeffive 
curiofity  ;  or  a  bujy  intermedleingr  with  the  concerns 
of  others.  Every  tradefman  has  bufinefs  enough 
at  home  to  employ  his  time  and  faculties  ;  ei¬ 
ther  in  works  of  piety  to  God,  charity  to  thedif- 
trefTed,  civility  to  friends  and  relatives,  or  the 
necelTary  employments  of  his  calling  ;  but  there 
is  no  wifaom  in  intermeddling  with  the  concerns 
of  others,  without  a  juft  caufe,  and  a  due  call. 
Much  time  is  loft,  and  little  good  is  obtained, 

( d)  Prov.  iv.  14,  15, 
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by  this  trifling  difpofition:  But  above  all,  be  con- 
fcientioufly  cautious  of  bufying  yourfelf  with  the 
affairs  of  fate.  Many  indulge  them  tel  ves  in  great 
vupertinency.  in  this  refpec't ;  that  affedi  to  have  a* 
profound  knowledge  of  politics;  to  be  acquain¬ 
ted  with  private  negotiations,  and  the  fecret 
fprings  of  aftion  ;  to  which  are  often  added,  rafh 
cenfures  of  what  they  do  not  underhand.  They 
can.  find  fome  fault  in  every  meafure  of  their  go--, 
vernors  ;  can  tell  to  whole  ignorance  or  unfaith- 
fulnefs  every  difappointment  was  owing ;  or  to 
gratify  whole  pride  or  revenge  this  or  that  hep 
was  taken,  or  law  made.  By  this  means  they 
not  only  difcover  great  folly,  but  divert  others 
from  their  proper  bufinels,  and  fet  them  againft 
the  mod  prudent  or  even  neceffary  meafures  ; 
and  rebellion  itfelf  is  fomented  by  indulging 
this  idle  humour.  Let  it  be  your  endeavour  to^ 
fill  up  the  ftation  in  which  you  are  placed,  with 
proper  duty,  and  to  promote  the  public  good  by 
all  prudent  and  laudable  means ;  but  let  no  pre¬ 
tence,  how  pious  foever,  nor  any  profpedf,  how 
fpecious  foever,  nor  any  preiTure,  how  great  foe¬ 
ver,  prevail  with  you  to  difturb  the  public  peace, 
to  difhonour  your  rulers,  or  embark  in  any  de- 
fign  unjuftifiable  by  the  laws  you  are  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by.  Let  God  alone  to  rule  the  world ; 
let  the  lawful  magihrate  alone  to  rule  his  fitbjefls ; 
and  let  it  be  your  bufinefs  cheerfully  to  obey,  or 
quietly  to  fuffer.  “  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the 
name  of  Chrift,  happy  are  ye  :  but  let  none  of 
you  fuffer  as  an  evil-doer ,  or  as  a  bufy-body  in 
©ther  men’s  matters. ’Y*) 

ioth,  Prudence  will  direct  you  fo  to  difpofe  the 
cojnmon  bufinefs  of  life ,  as  not  to  obfrufl  the  duties  of 
religion  :  But  that  they  may  harmonize  and  af- 

(c)  i  Peter  iv,  14  15* 
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nft  each  other.  It  is  true,  the  nature  of  fome 
employments,  and  the  neceility  of  fome  Tradef- 
men,  allow  them  lefs  time  for  the  worfhip  of 
God,  and  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  than 
others:  But  the  pious  Tradefman,  whatever 
his  buiinefs  or  neceility  may  be,  will  redeem  fome 
time  for  the  noble  and  necelfary  employments  of 
religion ;  and  does  not  fo  far  confider  his  relati¬ 
on  to  the  prefent  ftate ,  as  to  forget  the  eternal 
concerns  of  another  world.  His  devotion  dif- 
pofes  him  for  his  buiinefs,  and  his  bufinefs 
makes  his  devotion  welcome :  And  the  lefs 
time  he  can  fpare  in  the  week,  the  more  careful 
he  is  to  improve  jhe  chriftian  fabbath,  when  it 
returns  :  Thus  he  draws  down  the  blelfing  of 
heaven  upon  all  the  labours  of  life,  and  gains 
that  wifdom  and  virtue,  as  enables  him  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  duties  and  bear  the  burdens  of  it.  Buf 
imprudence,  as  well  as  irreligion,  often  renders 
the  exercifes  of  devotion  difiafteful  ;  the  unfit- 
nefs  of  the  feafons  of  it,  or  the  undue  choice  of 
other  circumftances,  occafions  confufion  in  the 
difcharge  of  it ;  which  if  it  were  prudently  and 
fincerely  performed,  would  appear  the  moil  de¬ 
lightful  and  beneficial  employment  of  time. 

III.  To  conclude :  From  what  has  been 
faid,  we  learn  of  what  importance  prudence  is  to 
a  Tradesman.  It  may  be  of  more  fervice  to 
him  than  all  his  fock  or  all  his  friends  .  It  will 
make  him  amiable  and  ufeful  to  others,  and  hap-* 
py  in  himfelf.  It  fitould  therefore  be  our  con¬ 
cern  to  acquire  as  much  of  this  excellent  quali¬ 
ty  as  may  be.  It  is  true,  fagacity  is  a  natural 
gift,  and  all  men  do  not  feem  to  be  equally  en¬ 
dowed  with  it.  But  it  may  be  improved. ,  as  any 
other  faculty  of  the  mind  may.  Reafoning  on 
the  probable  confequences-  of  things,  with  a 
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careful  obiervation  of  events  as  they  arife,  may 
be  of  great  ufe ;  but  above  all,  it  is  neceflary  we 
mould  get  the  command  pf  our  paffions ;  that 
they  may  not  biafs  our  judgment,  nor  hurry  us 
on  to  action  before  we  have  deliberated  at  all, 
or  in  proportion  to  the  importance  and  difficul¬ 
ty  of  the  matter.  For  generally,  imprudent 
Heps  are  taken,  not  for  want  oi  capacity  to  judge 
of  their  nature  or  confequences  ;  but  through 
pffion  and  hajie  men  do  what  they  themfelves 
could  fee  to  be  imprudent,  if  they  would  allow 
themfelves  time  to  think  coolly  and  maturely 
upon  it. 

Beg  that  the  Father  of  Lights  would  inftrutt 
you:  For  “  he  giveth  wildom ;  out  of  his 
mouth  cometh  underdanding,  &c/’  Prov,  ii,  6 . 
“  He  gives  it  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraid- 
eth  not.”  And  he  has  feidv  C£  if  aav 

lack  wifdom,  let  him-afk  it  of  God/'  He  knows 
all  the  connexions  of  things,  he  can  induence 
your  mind,  and  direct  your  thoughts ;  and 
fave  you  from  fatal  errors  in  civil  as  well  as  re¬ 
ligious  life  :  And  keep  off  temptations  of  one 
kind  and  another.  God  can  give  more  wifdom- 
than  man  can  .acquire  of  hjmfelf,  and  thofe  who 
mod  ferioufly  and  comhntly  depend  upon  him,, 
are  certainly  the  perfons  that  are  mod  likely  to> 
be  poflefled  of  that  wifdom  which  God  himfelf 
will  approve, 

Efpecially  (Indy  the  facred  feriptures ,  Thefe 
are  the  words  of  the  only-wife  God.  There 
you  will  find  precepts  of  wifdom  fuited  to  eve¬ 
ry  date  and  condition  of  life  ;  particularly  in 
that  excellent  colleXion  of  Proverbs ,  which  was 
dictated  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  on  purpofe  to 
convey  to  the  u  young  man  knowledge  and 
diferetion,”  (f)  A  book,  therefore,  which 

(f)  Prov.  i.  4. 
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Should  often  be  confulted  by  every  religious 
Tradefman  ;  and  would  certainly  have  been 
preferred,  even  by  the  polite  world,  to  the 
writings  of  Socrates ,  Seneca^  or  Cicero ,  had  it 
not  come  to  us  under  the  disadvantageous  cha¬ 
racter  of  divine  iifpiration — Confult  wife  men . 
The  long  observations  of  others  may  boon  be 
-your’s  if  you  are  willing  to  learn  :  Do  not 
think  that  all  the  methods  and  rules  of  wifdom 
and  prudence,  are  to  be  grafped  by  your  own 
Skill ;  but  rather  chufe  to  be  learning  among 
the  wife,  than  priding  yourfelf  among  the  fool¬ 
ish  :  £  or  he  that  hearkeneth  unto  counjel ,  as  well  as 
he  that  is  able  to  give  it,  is  wife.  And  add 
thereto,  the  ferious  confideration  of  perfons  and 
things ;  whereby  your  wifdom  will  greatly  im¬ 
prove  :  Every  thriving  or  decaying  Tradefman 
will  be  a  lelfon  of  infer  u&ion  to  you.  'Solomon 
learned  wifdom  this  way ;  “  he  looked  upon 
the  field  of  the  ilothful,  he  confidered  it,  and  re¬ 
ceived  inftru&ion  and  do  you  imitate  him 
therein. 

But  while  you  are  acquiring  an  honeft  and 
laudable  habit  of  prudence ,  let  it  not  degenerate 
into  fubtilty  and  craft ;  nor  let  a ny,  under  the 
pretence  of  wifdom,  allow  themfelvcs  to  over¬ 
reach  or  deceive  others,  or  make  a  prey  of  their 
eafy  and  well-meaning  neighbours,  to  compafs 
their  own  covetous  or  ambitious  ends.  This  is 
wifdom  from  beneath  ;  and  as  it  comes  from  hell, 
fo  it  leads  to  it :  for  a  the  unrighteous  fhall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  (g)  and  the  apof- 
tle  adds,  be  not  deceived  a  caution  that  plain¬ 
ly  intimates,  it  is  more  than  potfible  the  prof- 
pe6f  of  gain  may  blind  the  minds  of  men,  and 
make  them  infenfible  of  their  guilt  and  danger  ; 
But  whatever  apprehenfions  thefe  perfons  may 

( sc)  *  Ccr.  vi,  9. 
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have  of  their  fagacity  and  prudence,  the  world 
cannot  produce  a  greater  fool ,  than  he  who  will 
arrront  God,  injure  his  neighbour,  and  deftroy 
1.1^  own  foul,  foi  the  fake  of  a  little  momentary  pain . 

“  A  good  man  fheweth  favour,  and  lendeth  • 
hewih  guide  his  aifars  with  difcretion ,  Pfah  cxii,  5! 

“  fon5  attend  unto  my  wifdom,  and  bow 
down  thine  ear  to  underftanding.  That  thou 
may  eft  regard  difcretion ,  and  that  thy  lips  may 
keep  knowledge ,  Prov*  v,  i,  2. 

UI,  wifdom,  dwell  with  prudence ,  and  find  out 
knowledge  of  witty  inventions.  I  lead  in  the 
way  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the  midfl  of  the  paths 
of  judgment.  That  I  may  caufe  thofe  that  love 
me,  to  inherit  fubftance,  Prov.  viii,  12 _ 20. 

“  Wife  men  lay  up  knowledge :  but  a  rod  is 
for  the  back  of  him  that  is  void  of  under /landing 
Prov.  x,  13,  14. 

“  He  that  troubleth  his  own  houfe  f hall  in¬ 
herit  the  wind  :  And  the  lool  fhall  be  fervant  to 
the  wife  of  heart,  Prov .  xi.  29. 

^  u  Every  prudent  man  dealeth  with  knovAedgc  : 
But  a  fool  tayeth  open  his  folly,  Prov.  xiii.  16. 

cc  Every  wife  woman  buildeth  her  houfe ; 
but  the  foohjh  plucketh  it  down  with  her  hands. 
The  wifdom  of  the  prudent  is  to  underfland  his 
way.  The  fimple  helieveth  every  word  :  But 
the  pruient  man  looketh  well  to  his  going,  Prov . 
xiv.  1,  8,  15. 

“  There  is  a  treafure  to  be  defired,  and  oil  in 
the  dwelling  of  the  wife:  But  a  foolijh  man 
fpendeth  it  up,  Prov.  xxi.  20. 

“  Through  wifdom  is  an  houfe  builded,  and 
by  underftanding  it  is  eftablifhed. — And  by 
knowledge  (ball  the  chambers  be  filled  with  all 
precious  and  pleafant  riches,  Prov.  xxiv,  3,  4. 

“  Be  ye  wife  as  ferpents,  and  barmlefs  as  doves, 
Matt,  x,  16. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Of  Diligence. 


I.  The  nature  and  views  of  diligence. — -The 
extent  of  it  conftdered and  recommended, 
in  the  ferious  employment  of  our  powers 
and  faculties  $—and  the  Juhfance  of  cur 
time,  in  our  callings. — In  laying  hold  of 
opportunities. — In  a  becoming  care  of 

thofe  things  which  are  accounted fmall _ 

In  rejecting  thofe  avocations  which  would 
divert  us  from  our  proper  buftnefs. — II. 
Ex  citations  to  diligence '  .——Ehe  regard  due 
to  divine  providence. — The  neceffity  of' 
fpimtual  diligence  urged. — - Scriptures  re¬ 
lative  to  this  chapter. 


1  D  I L  I G  E  NCE,  as  it  relates  to  trade,  is 
an  habitual  exertion  of  our  rational  and  ac¬ 
tual  powers  in  our  callings,  and  is  the  happy  me¬ 
dium  between  idlenefs,  fupinenefs  and  trifling 
cunofity  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  Aavifli  drudgin* 
and  immoderate  care  on  the  other.  It  differ? 
not  in  the  religious  tradefman  from  the  fame  vir¬ 
tue  m  other  men,  but  as  it  flows  from  a  better 
principle,  and  is  di reded  to  a  higher  end.  The 
vicious  and  profane,  as  they  know  not  God,  fo 
they  live  not  to  him ;  all  their  labors  and  views 
centre  in  themfelves,  and  the  indulgence  of  their 

rnHet'feSnnC!  d-ef‘reS’  k  the  Princ‘Pal  guide  and 
end  of  all  their  adions.  But  the  good  man 

confiders  himfelf,  whatever  may  be  hisg ffation  in 

F 


62  Of  Diligence, 

life,  as  the  fervant  of  divine  providence ;  and 
makes  the  word,  of  God  the  rule,  and  the  honor 
ot  God  the  end  of  his  common  employments, 
„He  is  diligent  therein,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  as 
well  as  from  the  profpe£f  of  gain.  This  virtue 
is  chiefly  exercifed  in  the  following  particulars. 

I  ft,  In  the  ferious  employment  of  the  powers  cf 
mind  and  body ,  in  our  callings .  .Whatever  faga- 
city  of  mind,  depth  of  judgment,  or  quicknefs 
of  invention  you  are  endowed  with,  ftiould.be 
employed  this  way ;  and  though  there  is  lefs  ufe 
for  thefe  in  fome  callings  than  others,  yet  there 
is  room  for  the  exerdfe  of  them  in  all  ;  and 
they  are  much  betterT/Ivf  in  the  meaneft  callings, 
than  perverted  to  the  diftionor  of  God,  or  the 
injury  of  others.  Again,  have  you  a  firm  con- 
ftitution,  a  vigorous  nerve,  an  able  arm,  or  a 
curious  hand  ;  ferve  God  with  thefe  in  your  call- 
ings  y  for  to  this  eqd  werp  you  intrufted  with 
them.  God  hath  appointed  the  honeft  labors. of 
life  to  provide  fupport  for  the  body,  and  prevent 
thediftempers  of  the  mind  ;  fober  indu/hy  i\ pends 
thofe  exuberant  fpirits,  which  otherwife  are  apt 
to  break  forth  in  unlawful  flames ;  for  the  more 
laborious,  the  lefs  lafeivious  :  Indeed,  we  are  not 
required  fo  to  exhauft  our  ftrength  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  day,  as  to  leave  ourfelves  fpiritlefs  in 
the  clofe  of  it ;  but'  in  moderation  we  fhould 
not  be  backward  to  exert  ourfelves  in  our  em¬ 
ployments,  feeing  God  accepts  of  our  labor  ;  and 
will  by  food  and  reft  recruit  our  ftrength  and 
fpirits  again. 

2d,  in  employing  the  fubjlance  of  our  tune  in  our 
callings.  As  the  fervant’s  time  is  his  matter’s, 
fo  the  matter’s  time  is  God’s,  and  not  his  own', 
which  the  religious  tradefman  will  carefully  im¬ 
prove,  and  wifely  divide  between  the  concerns  of 
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this  life  and  the  next.  Hours  have  wings,  and 
every  moment  flies  up  to  the  Author  ot  time, 
and  carries  notice  of  our  ufage  of  it..  The 
common  callings  of  lifib  neceflarily  require  the 
c'onjlant  employment  of  time,  and  are  not  to  be 
attended  to  as  bufinefs  by  the  by.  T  he  induflri- 
ous  tradefman  will,  if  health  permit,  be  ftirring 
early,  and  continue  with  chearful  diligence  in 
his  bufinefs.  His  family,  and  (hop,  his  friends, 
or  the  public,  teaching  or  learning,  will  find  him 
full  employment  fof  his  time  ;  and  he  will  need 
no  miferable  helps  to  deftroy  that  which  flies 
with  fo  fwift  a  fpeed.  u  Man  goeth  forth  unto 
his  work,  and  to  his  labour,  until  the  even¬ 
ing.”  (hf  ..  .  v 

3d, '  In  laying  hold  of  opportunities ;  for  diligence 
includes  watchfulnefs.  Great  things  may  fome- 
times  be  done  in  a  little  time ;  and  opportuni¬ 
ties,  if  embraced,  will  reward  our  care  and  dili¬ 
gence  ;  if  they  are  let  flip,  may  never  prefent 
themfelves  again  ^  for  “  to  every  thing  there  is 
a  feafon,  and  a  time  to  every  purpofe.”  Thefe 
are  like  wind  and  tide,  with  which  men  fail  with 
cafe  and  expedition,  *  and  thefe  the  diligent 
tradefman  will  be  careful  to  obferve  and  improve. 
Care  is  neceflary  to  fuccefs,  as  well  as  labour ; 
let  men  be  never  fo  induflrious  and  painful,  un- 
lefs  they  are  confiderate  and  watchful,  their  fuc¬ 
cefs  is  like  to  be  but  fmalh 

4th,1  In  a  becoming  attention  to  little  things „ 
Many  fmall  matters  arife  in  time  to  fomething 
confiderable.  A  fmall  cuflomer  attended  to  and 
pieafed,  fliews  the  way.  to  a  greater  :  but  the  dif- 
daining  to  get  or  fave  things  of  fmall  value,  is 
often  puniflied  bv  divine  providence,  in  reducing 
filch  pride  and  carelcfnefs  to  indigence  and  want. 

(k)  Pfal.  civ,  21. 
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It  is  a  very  juft  remark  of  the  wife  man,  “  he 
that  contemneth  fmall  things,  (hall  fall  by  little 
and  little.”  (,')  The  gifts  of  the  Creator's 
bounty,  abufed  by  one  man’s  folly  and  vanity, 
are  often  transferred  to  another,  who  will  make 
a  better  ufe  of  them.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
encourage  a  covetous,  fordid  difpofttion  ;  what  I 
recommend,  is,  a  diligent  care  to  make  the  beft 
life  of  things,  and  to  regard  thofe  jmalkr  mat¬ 
ters  on  which  greater  depend,  or  which  by  fome 
few  repetitions  may  amount  to  fomething  confi- 
derable :  A  cotiftant  and  careful  refpedf  to 
which,  has  raifed  many  perfons  to  a  confiderable 
eft  ate,  and  capacitated  others,  even  with  a  little, 
to  do  much  more  good  than  the  carelefs  perfon 
can  do  with  a  large  income.  Our  divine  Maf- 
ter  has  herein  propofed  his  own  conduct  for  our 
imitation,  who  when  he  had  fed  five  thoufand 
people  with  only  five  loaves  and  two  fifties,  by 
which  he  had  (hewn  how  eafily  he  could  create 
food,  yet  ordered  the  fragments  to  be  gathered 
up,  that  “nothing  might  be  loft.”f^ 

5th,  In  rejelling  thofe  avocations  which  would  di¬ 
vert  you  from  your  bufinefs ♦  The  tradefman’s  fliop 
or  warehoufe  fhould  be  the  place  of  his  delight ; 
from  whence  he  fhould  not  wander  without 
fome  reafonable  motive ;  for  here  his  bufinefs 
and  advantage  lie.  It  muft  be  fomething  con¬ 
fiderable  which  will  juftify  a  tradefman’s  repo- 
fing  himfelf  at  his  country-houfe ,  or  elfewhere , 
while  his  affairs  and  family  at  home  are  left  at 
random.  Many  families  have  this  way  been 
undone ;  and  many  fervants  ruined,  by  being 
left  m  filers  of  th  ir  own  wills  before  they  have  had 
prudence  to  guide  them.  Confider,  Sirs,  how 
is  the  truft  performed  to  the  parents  of  your  ap 

(\)  Ecclef*  xix*  (k)  John  vi,  sz> 
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prentices,  who,  confiding  in  your  perfonal  w7orth 
and  care,  placed  their  children  with  you  ?  Nay, 
how  is  the  truft  performed  to  almighty  God, 
who  by  his  providence  hath  given  you  the  charge 
over  them  ?  And  as  you  are  the  only  perfons 
who  'can  infpecf  and  regulate  their  behaviour, 
while  they  continue  in  your  fervice  ;  it  is  from 
you  that  he  will  require  an  account  concerning 
"them.  If  you  are  grown  too  great  for  your 
trades,  or  they  too  hard  for  you,  it  is  better  to 
refign  them  to  more  diligent  hands,  than  to  car¬ 
ry  them  on  in  a  way  thus  deftrudlive  to  others, 
and  offeniive  to  God.' 

This  diligence  will  guard  you  againft  confum- 
ing  your  time  and  fubftance  at  houfes  of  public  en¬ 
tertainment*  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  how  far  fuch 
converfe  may  be  permitted;  but  it  is  eafy  to 
perceive  that  many  fradefmen  exceed  thofe 
bounds  which  diligence  and  fobriety,  not  to  fay 
religion,  will  allow.'  Flow  many  muft  be  fought 
af  the  tavern ,  &c.  who  fhould  be  found  in  their 
fliops,  and  are  expending  that  money  at  places  of 
entertainment ,  which  duty  to  their  families  and 
iuftice  to  others,  call  for  a  different  account  of. 
And,  indeed,  this  diligence  will  abridge  all  unne- 
ceffary  time -wafting  pleafures  and  recreations. 
Such  as  are  moderate  and  feafonable,  are  no 
doubt  very  allowable  ;  but  when  they  captivate 
the  mind,  encroach  upon  bufinefs,  or  confirm  the 
fubftance,  it  is  high  time  to  reject,  or  at  lea  ft"  to 
reftrain  them.  Diverfions  fhould  be  tafted  by 
us,  as  the  dogs  of  Egypt  are  faid  to  do  the  water 
or  Nilusy  with  great  caution,  left  the  crocodiles 
devour  them.  • 

Ncedlefs  and  fruitlefs  vifits  will  be  reftrained  by 
this  diligence.'  A  due  performance  of  thefe  is 
neceffary  to  friendfhip  and  bufinefs ;  but  idle  got- 
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/ping  yifits ,  which  are  employed  in  ranfacking 
the  affairs  or  faults  of  others ;  judging  or  con¬ 
demning  thofe  who  by  their  abfence  are  incapa¬ 
ble  of  defending  themfelves  ;  or  in  centring 
the  methods  of  public  adminiftration,  the  rea- 
ions  and  fpnngs  of  which  are  entirely  unknown 
to  perfons  in  common  life;  thefe  the  diligent 
tradefman  avoids.  His  vifits  will  be  commonly 
Jhort^  ferlous ,  and  chearful ;  whereby  he  may 
leave  a  relifh  of  goodnefs  behind  him,  and  a  de- 
fire  in  his  friends  to  fee  him  again. 

Laftly,  This  diligence  will  reftrain  al Vunfeafon- 
able  devotion,  f  ar  be  it  from  me  to  difcoura,Te 
the  exercifes  of  religious  worfhip ;  our  climate 
is  generally,  in  this  refpe&,  cold  enough ;  but 
there  is  an  indifcreet  zeal  in  fome,  which  caufes 
them  to  neglefl  the  neceffary  duties  of  relative 
and  focial  life;  their  families  languifh  for  w; ant 
of  their  care,  and  their  bufinefs  for  want  of 
their  prefence;  their  work  is  left  undone  at  home, 
and  their  debts  unpaid  abroad,  while  they  are 
running  from  fermon  to  fermon ,  &c.  This  can  by 
no  means  be  jufiified.  Not  that  an  indufirious 
tradefman  may  not  redeem  fome  time  from  his 
common  calling,  for  public  or  private  devotion  ; 
for  the  improvement  and  delight  of  the  mind’ 
as  well  as  the  refreshment  of  the  body ;  but 
then  he  will  take  care  that  it  is  confident,  i,  with 
the  abilities  of  bis  mind ;  for  if  the  bucket  be 
broken,  it  will  hold  no  water. — 2.  With  his  law¬ 
ful  calling; ;  for  therein  God  is  truly  ferved. — 3. 
And  with  time  to  refiett  upon, >  and  praflice  what 
he  hears ;  for  the  great  end  of  devotion  is,  to 
teach  us  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly 
in  this  prefent  world,’  *  and;  at  laffc  arrive  with 
fafety  and  joy  to  a  better  fiate. 

II*  Let  the  religious  tradfman  bz  excited  to  the 


I 


Of  Diligence . 


67 


practice  of  induflry*  It  conduces  much  (under 
the  favor  of  providence.)  to  our  temporal  projpe- 
rity  ;  the  diligent  are  ufually  bleffed  with  plenty  ; 
and  no  doubt  affluence  is  a  bleffing,  notwith- 
(landing  the  frequent  pervertion  of  it,.  or  elfe  it 
had  never  been  made  the  fubjedl  of  fo  many  di¬ 
vine  promifes*  If  riches  and  honor  are  good 
for  you,  this  is  the  way  to  attain  them  :  for, 
as  there  is  no  calling  fo  great  but  Jloth  will  impc-- 
verijh ,  fo  there  are  few  fo  mean,  but  diligence 
will  improve.  But  whatfoever  our  fuccefs  is,  I 
am  fure  it  is  moil  conducive  to  our  comfort :  X 
dare  appeal  to  every  one’s  experience,  whether 
they  find  not  more  inward  peace  and  fatisfadtion 
when  the  day  has  been  diligently  employed  in 
their  proper  callings ;  than  when  it  has  been 
trifled  away  in  (loth  and  folly.  And  it  greatens* 
our  relifhes  of  the  red  and  refrefhments  of  life  ; 
for  the  food,  as  well  as  “the  fleep  of  the  labor¬ 
ing  man  is  fweet.”- — But  then,  let  us  be  very 
cautious  that  this  diligence  does  not  degenerate 
into  covetoujnefs ,  and  we  thereby  lofe  the  reward, 
as  we  extinguifh  the  virtue  of  it;  and  contract 
a  curfe,  inllead  of  gaining  a  bleffing  by  it. 

III.  Let  the  bleffed  God  be  owned  and  ho¬ 
nored,  by  humble  prayer ,  for  a  bleffing  on  your 
diligence  ;  and  ajfeflionate  praije  and  gratitude  for 
fuccefs  therein  :  “  He  it  is  that  giveth  you  pow¬ 
er  to  get  wealth.”  (1)  And  without  "his  blef¬ 
fing,  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  rife  up  early,  and  fit 
up  late,  and  to  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs.”  ( m ) 
He  governs  and  influences  the  minds  of  others, 
and  diredls  all  thofe  circumflances  which  muff 
concur  to  your  fuccefs.  And  his  providence 
muff  preferve  what  his  bounty  bellows,  or  elfe  a 
thoufand  accidents  will  foon  deprive  you  thereof. 

(0  Deut.viii,  1$,  (m )  Pfal,  cxxvii,  2. 
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IV.  Let  us  clofe  this  chapter  with  an  obvious 
reflection.  Is  diligence  fo  ■  much  a  duty  in  the 
common  bufinefs  of  this  life  ;  how  much  more 
is  it  fo  in  the  great  concerns  of  religion  and  an 
eternal  world?  If  earthly  riches  do  not  drop,  in¬ 
to  the  mouths  of  men  while  deeping,  nor  are 
to  be  obtained  without  labour  and  care;  much 
Jefs  are  the  habits  of  virtue  and  goodnefs,  and 
the  rewards  of  glory  and  happinefs  God  will ; 
not  carry  us  to  heaven  like  hones,  without  any 
fenfe  or  motion  of  our  own  ;  but  requires  us  to 
iliew  our  efteem  of  his  eternal  grace  and  favour,  - 
by  running,  - fightings  wrefling,  and  flnving  *  for 
it;  before  he  beftows  it  upon  us.  As  Jloth  is  - 
the  evident  caufe  of  men’s  prefent  poverty,  fo 
it  is  of  their  future  mifery  ;  they  will  not  be  at 
the  pains. to  be  faved,  though  all  the  labour  in 
religion  is  accompanied  with  real  pleafure  and 
fweetnefs.  Shake  off,  Sirs,  this  bafe  dihemper 
of  the  foul,  and  let  not  your  diligence  for  trifles , 
condemn  your  coldnefs  and  dulnefs  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  th t  heavenly  and  true  riches .  Let  the 
foregoing  directions  be  attended  to  for  the  prof- 
perity  of  your  fouls,  as  well  as  that  of  your 
callings  ;  i.  .Serioufy  employ  all  the  powers  of  na~ 
iure ,  in  the  fervice  and  love  of  the  ever  bleffed 
God. — Let  time  be  diligently  improved ;  let  not 
that  be  mis-fpent,  or  run  to  wade,  while  work  of 
fo  great  importance  lies  before  you. — 3.  Lay  hold 
of  every  opportunity  for  doing  .or  •  receiving  good. 
—4;  Take  a  becoming  care  of  thofe  things  that 
are  accounted  f mall ,  though  nothing  that  relates 
to  God,  and  another  world;  is  really  fd  ;  3et*no 
fmall  duty  be  omitted,  and  no  final]  fin  indul¬ 
ged  ;  for  a  *  man  >  may  as  furely  bleed 
death  by  the  wound  of  a  lancet,  as  by  that  of  a 

*  Thcfe  are  fcripture  metaphorss 
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fword.4—  5.  And  rejefi  tboje  avocations  which 
would  divert  you  from  the  great  bufinefs  of  reli¬ 
gion.  :  Let  not  the  world,  the  flefh,  or  the  de¬ 
vil,  draw  away  your  minds  from  the  love  and 
duty  which  you  owe  to  God,  and  the  concern 
that  is  neceffary  for  the  falvation  of  the  foul. 
Only  take  heed  that  you  do  not  put  your  fpiri- 
tual  diligence  in  the  room  of  the  grace  and  ngh ~ 
teoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  C  hr  iff ;  for  fo  all 
your  labour  in  religion  will  be  utterly  loft  and, 
fruitlefs  ;  fince  it  is  his  perfett  merits  (relied  in 
by  faith)  and  not  your  good  works,  that  will  juf- 
tify  you  before  God  ;  and  it  is  his  grace  and 
Jlrmgth ,  and  not  your  vigilance  and  care ,  that 
muff  enable  you  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  chrif- 
tian  life. 

u  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jofeph,  If  thou  knoweft 
any  man  of  activity  among  thy  brethren,  then 
make  them  rulers  over  my  cattle,  Gen.  xlvii  5,  6. 

The  man  Jeroboam  was  a  mighty  man  of 
valour ;  and  Solomon  feeing  the  young  man 
that  he  was  indujlrious ,  he  made  him  ruler  over 
all  the  charge  of  the  houfe  of  Jofeph,  1  Kings 
xi.  28. 

u  He  becometh  poor  that  dealeth  with  a 
flack  hand  ;  but  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh 
rich. — He  that  gatheretb  in  fummer,  is  a  wife 
fon  :  But  he  that  feepeth  in  harvefi,  is  a  fon 
that  caufeth  fharne,  Prow.  x.  4,  5. 

u  He  that  tilleth  bis  land  fhall  be  fatisfied  with 
bread  ;  but  he  that  follow etb  vain  perfons  is  void 
of  undemanding. — The  hand  of  the  diligent 
mall  bear  rule ;  but  the  Jlothful  fhall  be  under 
tribute.  The  fubftance  of  a  diligent  man  is 
precious,  Prov.  xii.  11,  24,  27. 

u  He  that  is  Jlothful  in  his  work,  is  brother 
to  him  that  is  a  great  waller,  Prov «  xviii.  9, 
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u  I  he  fluggard  will  not  plough  by  reafbn  of 
the  cold  ;  therefore  diall  he  beg  in  harved  and" 
have  nothing.  Love  not  Jleep%  left  thou  come 
to  poverty  :  Open  thine  eyes,  and  thou  (halt 
be  latisfied  with  bread,  Prov.  xx.  4,  13.' 

He  that  loveth  -pleafure ,  (hall  be  a  poor 
man  :  He  that  loveth  wine  and  oii5  fhall  not  be 
rich,  Prov, -xx i.  17. 

Seed  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  bufinefs  ? 
he  (hall  hand  before  kings,  he  (hall  not  hand 
before  mean  men,  Prov.  xx ii.  29. 

“  I  went  by  the  field  of  the  Jlothful,  and  by 
the  vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  underftanding.  • 
}  et  a  little  deep,  a  little  flumber,  a  little  fold¬ 
ing  of  the  hands  to  deep, — So  (hall  thy  pover¬ 
ty  come  as  one  that  travelleth  ;  and  thy  want  as  - 
an  armed  man,,  Prov:  xxiv.  30 — 34. 

“  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  k 
with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom  in  the  grave  whi¬ 
ther  thou  goefi,  Ecclcj*  ix»  icu” 
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§  I.  The  nature  of  juftice. — 2.  Obligations 
to  it. — 3,  In (lances  of  it>  as  confcionable 
bargains. — The  ready  payment  of  juft 
debts y  lifting  exalt  weights  and  me  a  fur  es. 
— The  right  working. of  manufactures. — • 
The  lift charge  of  all  lawful  mpofttions  y 
taxes  or  cuftoms. — Hue  refpeSt  to  the< 
laws  and  orders  of  fo.cieties.—An  equi¬ 
table  regard  to  fellow-tradefmen . — A 
paternal  care  of  apprentices. — Suitable 
provifion  for  wife  and  children . — Mercy 
to  the  poor A  punctual  regard  to  all 
lawful  contracts. — The  Reftitution  of  un¬ 
lawful  gains. — 4.  Exhortations  to  the 
practice  of  juftice.— Scriptures  fuited 
thereto , 

j>  np  H  E  nature  oijufticey  as  it  refpe&s  men's 
X  dealings  with  each  other,  is  contained 
ia  that  divine  rule  of  our  bleiTed  Lord  ; 

“  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  fhould  do  un¬ 
to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  .upto  them  that  is,  do 
ye  in  all  cafes  to  others,  whatfoever  is  fit  for 
ypu  to  expe&  from  them  in  like  circumdances. 
Jt  is  a  habit  of  mind  that  dilpofes  us  to  render 
to  .all  their  <fues  ;  ami,  as  was  faid  of  diligence, 
it  differs  not  in  the  real  chridian  from  the  fame 
virtues  in  others,  .but  as  faith  in  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  reverence  to  God,  and  a  love  to  goodnefs, 
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are  the  fprings  of  it ;  I  fay  it  is  a  habit  of  the 
mine  .  or  it  relates  not  merely  to  a  particular 
action,  .but  the  general  feries  and  tenor  of  our 
fives.  A  man  may  be  pale  through  fear,  -or 
red  with  blu flung,  yet  we  do  not  from  hence 
call  him  a  pale  or  a  ruddy  man ;  becaufe  thefe 
are  not  his  complexion,  they  are  merely  inci- 
ental  and  tranfient.  So  he  alone  deferves  the 
honorable  name  of  juft,  whofe  conduct  is  uni- 
formy  upright,  and  who  has  fuch  a  love  to  juf- 
tice,  as  to  maintain  its  practice,  whether  it 
meets  with  prefent  applaufe  or  not,,  or  even 
though  it  (hould  fometimes  thwart  his  appa- 
rent  in  ter  eft,  PfaL  xv.  4.. 

II.  Our  obligations  to  this  great  duty  are  mani¬ 
fold  .  1.  The  light  of  nature  and  reajon  of  thino-c* 
enforce  it ;  men  are  not  like  the  fifties  of  the 
lea,  made  to  prey  upon  and  devour  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  but  as  every  one  requires  to  bt  jttftly  dealt 
with  himfeli,  fo  reafon  obliges  him  to  treat 
others  in  the  fame  manner  :  This  is  a  principle 
fo  evident  to  the  conferences  of  men,  that  it  is 
impodible  to  obliterate  it,  however  their  vicious 
inclinations  prevail  w;ith  them  to  act  contrary  to 
it..  The  Roman  Emperor  Sevens  fo  much  ad¬ 
mired  that  golden  rule  of  our  Saviour’s,  “  ghiid 
iibi  non  vis  fieri ,  alteri  ne  feceris  ;  What  you 
would  not  have  done  to  you,  do  not  to  other’s 
that  he  made  it  his  motto ,  and  caufed  it  to  be 
written  on  his  doors  and  buildings,  and  enrolled 
the  divine  author  of  it  among  his  gods  ;  and 
would  to  God  it  was  more  legibly  infcribed,  not 
fo  much  upon  the  walls ,  as  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  chriftians. 

2.  'The  moral  law  of  God  obliges  us  to  the 
practice  of  jujlice  :  This  is  the  fum  of  the  du¬ 
ties  required  in  the  fecond  table  ;  which  indeed 
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is  only  a  new  edition  of  the  law  of  nature. 
u  Thou  fhalt  not  covet,”  excludes  the  princi¬ 
ples,  and,  thou  fhalt  not  deal  ”  prohibits  the 
practice  of  whatfoever  is  unjuft  or  dishonorable 
in  our  conduit  to  others  ;  and  thefe  rules  are 
enforced  by  numerous  and  repeated  injundtions. 
5£  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  keep  ye  judgment ,  and 
do  juJUce ,  and  fpeak  every  man  truth  with  his 
neighbour  [a)  u  Thou  fhalt  not  defraud 
thy  neighbour  :  But  that  which  is  altogether  jufl 
fhalt  thou  follow.’Y/;)  And  he  has  drengthen- 
ed  thefe  precepts  with  threatnings  of  fevere 
punifhment  in  cafe  of  difobedience  ;  many  in- 
dances  of  the  performance  of  which  are  vifible 
in  this  world,  but  many  more  .are  referved  to 
the  great  and  folemn  day  of  retribution. — And 
the  gofpel  of  Chrid  binds  the  confciences  of  all 
who  expedf  to  receive  a  fliare  in  the  bledings  of 
it,  to  the  exadl  performance  of  this  duty  ;  it  is 
the  very  defign  of  it  u  to  teach  men  to  live  fo- 
berlv,  and  righteoufty,  as  well  as  godly,  in  this 
prefent  world.' ’(0  It  deprives  the  unjuft  of  any 
prefent  claim  to  the  benefits  of  it  \  for  “  if  they 
are  not  faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon, 
who  will  commit  to  their  truft  the  true  rich¬ 
es  V\d)  And  utterly  excludes  them  from  the 
hopes  of  the  future  glories  and  rewards  of  it  ; 1 
“  Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  (hall  not  in¬ 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Be  not  deceived, 
neither  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  extortioners 
fhall  inherit;  the  kingdom  of  God.’fe)  So  that 
he  who  allows  himfelf  to  violate  the  laws  of 
juft  ice,  maims  chridianity  ;  and,  whatever  his 
profeflion  of  religion  may  be,  it  is  falfe  and  in- 

(a  )  Ifa.  Ivi.  ^  Zcch,  viii.  16.  (b)  Lev.  xix.  13.  Deut.  xvi.  2C- 

(cJ  "2  U.  ii.  12.  ( d)  Luke  xvi.  ic— 12. 

( e)  1  Cor.  vi .  9,  10. 
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fincere;  for  he  can  never  be  true  to  God,  who 
is  unjuji  to  ?nan ,  nor  can  he  reafqnably  hope  t© 
be  accepted  of  him. 

And  not  only  duty  and  confcience,  but  pre- 
fent  interejl  obliges  men  to  the.exercife  of  probity 
and  juft  ice  „*  It  is  the  fureft  and  fafeft  way  to 
profperity,  and  has  a  natural  tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote, it.;  The  univerfal  pra&ice  of  it  will  ne- 
ceftarily  eftablifh  a  good  character,  upon  which 
much  of  the  I  radefinan’s  fuccefs  depends  ;  eve- 
ly  one  loves  to  deal  with  an  hoyieji  man  ;  and 
the  credit  and  reputation  that  attend  it,  procure 
many  advantages  to  the  pofieflbr  of  .it.— Though 
the  indifcretion  of  fome  honeft  and  juft  men 
inay  keep  them  poor ;  and  Divine  P.rovid  ence 
may  afflicft  others,  to  convince  an  unbelieving 
world  of  a  judgment  to  come  ;  yet  the  good 
God  evidently  blejfis  .many  with  temporal  prof- 
perity,  to  fhew  his  love  to  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  providence  in  the  prefect 
ftate.  “  The  faithful  man  /hall  abound  with 
bleffings  ;  while  he  that  hafteth  to  be  rich  by  in- 
jujlice  and  deceit  (hall  be  punifhed.’Y/')  Shame 
andjnifery  are  the  natural  fruits  of  injuftice  and 
fraud  5  and  when  men  have  increafed  their 
wealth,  and  feathered  their  nefts  with  the  fpoils 
of  others,  the  divine  vengeance,  like  a  fire  not 
blown ,  often  confumes  them  ;  and  it  does  not  reft 
here,  “  for  it  goes  ill  with  them  that  are  left  in 
their  tabernacles. ”(£,)  So  odious  is  this  fin  to 
God,  that  even  the  pofierity  of  the  unjuft  and 
oppreffive  fhall  feel  the  effedls  of  his  indignation 
againft  it ;  and  we  may  often  obferve  that  ilD 
gotten  wealth  moulders  away  we  know  not 
how,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  for  whom  it  v:as 
uftjufily  laid  up0 

(f)  Prov.  xxyiii,  20. 


(g)  Job  xx,  26. 
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III.  Having  thus  briefly  confidered  the  nature 
ofjuftice,  and  our  obligations  to  the  practice  of 
it,  we  proceed  to  fpecify  the  inflances  in  winch 
the  Tradefman  is  to  exercife  it. 

id:,  Jujhce  obliges  the  Tradefman  to  make 
conjcientious  bargains  \  that  lie  neither  felh  too 
dear,  nor  buys  too  cheap  ;  but  does  by  others  as 
he  would  be  dealt  by  himfelfv 

i.  It  requires  us  to  exa&  only  a  reafonable 
proportion  of  gain  from  what  we  iell.  The  mea¬ 
sure  of  allowable  gain  for  all  Tradefmen  cannot 
be  determined  by  any  particular  rule  :  It  cannot 
be  always  meafured  by  what  the  commodity 
cajl)  flnce  furprize  or  ignorance  may  occaflon  a 
dear  purchafe  ;  and  why  fliould  others  pay  for 
my  folly  ?  Or  it  might,  by  fome  fpecial  occur¬ 
rence,  be  obtained  very  cheap  ;  and  no  reafon 
will  oblige  me  to  give  away  that  advantage. — 
The  rates  at  which  fome  others  fell \  cannot  al¬ 
ways  be  the  proper  meafure  of  gain  ;  for  they 
may  be  neccllitated- to  fell  at  under  rates  ;  and 
whv  fliould  other  men’s  indigence  prejudice  me  ? 
Or  they  may-  under-fell  others,  to  gain  cuftom- 
ers,  taking  too  little  for  one  thing,  and  over¬ 
reaching  them  in  others  ;  and  why  fliould  that 
MEAN  Artifice  regulate  thofe  who  are  above 
it  ?  Or  elfe  they  may  be  unreafonable  and  ex¬ 
travagant  in  their  prices,  and  why  mufi  I  be 
governed  by  their  covetou-fnefs  ?  What  a  com¬ 
modity  hath  formerly  fold  for,  -can  be  no  juft  rule ; 
for  every  one  knows  that  prices  ebb  and  flow, 
.and  what  was  worth  a  guinea  laft  year,  may  not 
be  worth  half  fo  much  this. — Nor  is  w-liat  will 
'maintain  the  Tradefman  and  his  family,  a  fure 
guide  \  for  two  (hillings  in  the  pound  may  be 
profit  fufiicient  for  thofe  whofe  returns  are  coti- 
iiclerable,  or  their  expenfes  fmall ;  whereas  tw  ice 
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as  much  may  not  fuffice  for  the  fupply  of  a  nu¬ 
merous,. or  f.ckly  family.-But  then  the  moft  L 

Zt’  >S  7ryfar  from  bei"g  a  juft  meafure  for 
'  our  gains,  for  it  is  poffibJe  to  exact!  twice  the 

•  aiue  ot  a  commodity  from  an  unfkUful  or  un- 

ZZf  CL;f°niv,r’  v!hich  is  downright  injufhce 
and  fraud.  Nor,  laftly,  can  the  intrinfic  worth, 

a  conftant  rule  for  valuation;  lince  in  divers 
things  that  cannot  be  known,  and  in  many 
others,  fancy  is  the  only  guide :  So  that  the  fureft 
ru  e  tnat  can  be  given  is  the  market  price,  which 

r  aVi.ithe  moft  8eneral>  r°  it  is  ufually  the 
Jeaft  liable  to  exception;  and  lefs  partial  than 

lhe  conduit  of  particular  men,  A  due  allow¬ 
ance  is  fit  to  be  made  for  a  perfon's  time  and  la- 
tor.  hazard  and  /kill-,  and  kng  credit  makes  it 
reafonable  for  the  Tradefman  to  advance  the 
pnce  of  his  goods,  as  he  is  thereby  deprived 
of  the  improvement  of  his  money,  and  runs  fome 
hazard  of  lofing  it ;  but  in  eftimating  the  dif- 
advantage  on  thefe  heads,  and  making  allow¬ 
ance  for  them,  he  is  always  to  conduct  himfelf 
hv  the  rules  of  ju/tice  and  nonor  ;  and  defire  no 
more  gain  from  others  when  lie  fells,  than  he 
allows  reafonable  for  others  to  gain  by  him 
when  he  is  the  purchafer  ;  remembering,  that 
“  light  gains  make  a  heavy  purfe,  but  large 
gains  often  make  a  heavy  confcience.” 

2.  Juflice  forbids  the  taking  advantage  of  ano¬ 
ther's  necetjity  in  your  bargains.  Let  not  the 
cries  of  the  poor  afcend  to  God  againil  you,  for 
finking  the  prices  of  their  labour  or  goods  fo 
low  that  it  is  impoffible  they  fhouJd  live  upon 
the  profits  of  them  ;  nor  let  the  necejfjity  they 
are  known  to  be  under  of  receiving  ready  mo¬ 
ney  for  what  they  fell \  for  the  fubfiflence  of 
themfelves  and  families,  ever  tempt  yqu  to 
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Withhold  from  them  the  allowance  of  reafonable 
gain.  “  I  have  known  a  fordid  Tradefman  bay 
manufactured  metal  of  a  necelTitous  workman, 
for  the  fame  price  that  unmanufa£lured  was 
known  to  cod,  and  then  glory  in 'his  bargain  \  y 
but  how  common  or  gainful  foever  fuch  pradices 
may  be,  I  am  fure  it  is  horrid  injustice-  and  op - 
prejjion  ;  if  there  is  any  providence  of  God  in 
this  world,  or  any  truth  in  his  word,  the  divine 
curf  muft  needs  attend  all  fuch  iniquitous  cour- 
fes  :  If  ever  thy  covetoufnefs  tempts  thee  to 
fuch  kind  or  conduCf,  confider  that  confound¬ 
ing  quedion  which  God,  the  poor  man’s  King, 
puts  unto  you  ;  cc  What  mean  ye  that  ye  grind 
the  faces  of  the  poor,  faith  the  Lord  God  of 
holts  ?”(£)  and  prevent  the  fhame  and  confu- 
non  that  mud  attend  your  anfwer  to  fuch  an 
enquiry,  by  a  fincere  repentance,  if  you  have 
been  guilty  herein  ;  and  a  more  humane  and 
chrifitan  method  of  trade  for  the  time  to  come’ 
Nor  let  their  necejjities  encourage  you  to  encroach 
upon  them  in  what  they  want  to  buy^  or  in  any 
thing  they  want  to  borrow  for  their  neceflary  ufe, 

-  which  is  equal  injudice  and  opprefTion  with  the' 
rormer. — Or  if  your  fellow  d  radefman  fliould 
need  fame  commodity  to  fupply  his  cudomer  with, 
fhew  your  generofity  and  honor  by  ufing  him  as 
you  would  be  done  unto ;  and  in  no  cafe  wait  for 
an  advantage  to  prey  upon  the  draits  of  others, 
for  none  would  willingly  be  fo  dealt  with  them- 
lelves  :  nay,  ingenuity  and  benevolence  fhould 
incline  you  rather  to  deal  better  by  thofe  whofe 
wants  oblige  them  to  make  their  application  to 
you,  than  by  others  who  dand  in  no  need  oi  fuch  - 
conlidcration. 


( b )  Ifo.  iii  ip, 
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.  3*  Make  no  advantage  of  other's  unfkilfulnefsj 
m.  >’our  bargains.  Every  one  is  not  endowed 
knowledge  or  fagacity  alike;  perfons  may 
eaiily  forget,  midake,  or  overdioot  themfelves  : 
1  ay,  it  is  iinpoflible  that  any  fhould  be  a  com" 
petent  judge  of  the  value  or  gocdnefs  of  every 
commodity  they  may  want  to  purchafe  or  fell  : 
V^v  e  mud;  be  fenfible  that  this  is  often  our  own 
cafe ;  therefore  if  it  is  unjud  and  ungenerous  for 
any  to  take  advantage  of  our  ignorance  or  over- 
dght,  it  is  equally  fo  for  us  to  do  the  fame  by 
others  ;  what  is  wrong  in  one  cafe  mud  certain¬ 
ly  be  fo  in  the  other ;  and  no  excufe  can  juftify 
us.  Say  not,  my  knowledge  was  given  me  to 
improve  thofe  opportunities  to  my  advantage, 
and  let  others  look  to  themfelves  ;  for  the 
jud  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world  never 
gave  any  one  fuperior  underdanding  and  /kill  to 
be  perverted  to  fuch  bafe  and  ungenerous  purpo- 
fes  ;  and  you  might  with  the  fame  propriety  fay, 
that  your  power  and  drength  w'as  given  you  to 
rob  every  one  who  was  incapable  of  redding  you; 
for  if  reafon  or  judice  hold  in  the  one  cafe,  I 
am  fure  it  will  in  the  other.— Neither  fay,  I  on- 
Jy  deal  by  others ,  as  others  deal  by  ?ne  in  fuch 
cafes  ;  for  it  is  jud  as  reafonable  to  fay,  becaufe 
my  houfe  has  been  fet  on  fire  by  others,  there¬ 
fore  I  will  burn  my  neighbour’s  :  The  criminal 
condudd  of  others  can  be  no  plea  for  your  imita¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  more  general  the  pradice  of  vice, 
the  more  honor  and  virtue  there  is  in  diflenting 
from  it.  tC  Let  no  man  therefore  go  beyond 
(or  over-reach)  or  defraud  his  brother  in  any 
matter;  for  God  is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch.”(/) 
4.  Make  no  bargains  with  fuch  as  have  no 
jujl  property  in  what  they  are  cont rafting  about, 

( 0  1  Then,  ivt  6. 
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Some  care  is  due  ill  this  cafe  in  thofe  who  fell, 
that  they  encourage  not  children,  or  other  weak: 
people  to  traffic  with  them  ;  who  cannot  reafon  - 
ably  be  fuppofed  to  be  truded  with  money.  But 
it  efpecially  concerns  thofe  who  are  tempted  to 
buy  fuch  goods  as  they  know,  or  greatly  fufpeft 
to  be  flolen .  It  is  true,  thy  gains  may  be  large 
by  fuch  bargains,  but  I  am  fure  thy  guilt  is 
greater.  You  aflid  and  encourage  them  in  their 
wickednels,  and  are  evidently  concerned  in  that 
divine  cenfure,  “  When  thou  faweft  a  thief,  thou 
confentedd  With  him.”  (k)  He  who  knowingly 
connives  at,  or  njffdls  in  an  evil  aftion  ,Jharcs  in  the 
guilt  of  it :  And  if  you  fhould  be  fo  artful  as  to 
efcape  the  laws  of  man,  which  are  drift  againft 
thefe  tranfgreffions  ;  yet  the  penetrating  eye  of 
God  always  beholds  you,  who  will  fooner  or 
later  make  you  fenfible  of  his  indignation  at 
your  theft  and  covetoufnefs.  Say  not,  my  fhop 
is  my  market ;  for  what  honed  man  will  buy  a 
flolen  horfe  in  the  market,  if  he  know's  or  fufpefts 
"it  to  be  fo  ?  Neither  plead,  that  if  you  buy  them 
not,  others  will ;  for  the  wickednefs  of  others 
will  be  no  fufftcient  excule  for  your  iniquity.  It 
is  drange,  that  men,  who  reafon  and  aft  prudent¬ 
ly  enough  in  other  things,  yet  when  the  laws  of 
their  Creator  interrupt  their  vicious  inclinations, 
lofe  both  fenfe  and  reafon  too,  and  will  venture 
the  anger  of  almighty  God,  offer  violence  to 
their  consciences,  and  hazard  their  reputations, 
rather  than  mifs  of  a  little  fordid  gain.  Med¬ 
dle  not  with  fuch  dijhonefl  purchafes,  but  choofe 
even  to  be  poor  with  integrity ,  rather  than  to  be 
rich  by  unright eoujnefs. 

5.  Ufe  yourfelvcs  to  an  honejl  plainncfs  in  your 
bargains.  Ordinary  and  difcer?iible  faults,  the 

(k)?h\.  1. 18. 
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buy^r  is  fuppofed  to  take  notice^fj  but  if  yo\&?' 
goods  have  any  fuch  private  or  undifeerned  &- 
fe&s,  as  would  caufe  him  to  relinquifh  his  pur- 
l h ale,  or  leflen  Ins  otters  for  them  if  he  knew 
them,,  it  is  unjufi  to  obtrude  them  upon  him. 
It  is  not  fuilicient  in  this  cafe  to  fay,  that  you 

fell  them  at  a  price  proportionable ,  (though  I  fear 
this  is  not  always  done)  for  the  defects  may  fo  far ' 
fefTen  them  in  the  buyer’s  efteera,  or  render  them 
fo  unfuitable  to  his  intention  in  the- purchafe  of 
them,  that  he  would  not  buy  them  at  any  rate  ; 
and  it  is  not  your  formal  cant,  or  fallacious  ha¬ 
rangues,  that  will  alter  the  property  of  a  bad 
commodity.  If  the  buyer  is  cenfured  for  faying, - 
it  is  naughty Jt  is  naught ,  in  order  to  leffen  the' 
price,  and  when  he  goeth  his  way,  rejoiceth  in 
the  goodnefs  of  his  purchafe;  I  am  fure  the  fel¬ 
ler  is  equally  guilty,  who  fays,  it  is  fault iefs it 
is  excellently  good ;  when  he  knows  it  to  be  quite 
the  reverfe.  Afk  your  confciences,<  Sirs,  if  this 
condudl  can  be  juflified  before  God  ;  or  if  it  is 
doing  by  others  as  you  would  be  done  unto 
If  it  be  replied,  we  are  under  a  neceffity  to  buy 
damaged  and  faulty  goods  along  with  others, 
and  we  mud  fell  them  :  I  anfwer, ,  buy  as  few 
of  them  as  may  be  ;  and  fell  them  to  thofe  who 
under  (land  what  they  buy,  and  if  you  fhould 
Jofe  fomething  by  them,  rather  than.impofe  them 
upon  the  ignorant;  the  divine  providence  can* 
eafily  and  largely  reward  your  felf-denial. 

2d,  Jullice  requires  the  ready  payment  of  all 
juft  debts  at  the  appointed  time.*  Prudence  will 
diredf  us  to  be  cautious  what  debts  we  contract, 
but  when  they  become  due,  juftice  requires  that 
they  be  pundhudly  d jo  barged ;  otherwiie  we  keep 
the  pofTefion  while  another  has  the  right.  The 
matter  is  not,  whether  the  creditor  is  rich  or 
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poor,  for  all  have  a  right  to  claim  their  own  ; 
but  it  is  an  aggravating  circu-mftance  of  guilt, 
when  the  necejjitous ,  the  widow  and  the  fatherlef 
are  injured,  if  you  plead  inability ,  this  will  nei¬ 
ther  judify,  nor  excuie  you,  unlefs  God,  by  his 
providence,  hath  difabled  you,  in  which 
cafe  you  are  obliged  to  ule  all  poliible 
lawful  endeavours  to  make  due  fatisfa&ion  ; 
both  realon  and  judice  require  the /M payment 
of  j  ?our  debts  whenever  you  are  able ,  even  though 
your  creditors,  confidering  your  indigent  date, 
may  accept  of  what  your  prel'ent  abilities  will  al¬ 
low  ;  for  right  can  never  be  loff  in  confcience, 
where  there  is  a  future  fufficiency  ;  though  it 
may  be  fit  to  be  abated  in  law.  But  let  not  thofe 
calamities  be  charged  on  God’s  providence, 
which  are  the  effects  ot  your  own  imprudence. 
JuftiCe  alfo  requires  that  debts  be  paid  not  only 
fully,  but  fpeedily ,  as  they  become  due.  If  we  are 
not  to  fay  to  our  neighbour,  gt,  and  come  againy 
if  we  have  it  by  us ,  when  he  comes  to  beg  or  to 
•  borrow ,  Prov.  iii,  28..  much  lefs  when  he  afks 
only  for  that  which  is  his  own  ;  you  knowr  not 
what  neceffity  he  may  have  for  it,  or  what  de¬ 
pendence  he  may  place  upon  it,  which  may  in¬ 
volve  him  in  a  hundred  difficulties  upon  the  dis¬ 
appointment  \  he  may  be  poor ,  and  fat  his  heart 
upon  it ;  and  it  is  unmerciful  as  well  as  unjuft, 
needlefsly  to  delay  the  payment  of  it. 

hut  the  mod  inexcufeable  violation  of  jujlicey 
is  a  tradefman  s  breaking  upon  dfign^yn  order  to 
defraud  the  creditors  of  their  dues,  and  enrich 
himfelf  with  their  fpoils.  Such  iniquity  can 
nave  no  refuge  to  fcreen  itfelf  from  confufion 
and  remorfe,  but  a  feared  confcience,  or  diredl 
atheifm.  How  many  heinous  fins  dod  thou 
wilfully  and  deliberately  commit,  for  a  little  mo- 
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mentary  gain  !  Here  are  repeated  lies ,  if  not  pe t-* 
Jury  \Jlealing,  notorious  hypocrify  and  dijjimulation  y 
contempt  of  God’s  law  and  jujiice,  and  injury  to 
men:.  How  cand  thou  hope  to  efcape  the  righ- 
teous  judgment  of  God,  who  art  guilty  of 
crimes  like  thefe  ? 

3d)  Juji  ice  confids1  in  ufing  exafl  weights  and* 
meafures .  Without  thefe,  commerce  is  a  perfecd 
cheat.  The  buyer  goes  away  fatisfied,  on  the 
fuppohtion  that  he  has  the  quantity  bargained  for,' 
when  it  is  no  fuch  thing  j  than  which  nothing: 
can  be  more  contrary  to  probity  and  judice. 
u  1  hou  dialt  not  have  in  thy  bags  divers  weights, » 
a  great  [to  buy  with)  and  a  fmall  (to  fell  with  :)- 
neither  fhalt  thou  have  in  thy  houfe  divers- mea¬ 
fures.  For  all  who  do  fuch  things,-, and  all  who* 
do  unrighteoudy,, are  an  abomination  unto  the 
Lord.  But  thou  (halt-  have  a  perfedf  and  jud 
weight,  and  a  perfedf  and  jud  meafure  fhalt  thou; 
have;,  that  thy  days  may  be. lengthened  in  the* 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee.  (1) 
Are  there  yet  the  treafures  of  deceit  in  the  houfe  * 
of  the  wicked,  and  the  [cant  meafure,  which  is 
abominable?  Shall  I  count  them  pure  with  the 
wicked  balances,  and  with  the  bag  of  deceitful 
weights,  faith  the  Lord.?  ”  (»).•  Thus  deteda- 
ble  do  thefe  indances-  of  injujlice  appear  to  God,, 
which  fltould  caufe  all  thofe  to  fhun  them,-  who • 
have  any  defirs  to  approve  themfelves-as  men  of 
conference  and  religion..  The  buyer  as  well  as 
the  feller  ihoukl  be  content  with  fujl  and  equal 
dealings,  and  not  defire,  or  endeavour  to  obtain* 
more  than  he  agrees  for,  or  by  any  arts  or  de¬ 
ceits  whatfoever  to  impofe  upon  or.  prejudice  his  - 
neighbour. 

Among  other  frauds*  falfi  lights  are  judly 
reckoned  ;  when  Tradefnien  fo  contrive  the 

(IJ  Dcut.  xv,vI3--i6.,  (m)  Mic.  vi,  IC*-”  3?* 
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'lights  of  their  fhops  as  to  reprefent  their  com¬ 
modities  better  than  they  really  are ;  and  when 
-the  chapman  reviews  his  purchafe  at  home,  he 
finds  it  quite  another  thing;  -now  what  can  be 
more  unjuft  than  this  ?  It  is  deceiving  thy  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  no  other  than  picking  his  purfe  of  fo 
much  as  is  extorted  from  him  by  this  means, 
above  the  real  worth  of  the  commodity.  Sure 
I  am,  your  heart  mud:  be  very  hard,  or  your 
pillow  very  foft,  if  you  can  lleep  with  thefe  un¬ 
righteous  gains,  without  the -fear  of  God’s  ta¬ 
king  thee  from  thy  falfe  light  and  thru  ding 
thee  into  true  and  endiefs  darkmfs . 

4th,  Juft  ice  obliges  the  Tradefman  to  the 
right  working  of  all  manufactures.  Human  laws 
often  make  provision  for  this ;  but  the  cafes  in 
which  fraud  may  be  committed  are  fo  various^ 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  reach  them  all,  and,  un- 
lefs  men  are  under  the  awe  of  God  and  con- 
fcience,  they  will  find  evadons,  and  trample  the 
hws  under  their  feet.  Jufticc  will  teach  the 
Tradefman  to  do  fuch  work  for  other j,  as  he 
would  have  done  for  himfelf ;  and  not  through 
doth,  multiplicity  of  budnefs,  or  any  covetous 
view,  to  render  things’  lefs  ufeful  or  ferviceable 
than  they  ought  to  be.  It  is  true,  it  is  not  ne- 
ce/Iary  to  bedow  equal  care  or  labor  -upon  every 
piece  of  work,  the  duff,  the  price,  or  the  de- 
dgn  of  it  may  not  require  it ;  but  equity  re¬ 
quires  that  every  manufa&ure  have  the  perfecti¬ 
on  requifite  to  its  kind  ;  and  forbids  the  deceitful 
thruding  in  of  a  bafer  duff  or  metal  indead  of  a 
better,  even  though  it  may  do  the  purchafer 
equal  fervice,  or  he  may  never  be  fenfible  of  the 
difference;  becaufe  it  is  impofing  upon  his  ig¬ 
norance,  and  extorting  a  price  from  him  above 
the  true  value  of  the  commodity.  Say  not,  the 
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piicc  will  not  allow  that  things  be  made  as  they 
ought,  for  it  is  the  JJightneJs  of  work  that  is  the 
ulual  caufe  of  redu&ion  in  the  price;  and  if  goods 
W'ere  better,  the  prices  might  be  better  too,  as  is 
evident  from  repeated  fads,  that  they  who  do 
the  bell  work  have  the  greated  gains,  as  well  as 
the  mod  credit. 

5th,  Juftice  requires  the  ready  and  cheerful 
payment  of  all  lawful  impoftions ,  taxes ,  or  cuftoms . 
As  the  tradefman  enjoys  the  benefit  and  protedi ion 
pf  government ;  he  diould  not  think  much  to 
contribute  to  the  fupport  of  it ;  and  to  render  to 
all  their  dues ,  tribute  to  zvhom  tribute  is  due ,  cufom 
~io  whom  cuflom.  So  that  jufiice  obliges  you  ei¬ 
ther  punctually  to  difeharge  them,  or  plainly  to 
•deny  that  they  are  due  ;  but  how  can  you  quef- 
tion  this,  when  they  are  fettled  by  law,  and  this 
law,  the  ad  of  your  own  confent,  by  your  re¬ 
presentatives  ;  grounded  upon  the  plain  eft  rea- 
lons,  and  deiigned  to  fupport  the  office  of  ma¬ 
gistracy,  and  proted  the  rights  of  the  fubjed  ? 
Say  not,  that  the  profits  of  them  are  tranfmit- 
ned  to  other  hands,  it  is  the  officers -who  gain  by 
thefe  things,  and  their  revenues  -are  fo  large, 
that  there  is  little  hurt  in  wronging  them  ;  for 
thefe  are  inveded  with  an  undoubted  right  from 
the  proprietor,  and  fo  cannot  lawfully  be  defraud¬ 
ed,  any  more  than  a  tenant,  of  what  he  taketh 
in  leafe  from  his  landlord.  Neither  plead  that 
the  end  of  taxations  is  not  anfwered,  trade  and 
property  are  not  fecured,  the  feas  are  not  guard¬ 
ed,  or  the  like  ;  for  it  is  hard  to  prove  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  fad,  and  the  care  of  the  government 
ought  not  to  be.cenfured  without  clear  and  un- 
controulable  evidence.  The  negled  of fubordinate 
officers  mud  not  be  thrown  upon  the  chief  ma~ 
gidrate,  unlefs  it  be  frequent,  notorious,  and  af- 
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ter  due  information  :  And  after  all,  there  ever 
were,  and  will  be  fome  overfights  ;  fome  un¬ 
worthy  perfons  employed,  who  will  feek  their 
own,  and  not  the  public  good  ;  whole  negli¬ 
gence  mult  be  corrected  by  their  fuperiors,  and 
not  pleaded  in  excufe  for  the  neglect  of  duty,  by 
, every  private  perfon.  Neither  is  it  enough  to 
fay,  that  you  are  ready  to  Jland  to  the  penalty , 
whenever  you  are  detected  in  withholding  cultom, 
or  the  like  ;^for  there  is  no  common  thief  but 
might  make  this  plea,  if  there  was  any  ftrength 
in  it.  Penalties  are  annexed  to  laws  to  deter 
thole  from  evil,  whom  neither  conference  to¬ 
wards  God.  nor  jultice  to  man,  will  hold  to  their 
duty  -y  and  it  would  be  little  to  your  reputation 
to  come  under  this  chara&er. 

And  as  you  fhould  a  render  to  Caefar  the 
tilings  that  are  Cadar’s  fo  fhould  you  u  ren¬ 
der  to  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.”  If  you 
expect  the  bl effing  of  Heaven,  withhold  not 
from  his  Minijlers  whatfoever  by  law  or  equity  is 
due  unto  them  ;  for  u  God  hath  ordained  that 
they  who  prea  ;h  the  gofpel,  fhould  live  by  the 
gofpel.”  ( n )  As  they  have  relinquifhed  the  gain¬ 
ful  employments  of  life  for  the  fervice  of  God 
and  the  interelts  of  religion  ;  they  have  a  claim 
to  be  fupported  in  a  manner  becoming  their  of¬ 
fice,  that  they  may  be  freed  from  the  anxieties  of 
want,  and  may  be  examples ,  as^well  as  promoters  of 
charity  to  others  :  And  this's  not  only  a  point 
of  religion  and  charity,  but  juftice  and  equity . 

6th,  Juflice  requires  the  tradefman  to  pay  due 
rrfpeft  to  the  laves  and  orders  of  his  fociety  :  to  the 
oblervation  of  which,  the  members  thereof  are 
ulually  obliged  by  oath.  Suppofing  thefe  laws 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  dilates  of  realon  and  re- 

( n)  i  Cor.  ix,  14. 
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ligioii,  Juftice  and  confidence  oblige  your  obe- 
dience  to  them,  although  they  may  lornetimes 
interfere  with  your  private intereft.  For  inftance, 
are  you  called  to  any  office  of  charge  or 
trouble  .  If  it  is  confident  with  your  concerns 
you  feould  readily  difcharge  it ;  or  if  not,  cheer  ' 
fully  fubmit  to  fuch  fines  as  are  duly  impofed. 
f  >r  are  you  prohibited  to  import  or  export  fome 
profitable  commodity,  whereby  the  poor  at  home 
might-want  fubfiftence,  or  public  enemies  be 
ftrengthened  and  encouraged  ?  fiflice  requires 
your  ready  compliance  with  fuch  orders.  Or 
are  you  engaged  to  employ  no  foreigner  in 
your  fervice,  left  thole  who  have  ferved°a  regu¬ 
lar  apprenticefhiprbe  difeouraged,  or  left  without 
emptoyment  ?  Juftice  and  fidelity  oblige  you  to 
refuie  all  l'uch  afliftants  ;  efpecially  where  the 
end  of  thofe  inftitutions  are  crofted  by  fo  doinc. 
In  a  word,  we  ought  in  all’things  to  confult  the 
good  of fociety,  , as  well  as  our  own  ;  and  the  future 
good?  as  well  as  the  prefent ;  if  we  will  be  faithful 
and  true  to  our  obligations.  ' 

7th,  Jujijce  demands  an  equitable  regard  to  your 
fellow  tradesmen .  Though  every  man  may  ufe  all 
lawful  methods  to  increafe  and  fecure  his  cuftomj 
.jet,  charity  ftiould  keep  us  from  hindering  thofe 
who  are  poorer  than  ourfelves ;  and  juftice  for¬ 
bids  the  gaining  cuftomers  or  chapmen  from 
others  by  any  difhonorable  or  in  dire 51  means  :  par¬ 
ticularly,  let  every  unjuft  reflexion,  and  depre¬ 
ciating  inftnuation  on  your  fellow  Tradefman’s 
' chara5ler  or  goods,  be  abhorred  ;  and  every  other 
rrtean  artifice,  to  increafe  your  bufinefs,  at  the 
expence  of  your  neighbour’s.  But  let  this  al¬ 
ways  be  your  governing  principle,  to  do  unto  others 
as  you  would  be  done  unto »  And  though  masters 
fhould  be  content  that  thbir  apprentices,  at  fetting 
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up,  ffiould  carry  away  fome  cuftomers  from  them. 
Being  part  of  the  coniideration  for  their  time 
and  money  ;  yet  no  ingenuous  apprentice  will 
life  any  unworthy  means  to  gain  cuftomers  to 
himfelf ;  or  do  any  thing  but  what  is  common¬ 
ly  and  approved ly  done  in  that  cafe,  either  before 
or  after  the  expiration  of  his  time  ;  remembering, 
that  when  hecomes  into  the  fame  circumftances, 
he  himfelf  will  not  be  contented  with  fuGh  ufage. 
Again,,  ingrojjmg  of  commodities ,  whereby  ma#y 
are  impoveriihed  for  the  enriching  of  a  few  ; 
whether  it  be  done  by  fo.cieties,  or  fingle  perfons, 
is  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  jufiice  and  cha¬ 
rity  y  which  command  us  to  love  our  neighbors  as 
ourfelves :  and  not  to  feek  our  own  advantage  to 
the  prejudice  of  others.  The  law  of  nature 
gives  to  every  man  a  right  of  comfortable  fubfifience 
by  labor  and  commerce.  Thofe  who  deprive 
others  of  thefe  advantages  by  covetous  and  felf- 
enriching  fchemes,  are  common  enemies  to  man¬ 
kind  -y  and  though  men  may  cc  boaft  when  they 
do  well  for  themfelves ;  and  others  may  blefs 
the  covetous  whom  God  abhors,”  (0)  Yet  the 
common  and  tender  Father  of  all,  cannot  but 
hate  thefe  gains  of  oppreftion,  and  punilh  this 
method  of  hallening  to  be  rich  :  and  w:e  often  fee 
the  effects  thereof,  in  the  fall  and  ruin  of  thofe 
who  thought  to  enrich  themfelves  by  thefe  gains 
of  unrighteoufnefs. 

Neither  is  it  agreeable  to  jufice  and  equity,  for 
the  rich  tradefman  or  artificer,  whofe  eftate  per¬ 
haps  may  bear  him  out,  in  fuch  a  manner  to  *«- 
de  fell,  his  poorer  fellow  tradefmen,  that  they,  ~ 
wanting  his  flock  and  credit,  cannot  preferve 
their  cuftomers,, or  fubfift  upon  tjhofe  prices  \  and 

(0)  Pfal.  x,  3. 
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this  condufl  is  efpecialiy-’criiriinai  where  the  ve¬ 
ry  oefign  of  it  is  to  weaken  and  linpoverifh 

Laftly,  That  mjuftice  is  intolerable  which  is 
ottered  to  your  partners  in  trade  ;  who  repofe  rhe 
lame  confidence  in  you,  as  they  do  in  them  {elves  ; 
And  to  whom  you.  are  bound  by  ail  the  ftricteft 
ties  q[  laiv,  conscience ,  and  mutual  confidence .  So 
that  to  undermine,  or  purloin  from  each  other, 
is  a  crime  that  deferves  the  fevereft  cenfure  ;  and 
cvlmot  be  pra&ifed  by  any  who  have  not  loft  all 
mve  to  Virtue,  or  fear  of  fhame. 

Stli.fafiice  obliges  the  tradefman  to  a  paternal 
car  e  about  hii  apprentices.  Prudence  diredsto  chufe 
iuch  as  are  of  iober  charaaers,  tolerable  tem¬ 
pers,  and  capacities  fit  for  bufmefs  ;  and  not  for 
the  fake  of  a  little  prefent  money,  or  to  fupply 
tin  immediate  pinch  of  bufinets,  to  thruft  a  thorn 
into  your  Tides,  which  may  pain  you  for  fevea 
long  years ;  but  thofe  whom  you  Yee  fit  to  bind 
and  leceive  into  your  families,  jujhce  obliges  you 
to  ufe  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  would  have 
your  own  children  treated \  when  they  come  into 
the  fame  condition. 

I  •  Beware  of  undue  fieverity  and  rigor  toward 
them.  This  will  difeourage  them  in  your  fervice^ 
make  their  time  and  life  a  burden;  and  it  is 
well  if  worfe  confequences  do  not  attend  it.  Re¬ 
member  that  you  were  once  in  the  fame  ftate,  and 
repeat  not  upon  them,  what  was  then  juftlv 
elfeemed  a  hardlhip  by  yourfelf ;  remember  that 
you  alfo  have  a  Mafler  in  heaven ,  who  rules  by  love 
and  juft  authority,  and  not  by  feverity  and  ven¬ 
geance  ;  and  do  you  imitate  him  therein  ;  let 
the  government  of  your  fervants  be  fuch  as  may 
command  love  and  efteem,  as  well  as  refpect 
and  obedience,  that  they  may  fed  it  to  be  as 
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much  their  inter  eft,  as  their  duty  to  ferve  you.— 
Maintain  your  authority  over  them  by  a  life  ol 
virtue  and  religion  :  This  will  produce  reverence, 
and  enforce  refpeCI  much  more  effectually  than 
any  domineering  auderity  in  words  or  behaviour ; 
while  vice  and  folly  naturally  breed  contempt, 
under  the  mod  lordly  and  imperious  fway.  Im- 
pofe  not  too  heavy  tajks  upon  them  ;  make  not 
their  lives  bitter  by  cruel  bondage,  led  they  cry 
unto  God  againd  you.  Remember  their  years  and 
bear  with  their  frailties  and  imperfedfions ;  charge 
them  not  with  faults  without  caufe,  nor  refufe 
to  hear  their  jud  apologies  :  Remember  the  re¬ 
flection  of  fob  in  the  like  cafe.  u  If  I  did  de- 
fpife  the  caufe  of  my  man-fervant,  or  of  my 
inaid-fervant,  when  they  contended  with  me ; 
•what  then  fhall  I  do  when  God  rifeth  up?  And 
when  he  viiitetb,  what  fhall  I  anfwer  Him  ?  Did 
not  He  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make  him  ? 
And  did  not  one  fafhion  us  in  the  womb  ?”  (p) 
Let  them  have  food  and  reft  convenient  for  them  : 
ibr  quality ,  let  it  be  fuch  as  is  fuitable  to  their  con¬ 
dition  ;  for  quantity ,  let  it  be  fufficient  for  their 
neceffary  refrefhment  ;  and  for  time  and  feefon ,  let 
it  be  fuch  as  is  mod  conducive  to  their  health  and 
comfort.  Be  full  as  ready  to  encourage  them 
when  they  do  well,  as  to  reprove  them  when 
they  do  amifs  ;  that  they  may  be  fenflble  of 
your  good  will  to  them,  as  well  as  your  autho¬ 
rity  over  them.  “Thou  (halt  not  rule  over 
them  with  rigor,  but  fhalt  fear  thy  GcdTf^J 
2.  But  then,  be  watchful  againd  a  weak  tnduU 
gence  towards  them.  Improve  your  jud  autho¬ 
rity  over  them,  for  mantaining  in  the  whole  of 
their  condudt  a  due  refpefi  to  God  and  yourfelves. 
Indulge  them  in  no  known  evil :  Recommend 

(p)  Job  xxx i,  13—15.  (q)  Levit.  xxv,  43. 

.  -  H  3 
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-iou^fea^of1 rbnHeX3T-PlAand  PrecePf>  re»- 

Above  aTl  Hi,0  d’,andjuft‘Ce  and  *rutlrto  man. 
them  from  Watchrov«  thenito  preferve 

end  take  ar,h  in/ect,on  of  cvtl  ctmpjmy  ;  to  this 
thev  am  .Kf  account  *  ‘heir  time  when 

comraA  SI?  from.>ou  i  for  it  is  then  that  they 

Jv  let  vl  Pernic,ous  acquaintance :  Efpecial- 

he  reh.Ur  aUthK0nty  be  exercifed  °ver  them  for 

rnanv  hf  ?  °^ervance  of  the  Lord’s  day,  for 

bernL  l6  d  ed  the‘r  ruin  from  the  faulty  Ji- 
berncs  they  were  then  indulged  in  ;  and  how 

1  radefmen  can  anfwer  n  to  GoD  and  their  own 

that  !ence!>’ JO  ieavmg  their  fervants  at  large  on 
hat  day,  while  they  are  regaling  themfelves  in 
their  country  retreats,  is  morn  than  I  can 
y.  1  fcarce  believe  any  thing  has  contri- 
uted  more  to  the  corruption  of  the  rifing  ge¬ 
neration  than  neglects  of  this  kind.  How  juilly 
may  God  upbraid  thofe  with  felfiflinefs  and  hy¬ 
po  crify,  who  require  a  tfrict  obedience  to  their 
czvn  commands,  but  thus  overlook  the  neglects 

i  HJS  holy  and  righteous  laws  ?  Keep  them 
therefore  under  your  eye,  and  rather  fpare  them 
time  from  your  own  bufinefs,  for  an  interview 
with  their  friends,  or  other  lawful  occafions, 
than  let  any  part  ot  that  facred  time  be  fpent  in  a 
tripling  or  unbecoming  manner  :  And  though  they 
may  think  much  of  this  rellraint  at  prefent,  yet 
xutuie  time  and  better  conhderation  will  caufe 
taem  to  blefs  you  and  bJefs  God  for  your  care 
concerning  them. 

Laftly,  Be  very  cautious  of  fending  thofe  to  tra- 
rc  4’/,  who  aie  not  furnillied  with  fufiicient  wifdotn 
and  virtue  to  preferve  them  from  the  manifold 
temptations  to  which  they  are  expofed  ;  and  by 

tahirh  n«nv  vnnt-Kc  u .  .,,.4. _ i _  i.  ^ 
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wife  and  children.  The  wife  brought  a  confide- 
rable  portion,  in  profpedt  of  a  comfortable  pro- 
vifion  ;  or  elfe  hath  been  ufeful  in  the  (hop  or 
the  family,  to  preferve  or  increafe  your  eftate, 
and  govern  and  infpe£t  the  affairs  of  the  houfe- 
hold  ;  or  however,  die  is  bone  of  your  hone ,  and 
flejh  of  your  fief? ;  and  hath  forfaken  her  parents 
and  friends,  to  call  herfeff  upon  your  love  and 
care  ;  whom  you  are  bound,  by  all  facred  and 
human  ties,  to  cherifh  and  maintain.  Your 
children  are  parts  of  yourfelf,  whom  you  bro’t 
into  the  world  in  a  helplefs  and  dependant 
date  •,  whom  jufice  obliges  you  to  fupport  and 
provide  for :  And  yet  fuch  is  the  idlenefs  and 
negligence,  fuch  the  prodigality  and  voluptuouf- 
nefs  of  many  tradefmen,  that  mifery  and  tears 
are  the  only  inheritance  they  leave  to  their  dif- 
treffed  families.  Tile  goods  are  appraifed,  but 
they  are  few  or  unfakable  \  the  books  are  exa¬ 
mined,  but  no  co?nfort  is  to  be  found  from  them  ; 
the  poor  wife  is  forced  to  live  upon  her  friends , 
or  pine  away  in  want ;  and  the  children  to  wan¬ 
der  defolate  and  forfaken:  O  wretched  injuflice  ! 
Can  the  pofterity  of  fuch  men  rife  up  and  call 
them  blefed. \  who  make  them  heirs  to  nothing 
but  poverty  and  diftrefs  ?  Or  will  it  excufe  them, 
that  they  have  been  jufl  to  others ,  who  are  thus 
cruel  to  their  own  Ref  ?  No.  Limit  yourfelves 
in  the  expences  of  drefs,  diet  and  furniture  ;  al¬ 
low  yourfelves  in  no  unreafonable  or  codly  plea¬ 
sures  ;  be  diligent  in  your  callings,  and  prudent 
in  your  concerns  ;  that  you  may  leave  your  fa¬ 
milies  above  the  charity  of  their  friends,  and  en- 
.able  them  to  live  when  your  period  of  life  ceaf- 
es  ;  that  your  exit  may  not  be  like  the  brutes, 
who  have  no  concern  for  the  offspring  they  leave 
behind  them.  u  A  good  man  leaveth  an  inhc- 
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ritance  to  his  children’s  children.  Wealth  and 
liches  are  in  his  houfe,  and  his  righteoufnefs  en- 
dureth  tor  ever.”  (r) 

iothv  This  jujiice  in  the  tradefman,  obligeth 
him  to  /hew  mercy  to  the  poor ;  for  righteoufnefs- 
containeth  charity. (r)  Ivlen  are  but  /lewards  of 
what  they  pofTefs,  to  the  great  God,  who  is  the 
original  proprietor  of  all  things.  As  much  as  is 
needful  for  their  own  ufe,  he  allows  them  to  ap¬ 
propriate  to  themfelves,  and  has  appointed  the 
poor  and  neceditous  to  be  the  receivers  of  the  reft\ 
we  are  not  therefore  cc  to  withhold  good  from 
them  to  whom  it  is  duey  when  it  is  in  the  power 
of  our  hands  to  do  h.(t)  We  fhould  improve 
the  talent  of  wealth  as  good  fervants  of  our  great 
Maher  ;  and  fo  regulate  our  expences,  and  em¬ 
ploy  our  (kill  and  care,  that  we  may  be  afliftant 
to  others  ;  working  with  our  hands ,  or  labouring 
with  our  heads,  u  the  thing  that  is  good,  that 
we  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth.”  (u) 
The  goodnefs  of  God  is. his  glory  •  nor  is  there  a 
more  amiable  difpo-fition.  in  his  creatures,  or  any 
thing  that  yields  greater  delight  to  a  humane- 
and  pious  heart,  or  is  more  likely  to  meet  with 
a  generous  reward  from  a  good  God,  than  a  fin  - 
cere  difpofition  to  imitate  him  herein.  Let  the 
tradefman  therefore  in  a  courfe  of  diligence  and  * 
prudence,  truft  God  with  futurity,  and  enlarge 
his  heart ,  and  extend  his ■  compajfion ,  to  the  proper 
objedfs  of  them. 

And  here  a  large  field  is  before  you.  Either 
there  are  fome  poor  relations  of  your  own  ;  or 
God  hath  fome  poor  children  of  his,  whole  ne- 
ceffities  call  for  relief.  Or  fome  poor,  faithful 
minijiers  of  C  hr  iff,  who,  inftead  of  living  to 

{r )  Prov.  xiii,  22.  Pfal.  cxii,  3.  ( s )  Pfal.  cxii,  9.  2  Cor.  ix,  q, 

( t)  Prov.  iii,  27.  fuj  Eph.  iv,  28. 
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ftudy  and  do  good,  are  obliged  to  dudy 
to  live  and  get  bread.  Or  Tome  poor  inge¬ 
nious  Jcholars ,  who,  if  fuppprted  for  a  time,  might 
become  indruments  of  public  good.  Or  fome ig¬ 
norant  and  uncultivated  perfons  and  places, 
where  ledlures  of  religion  might  be  ufefully  eda- 
bl idled ;  Or  Bibles ,  and  other  books  of  indrucfion,. 
beneficially  difperfed.  Or  fame  fob ery^/xt,  vvhofe 
parents  are  unable  to  place  them  to  trades  ;  And 
others  who  have  (kill  and  parts,  but  no  (lock  to 
begin  with.  Or  fome  poor  iradejmen ,  and  houfe- 
keepers,  who  often  want  work,  and  therefore 
want  bread  ;  or  whofe  families  are  large,  and 
their  afiliclions  many  ;  w?hofe  patience  prevents, 
their  complaints,  and  whole  modedy  unfits  them 
for  a  Iking ;  and  therefore  languid!  and  pine  in 
didrefs.  Or  fome  virtuous  ?na'uU)is.y  whom  a  .lit" 
tie  money  would  fettle  in  employments  or  mar¬ 
riage  •  'hut,  being  indigent  and  negledted,  are 
expofed  to  many  temptations.  Befides  fchools 
for  the  youngs  relief  for  the  fick  or  lame ,  and  af~ 
fidance  for  the  aged  and  helplefs.  All  which  are 
proper  and  neceffary  objects  for  your  charity,  as 
far  as  your  abilities  extend. 

And  that  you  may  be  free  and  liberal  herein, 
lay  by  for  this  purpofe,  in  fome  due  proportion, 
u  as  God  has  Defied  yonf{vj)  either  weekly* 
monthly,  or  yearly,  as  the  nature  of  your  in¬ 
comes  are.  This  method  will  free  you  from  the 
uncertainty  that  thole  mud  be  under,  who  onlv 
occafionally  dretch  forth  their  hands  as  objects, 
offer.  And  having  thus  a  dock  devoted  to  facred 
and  charitable  ufes,  you  will  be  much  more  free 
on  all  proper  occasions  to  exercife  your  bounty 
and  liberality  :  Always  judging  that  well-order¬ 
ed  charity  is  the  fur  ft  ami  fa  fell  way  to  thrive  1 

(•iv  '  \  C  »r,-  xv i,  z., 
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as  what  is  expended  this  way,  is  lent  on  the  bed 

;i“  f '  '"S'11  i-ttrtft ,  W  nand,, 
the  taithfulnefs  and  bounty  of  God.  * 

i  xth,  requires  a  punaual  'regard  to  all 

rlfLuT^  ?Ut  38  thk  is  3  branch  that 
uw  which  is  due  from  man  to  man,  I  lhall  take 

notice  of  it  under  that  head. 

1 2  th,  Laftly,  Jr  fire  demands  a  fpeedy  reflitu- 
t:on  of  whatever  may  have  been  unlawfully  gain¬ 
ed,  or  acquired.  This  is  a  duty  fo  evident  that 
one  would  think  little  need  to  be  faid  to  prove  it 
necelfary.  I  ..  Religion  requires  it ;  confidence  can. 
never  be  pacified,  nor  guilt  removed,  while  the 
gains  of  injuftice  are  in  our  hands  ;  nor  that  re¬ 
pentance  be  fincere,  which  is  not  attended  with 
a  real  purpofe  and  refolution  to  reft  ore  what  has 
been  tmquitoufy  gotten :  For  repentance  is  the 
undoing,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  what  has  been  done 
anuls  ;  if  it  was  criminal  for  you  to  injure  your 
neighbour  at  firft,  the  crime  ftill  remains,  while 
you  continue  voluntarily  to  detain  from  him 
w-hatis  his  due;  And  therefore  God  command¬ 
ed,  that  “  when  any  trefpaffed  againft  the  Lord  ” 

>•  e.  by  defrauding  another  (and  obferve  by  the 
way  that  though  men  are  the  immediate 
objedts,  yet  God  efteems  injuftice  to  them  as 
done  againft  Himfelf,  becaufe  it  is  the  violation 
ot  His  law',  and  the  contempt  of  his  authority  •  1 
uthen  they  fhail  confels  their  fin,  and  recom- 
pence  the  trefpafs  with  the  principal,  and  add  the 
fifth  part  thereto,  and  give  to  him  againft  whom 
he  hath  trefpafled,”  as  a  fatisfadlion  for  the  in¬ 
conveniences  that  the  injured  party  might  have 
fuffered  :  (y)  The  moral  equity  of  which  law  binds- 
the  confcienccs  of  all  men.  to  the  end  of  time. 
When  Nebemiah  had  engaged  the  Jews,  who  had 

(x)  Prov.  x'.r.,  17.  iii,  9  ft/'Numb.  v.  6,  - 
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been  guilty  of  oppreffion,  to  a  promife  of  restor¬ 
ing  what' they  were  unrighteously  poffefled  of,  he 
adds  this  divine  corptni nation :  “  God  fo  fhake 
out  every  map  from  his  houfe.,  and  from  his  la¬ 
bour,  that  performeth  not  his  promife  !  even 
thus  be  he  Jhaken  out  and  emptied  ;  and  all  the 
people  faid,  Amen/’(2s)  And  Zaccheus  imme¬ 
diately  fell  under  the  conviction  of  this  duty  ; 
when  our  blefled  Saviour  invited  Himfelf  to  his 
houfe,  he  knew  no  ..better  proof  that  he  could 
give  him  of  the  fenfe  he  had  of  his  part  errors, 
-and  the  fincerity  of  his  p  refen  t  affection,  than 
engaging  himfelf,  «  where  he  had  injured  any 
man,  whether  good  or  bad,  rich  or  poor,  king 
or  fubjecf,  prefently  to  reftore  four  fold.’’  (a) 
Which  fhews  that  the  natural  consciences  of 
men  own  refutation  as  a  duty  5  and  if  ever  fal- 
nation  come  to  your  houfe,  and  the  influence  of 
religion  upon  your  hearts^  you  will  go  and  do 
iikewife.  ’ 

2.  Inter eft  requires  it.  While  God  is  the 
righteous  Governor  of  the  world,  the  gains  of 
mjujlice  can  never  be  bleftings  to  the  pofteffors  of 
them;  they  are  often  -blown  away  by  the  blaft  of 
God,  like  chaff  before  the  wind  ;  but  if  they  re¬ 
main,  the  divine  curfe  remains  with  them  ;  and 
like  the  leprofy,  fpreads  infection  -to  all  that  you 
poflefs  ;  And  who  would  lofe  the  comfort. of  all 
the  honeft  gain  they  have,  for  the  fake  of  re¬ 
taining  a  little  that  may  be  unjuftiy  acquired  ? 

1  ake  therefore  thy  iil-gppen. goods  in  thy  hand, 
as  the  philofopher  did  his  eftate,  when  he  threw 
it  into  the  fea,  aivd  refolye  that  it  js  better  that 
tliefe  things  -be  deftroyed  by  me,  than  I  for.  them  • 

and  efteem  it  a  thoufand  times  more  preferable 
to  live  poor  and  juft,  and  die  blefled  ;  than  to 
(xj  Nehem.  v,  1-13  (a)  Luke  xix,  8. 
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live  and  die  with  a  curfe.  If  you  are  incapable 
of  making  reftitution,  though  the  will  may  be 
accepted  in  head  ct  the  deed,  yet  furely  you  ought 
to  mourn. ,  with  peculiar  bitternefs,  that" you  have 
done  injuries  to  others,  which  you  are  not  able 
to  repair.  You  fhould  reflect  on  the  hand  of 
tjrod,  and  acknowledge  his  juitice,  in  rendering 
}'°ur  unrighteoufnefs  lo  unprofitable  to  you  3  and 
icmember  that  the  obligation  jhll lies  upon  you, Key 
make  reftitutipn  when,  and  in  what  degree  foe~ 
ver  you, are  capable,  if  the  fear  of  fhafne  and 
lofs  of  reputation,  deter  you  irom  this  initance 
•of  juitice  ;  chufe  fome  faithful  friend  to  reft  ore. 
the  owner  his  right,  and  then  your  name  need 
not  be  known,  or  your  character  fullied  ;  and  let 
it  be  obferved,  that  to  fin,  is  fhame,  and  that  is 
pa/f  it  is  only  righteoufnefs  and  equity,  which  is 
-to  be  pradtifed  now  ;  what  fhame  can  it  be  to  do 
that  which  is  good,  and  undo  that  which  is  evib? 
hut  if  your  fool i ft  1  fhame,  or  bafe  covetoufnefs, 
prevent  your  execution  of  juitice  ;  remember 
that  it  will  not  tje  long  before  your  iniquities  will 
be  charged  upon  you  in  the  prefence  of  God,  of 
angels  and  men;  and  what  unfpeakable  fhame 
•and  confufion  will  then  cover  vour  face,  when  it 
fhall  be  .found  that  after  all  the  remonftrances  of 
rcafon  and  confcience,  you  have  lived  and  died  in 
ihej'c  fins.  If  it  be  objected,  that  the  perfons  are 
dead  whom  you  have  injured,  and  you  know7  of 
none  to  make  feftitution  to  ;  I  anfwer,  the  heirs 
or  executors  of  the  deceafcd  have  the  proper  claim 
to  it ;  and  if,  after  diligent  enquiry,  they  are  not 
to  be  found,  the  divine  records  have  preferibed 
who  are  to  be  the  receivers.  uIf  the  injured 
man  have  no  kinfman,  or  heir ,  to  recompenfe 
the  trefpafs  unto,  let  the  trefpafs  be  recompenfed 
unto  the  Lord.”(£)  God’s  church  and  powr  are 

( b)  Numb,  v,  i. 
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His  receivers  of  all  eftates  forfeited  to  His  honor 
and  government :  As  giving  to  the  poor  is  lend¬ 
ing  unto  the  Lord,  where  it  is  an  aft  of  benevo¬ 
lence  ;  lb  it  is  paying  unto  the  Lord  what  He 
claims  as  an  aft  of  juftice  from  us. 

To  conclude:  r.  Refleft: on  your pafl  condutt 
as  to  this  great  duty  of  juftice.  Perhaps  thy  in¬ 
justice  has  been  fo  fecretly  managed,  that  thy  re¬ 
putation  is  not  injured  by  it;  but  what  fays 
confcience  ?  Does  not  that  remember  the  uncon - 
fcionable  bargains,  the  faulty  wares  IhufBed  off 
by  deceit  and  faijbood ;  the  unjuft  weights  and 
meafures  ufed  in  trade  ;  or  the  opprejfton  and  un- 
mercijubiefs  with  which  it  has  been  condufted. 
Let  conscience  Survey  the  foregoing  particulars, 
and  fee  wherein  thou  haft  been  guilty;  and 
give  it  leave  to  Speak,  while  it  afts  the  part  of  a 
friendly  monitor,  for,  fpeak  it  will,  and  the 
more  terribly,  the  longer  it  is  Silenced.  Shut 
not  thine  eyes  againft  the  light,  nor  frame  any 
excufes  for  thyfelf  now,  that  will  not  ftand  the 
teft  of  the  great  judgment- day :  w  Break  off  your 
ftns  by  righteoufnefs,  and  your  iniquities  by 
Shewing  mercy.  ”(c)  And  Seek  the  divine  for- 
givenefs  by  a  Sincere  repentance  before  God,  and 
a  humble  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  while 
fbrgivenefs  may  be  had. 

2.  Let  all  your  aftions  be  regulated  by  the 
rules  of  juftice  for  the  time  to  come ;  and  reckon 
nothing  really  gained,  but  what  you  gain  hon- 
eftly.  Be  advifed  ever  to  take  the  fafer  path  in 
doubtful  cafes  ;  do  that  which  appears  to  be 
the  moft  honorable,  juft  and  charitable  ;  and 
run  not  always  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  lawful¬ 
ness,^  for  he  who  always  walks  as  near  to  the 
river’i  brink  as  he  can,  is  in  extreme  danger  of 

( c)  Dan.  iv.  27. 
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falling  in.  In  matters  of  duty  it  is  ufualiy  feet 
to  do  the  moft  \  but  in  matters  of  advantage ,  to 
take  the  leaf :  For  we  are  naturally  too  much 
biaffed  by  felfifhnefs.  Shew  favor  to  the  poor* 
ingenuity  to  the  unfkilful,  and  moderation  and 
.equity  to  all  :  And  let  it  be  your  fixed  purpofe, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  that  though  you  may  not 
he  very  rich,  yet  you  will  be  always  very  juft : 
Fhis  is  the  way  to  a  quiet  confcience,  and  a 
firm  edate ;  you  may  then  enjoy  with  pleafure, 
and  leave  with  comfort  to  your  poherity,' what¬ 
ever  acquifitions  a  diligent  hand,  and  a  good 
God  has  afforded  vyou. — To  which  end,  i. 
Let  the  fear  of  God  rule  in  your  hearts. — 
Fear  of  fhame  may  redrain  men  from  many  in- 
fiances  of  injufiice,  but  nothing  lefs  than  the 
religious  fear  of  God,  wili  make  them  univer- 
fallyjufi  and  honed. —2.  Conquer  your  undm 
love  to  the  world .  A  covetous  and  fehifh  tem¬ 
per  is  the  grand  fpring  of  all  injufiice  and  op- 
preffion  :  Men  would  never  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  anger  of  God,  injure  their  neighbours, 
and  hazard  their  reputation  for  a  little  gain,  if 
their  love  to  it  was  not  exceffive  and  criminal.— 
3.  Learn  contentment  in  your  prefent  date,  and, 
truft  ift  God  for  futurity .  His. providence  over¬ 
rules  and  directs  all  the  conditions  of  His  crea¬ 
tures  ;  He  knows  what  things  we  have  need  of 
and  what  would  be  hurtful  to  us,  and  will  be 
fure  to  fecure  the  bed  good  to  thofe  who  place 
their  confidence  in  Him :  But  men  would  fain 
be  independent  beings  ;  and  thofe  whofe  difo- 
bedience  and  negle<d  of  God,  has  produced  a 
confcioufnefs  in  themfelves  that  they  have  no 
jud  title  to  his  favor,  are  unwilling  to  lie  at  his 
mercy,  and  defirous  by  any  means  to  procure 
thofe  bleffings  to  themfelves,  which  they  have 
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tio  claim  to  afk  at  his  hands  :  But  though  juj- 
tice  and  equity  may  in  fome  inftances  ohftrudt  the 
chriftian's  gain,  yet  let  him  not  doubt  but  God  ' 
will  abundantly  make  it  up,  in  temporal  or  fpi- 
ritual  bleffings,  or  both  :  He  is  too  great  and 
too  good,  to  permit  his  fervants  to  be  lofers  by 
2ny  thing  thev  deny  themfelves,  in  obedience 
to  His  will. — ^  Love  your  neighbour  as  yourfelf. \ 
and  place ^ourfelf  in  bis  ftead  in  all  your  deal¬ 
ings  with  him  ;  and  then,  I  am  fure,  you  will 
do  nothing  that  is  unjuft  or  difhonorable  by 
him. — 5.  Laftly,  ’zsthis  and  every  other  virtue 
and  grace  mud  be  derived  from  Chrift  Jefus,  the 
Fountain  of  all  wifdom  and  grace;  lo  let  the 
pra^ice  of  it  be  recommended  to  God,’  by  a  true 
and  living  faith  in  Him  as  the  great  Mediator  : 
And  then,’  whatever  your  fuccefs  is  here  below, 
you  will  not  fail  of  an’  abundant  reward  above, 
in  the  prefence  and  favor  of  the  juft  and  righte¬ 
ous  God :  But  let  no v  man  be  fo  vain  as  to 
think,  that  the  chriftian  and  profejfon  will 
profit  him  who  contradidfs  the  precepts  of  it 
Or  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrif  was  ever  defign- 
ed  to  juftify  or  fave  the  unrighteous  dealer. 

3.  Promote  this  juflice  in  others ,  as  far  as  you 
are  able.  Recommend  and  inftil  principles  of 
juftice  and  integrity  into  your  children  and  fer¬ 
vants  ;  and  fuffer  them  not  to  offer  the  leaft 
wrong  to  any  :  Be,  and  profefs  yourfelf  to  be,  an 
irreconcileable  enemy  to  all  injurious  and  deceitful 
dealing. — Stand  not  by  patiently,  while  others 
are  injured  and  impofed  upon  ;  at  leaft,  be  not 
partakers  with  them.  In  many  inftances,  he 
who  hinders  not  an  injury  when  he  might,  makes 
it  his  own. — Improve  the  intereft  and  influence 
you  have  in  your  feveral  focieties ,  to  reform 
what  is  amifs  in  this  refpeff. — This  is  the  way 

I  2 


*00  Pqffages  of  Scripture . 

to  honor  the  gofpe],  and  flop  the  calumnies  of 
Ks  enemies,. to  eftablilha  good  reputation  among 
men  ,  to  live  in  peace,  and  die  in  comfort 

grace  of  the  Redeemer)  and  leave 
a  bleflmg  behind  you.  Amen . 

w . Their  father  Ifrael  faid,  Take  double  mo¬ 
ney  in  your  hand:  And  the  money  that  was 
brought  again  in  the  mouth  of  your  facks,  car- 
ry  at  again  in  your  hand  ;  peradventufe  it  was 
cm  over  fight,  Gen.  xliii.  12. 

U  1  hou  (halt  not  fteal.  Thou  {halt  not  co¬ 
vet  thy  neighbour’s  houfe,  or  any  thing  that  is 
thy  neighbour's,  ExocL  xx.  15,  17 . 

u  ^  hou  fhalt  not  defraud  thy  neighbour, 
neither  rob  him The  wages  of  him  that  is  hi- 
red  fhall  not  abide  with  thee  all  night  until  the 
morning.  A  e  (hall  do  no  unrighteoufnefs  in  judg¬ 
ment,  in  mete-yard,  in  weight,  or  in  meafure. 
Lev .  xix.  13 — 35. 

u  For  all  that  do  fuch  things,  and  all  that 
do  unrighteoufy,  are  an  abomination  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God,  Deut .  xxv.  13—16. 

“  He  hath  fwallowed  dovon  riches,  he  fhall 
vomit  them  up  again  :  God  fhall  caft  them  out 
of  his  belly. — Becaufe  he  hath  opprejfed  and  for- 
faken  the  poor. — Surely  he  (hall  not  feel  quiet- 
nefs  in  his  belly,  he  (hall  not  fave  of  that 
which  he  hath  defired. — In  the  fulnefs  of  his 
fufficiency  he  (hall  be  in  ffraits. — A  fire  not 
blown  fhall  confume  him  ;  it  (hall  go  ill  with 
him  that  is  left  in  his  tabernacle. — The  heavens 
fhall  reveal  his  iniquity,  bV.  Job  xx.  15 — 27. 

<c  Treafures  of  wickednejs  profit  nothing,— 
Bleftings  are  upon  the  head  of  the  juft,  Prov. 
x.  2,  6. 

cc  A  man  fhall  not  be  eftablifhed  by  zvickednefs ; 
But  the  houfe  of  the  righteous  (hall  hand,  Provt 
xii.  2,  7. 
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u  Better  is  a  little  with  right  eoufnefs,  than* 
great  revenues  without  right ,  Frov.  xvi.  8. 

“  The  juft  man  walketh  in  his  integrity  :  His 
children  are  bleffed  after  him. — Bread  of  deceit 
is  fweet  to  a  man,  but  afterwards  his  mouth 
fhall  be  filled  with  gravel. — An  inheritance  may 
be  gotten  haftily  at  the  beginning  :  But  the  end 
thereof  fhall  not  be  bleffed,  Prov.  xx.  7,  17,  2f. 

“  It  is  joy  to  the  juft  to  do  judgment ,  Prov. 
xxi.  15, 

u  He  that  by  ufury  and  unjuft  gain  increafeth 
his  fubftance,  he  fhall  gather  it  for  him  that 
will  pity  the  poor. — A  faithful  man  fhall  abound 
with  bleffings  :  But  he  that  maketh  hafe  to  be 
rich,  fhall  not  be  unpunifhed,TV^.  xxviii.  8,  20. 

<£  As  the  partridge  fitteth  on  eggs,  and  hatch- 
eth  them  not:  So  he  that  getteth  riches,  and 
not  by  right ,  fhall  leave  them  in  the  midft  of  his 
days,  and  at  his  end  fhall  be  a  fool,  Jerem .  . 
xvii.,  1 1  ^  . 

“‘"Wo  unto  him  that  buildeth  his  houfe  by 
unrighteoufnefs ,  and  his  chambers  by  wrongs  that 
ufeth  his  neighbour’s  fervice  zvithout  wages,  and 
giveth  him  not  for  his  work,  Jer.  xxii.  13, 

Thou  haft  taken-'  ufury  and  increafe,  and 
thou  haft  greedily  gained  of  thy  neighbours  by 
extortion, t  and  haft  forgotten  me, r  faith  the 
Lord. ^-Behold  I  have  frn  it  ten  mine  hand  at 
thy  dijhonefi  gain  which  thou  haft  made.— Can 
thine  heart  endure,  or  thy  hands  be  ftrong  in 
the  days  that  I  fhall  deal  with  thee  ?  I  the  Lord 

have  fpoken  it,  and  will  do  it,  EzeL  xxii, 
12 — 14. 

“  Thou  haft  defiled  thy  fan&uaries  by  the 
multitude  of  thine  iniquities,  by  the  iniquity  of 
traffic-,  therefore  will  I  bring  forth  a  fire 
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which  (hall  devour  thee,  in  the  fight 'of  all  them 
that  behold  thee,  Ezek.  xxviii.  x8. 

T  he  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven 
againft  all  ungodlinefc,  and  unright eoujnefs  of 
men,— God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate 
mind.  -Being  filled  with  all  unrighteoujncfs ,  co- 
vetoufnefs ,  deceit ,  covenant -breakers 5  Korn* 

i.  1 8,  29— .31. 

u  rhat  no  man  go  beyond  for  over-reach )  and 
defraud  his  brother  in  any  matter  :  Becaufe  the 
Lord  is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch,  1  Theff.  iv.  6. 
Pfah  xv.  If  a.  xxxiii.  15.  Coiof  iii.  250 
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Of  Truth. 

§  I.  The  nature  of  truth. — §  II.  Obligati¬ 
ons  to  the  practice  of  it. — Excufes  for 
lying  confidered. — §  III.  Wherein  truth , 
as  it  relates  to  trade ,  is  to  be  exercifed . 
— In  the  performance  of  all  lawful  con¬ 
tracts  and  promifes . — -In  not  concealing 
■  that  truth  which  juftice  or  charity  obliges 
us  to  divulge. — In  forbearing  all  unjuft 
commendations  of  goods. — In  fhunning 
unjuft  disparagements  of  perfons  and 
things. — And  all  equivocations  and  dif- 
guifes  in  our  dealings — In  refraining  a 
multiplicity  of  words  r~~In  the  cautious 
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takings  and  careful  keeping  of  oaths. ~ 
§IV.  Diffuafives  from  lying . — Means 
to  promote  a  difpofitton  to  truths  and  the 
practice  of  it  .—Suitable  Scriptures . 

§  !•  A  S  to  the  nature  of  truths  we  may  ob- 
JTjL  ferve  that  it  either  is  the  agreement 
of  our  expreffions  to  the  nature  of  things,  or  to 
our  knowledge  or  apprehehenfions  of  them.  Our 
expreffions  may  agree  with  our  conceptions  of 
things,  but  not  with  their  nature  ;  in  which 
cafe  we  cad  the  falfhood  a  ini.Jiake  or  error  r  But 
though  this  is  a  foft  term,  and  implies  but  little 
blame;  yet  even  this  is  culpable,  whether  in 
our  condudf  towards  God  or  man,  when  the 
means  of  knowledge  are  afforded  us  :  For  that 
law  that  requires  us  to  do  our  duty,  requires  a 
care  to  inform  ourfeives  about  it  in  order  there¬ 
to,  if  the  means  of  knowledge  are  afforded  us,. 
But  when  our  expreffions  do  not  agree  with  our 
conceptions,  that  is  lying  ;  even  though  the  ex¬ 
preffions  themfelves  may  happen  to  agree  with 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  for  here  is  a  defign  to 
mifreprefent  it :  and  as  our  words  are  understood 
to  exprefs  more  immediately  our  own  concepti¬ 
ons,  heie  is  in  fact  an  intended  falfe  reprefenta- 
tion  ,  whatever  the  thing  is,  we  defign  another 
mould  believe  we  think  it  to  be  what  we  really 
imagine  it  is  not ;  unlefs  when  we  rehearfe  a  lie 
m  a  hijlorical  manner,  and  make  it  not  our  own 
And  I  mull  obferve  here,  that  perfons  may  ah 
as  well  as  fpeak  a  lie  ;  for  words  are  but  the 
mode  of *expreffing  our  apprehenfions,  which 
may  as  drongly  be  dignified  by  a&ions  ;  for  in- 
ffance,  “  the  man  that  lives  as  if  he  had  the 
eftate  he  knows  he  has  not;  or  was  what  in¬ 
deed  he  knows  he  is  not,  doth  as  truly  lie,  as  if 
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he  was  continually  to  exprefs  it  by  words ;  if  it 
be  done  with  a  defign  to  injure  and  deceive ' 
others.”* — So  that  you  may  perceive  that -eve¬ 
ry  mijlake  is  not  a  lie,  nor  every  doubtful  fpeech 
nor  every  parable  or  fable,  nor  the  rehearfmg  of 
a  lie,  if  we  make  it  not  our  own  :  But  a  lie,  is 
the  voluntary  falffying  of  the  truth,  and  is  ufu- 
ally  joined  with  an  Intention  to  deceive. 

§  II.  Let  every  Tradefman  endeavor  to  judge 
of  things  as  they  are ;  and  fpeak  of  them,  when 
he  is  properly  called  thereto,  according  to  fuch 
his  judgment :  Neither  adding  nor  diminifhing  ; 
neither  depreciating  a  commodity,  nor  putting 
falfe  colours  upon  it,  but  “  fpeak  the  truth  in 
his  heart  :”(a)  and  this  from  confcience  to 
God,  and  a  love  to  virtue.  To  this  he  is  bound 
by  the  rules  of  reafon  and  religion ,  of  honor  and  . 
intereft. 

i.  As  every  man  requires  to  be  truly  dealt 
with  himfelf,  and  hates  to  be  deceived,  or  im-  - 
pofed  upon  by  fallhood  ;  reafon  evinces  the  fit- 
nefs  and  obligation  of  treating  others  in  the 
fame  manner  :  For  with  what  face  can  we  de-  - 
lire  that  all  men  fhould  add  by  the  rules  of  fin-  - 
cerity  and  truth  to  us,  while  we  make  falfhood 
and  fraud  the  meafure  of  our  condudd  to  them  ? 
If  truth  is  eligible  from  others  to  you ,  why 
fhould  it  not  be  equally  fo  from  you  to  them  ? 
It  is  manifeid  that  all  civil  fociety  mufd  be  dif-  • 
folved  without  it  ;  that  falfhood  breaks  the 
bonds,  and  dehroys  the  confidence  that  is  ne~ 
ceffary  thereunto  ;  for  how  can  men  converfe  or 
trade  together,  if  they  are  not  to  be  believed  ? 
And  how  can  they  expedd  to  be  believed,  unlefs 
they  conjlantly  fpeak  the  truth  ?  He  who  will  he 

*  See  Religion  of  Nature  delineated. 

(a)  Pfal.  xv.*  2. 
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for  one  thing,  at  one  time,  may  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  capable  of  doing  it  at  any  time,  or./  in 
any  cafe:  And  then,  truth  and  judice  have  fuch 
a  relation  to  each  other,  that  he  cannot  be  juft 
in  his  dealings,  who  is  falfe  in  his  words. 
Surely  every  one’s  indignation  dioukl  be  awa¬ 
kened  againd  a  vice  which  thus  dedroys  the 
common  good  of  mankind. — It  is  evident  that 
fpeech  was  given  unto  us,  that  we  might  dgni- 
fy  or  exprefs  our  minds  to  each  other  ;  but  ly¬ 
ing  and  faldiood  direddly  contradict  this  end  ; 
fo  that  a  dumb  man  is  better  than  a  liar . 

2.  Religion  certainly  lays  us  under  the  dronged 
obligations  to  truth  and  fmcerity.  We  worfhip 
and  ferve  the  God  of  truth ;  the  revelation  vse 
believe,  is  the  gofpel  of  truth  ;  the  precepts  of 
religion  every  where  enforce  the  love  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  truth  ;  it  is  the  very  character  of  all  who 
fincerely  profefs  it,  that  they  hate  lying,  and  love 
truth,  (b)  And  fo  contrary  is  the  indulgence  of 

faljhood  and  deceit  to  the  fpirit  of  our  holy  religi¬ 
on,  that  it  utterly  excludes  the  praCtifers  of  it, 
from  any  fhare  in  the  biddings  of  the  gofpel,  or 
hopes  of  falvation.(c)  Yea,  there  is  fuch  an 
evident  contradiction  between  a  falfe  man,  and 
a  true  chridian,  that  it  is  a  wonder  how  any  can 
make  pretenfions  to  the  lad  character,  whofe 
conduCt  lays  them  under  the  cenfure  of  the 
former. 

3.  And  not  only  reafonand  religion,  but  honor 
and  intereft  fhould  engage  men  to  becxaCtly  true 
and  upright  in  their  words.  There  is  a  real  no- 
blenefs  of  fpirit,  and  true  courage,  in  fpeaking 
the  truth :  How  drongly  doth  confcience  fup- 
port  the  man  of  veracity,  fo  that  no  frowns  can 


(b)  P  fa  I.  xv.  21 — 4. 
Pfal,  v.  6. 


( ft  Prov,  xiii,  5. 
Rev.  xxi.  8,  27.  'C 


>•  Prov.  xix.  9. 
Chap.  xxii.  15. 


K)6  Of  Truth . 

daunt  him  ?  Whereas  the  liar  is  the  reproach  of 
humanity  ;  and  the  rnoft  diftant  imputation  of 
fo  infamous  a  character,  is  highly  refented  by 
every  man  of  honor  :  He  who  knows  himfeif 
to  be  guilty,  feels  a  fling  in  his  conference,  when 
none  elfe  can  accufe  him  ;  and  fhame  and  con- 
fufion  fill  his  face,  when  he  is  detedled  :  No¬ 
thing  but  fordid  hopes,  or  fordid  fears,  can 
prevent  the  tongue  from  being  the  true  interpre¬ 
ter  of  the  mind. — And  I  am  fure  it  is  every 
man’s  inter eft^  as  well  as  his  honor,  to  be  true 
to  his  word  ;  it  is  the  mofl  effedfual  way  to 
maintain  and  fupport  his  credit :  Such  a  perfon 
fhall  be  believed  in  doubtful  things,  when  a  fo- 
lemn  oath  is  not  fufhcient  to  gain  him  credit, 
who  allows  himfeif  in  lying  and  deceit..  Men: 
will  find  when  they  have  affrighted  thofe  who’ 
know  them  from  dealing  with  them,  that  juflice 
and  truth  are  greater  recommendations,  than 
the  fairefl  fign  they  can  hang  out.. 

Three  excufes  are  ufually  made  for  this  bafe 
fin  of  lying. 

Some  plead  the  examples  of  others  :  They  fee 
it  daily  pra&ifed*  and  find  fome  inffances  of 
good  men  failing  in  this  way  ;  and  therefore 
think  they  may  fafely  venture  upon  it. — It  muff 
indeed  be  allowed,  though  it  is  a  fad  truth,  that 
multitudes,  who  even  call  themfelves  by  the 
honorable  name  of  chrijlians ,  are  guilty  herein  ; 
but  by  the  fame  plea,  treafon  againfl  the  king 
would  become  allowable,,  if  the  number  of  re¬ 
bels  was  great  \  and  the  more  contempt  is  caff 
upon  God  and*,  his  government,  fo  much  the 
greater  fandlion  men  would  have  for  rebellion 
againfl:  him  y  and  every  addition  to  the  number 
of  iniquities,  would  burn  our  obligations  to 
obedience..  Who  b  vhem  who  lees  not  the  fal- 
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jjacy  of  fuch  a  plea  ?  Can  you  think  that,  the 
number  of  guilty  worms  of  the  earth,  will  be 
any  fcreen  from  the  refentments  of  God’s  infi¬ 
nite  power  and  jufiice  ?  Or  that  He  will  for¬ 
bear  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  his  laws,  hecaufe* 
tranfgrefiors  are  multiplied  ;  when  this  is  the 
very  rea Ton  that  makes  vengeance  neceffary  to  be 
.inflicted  r  Try  whether  it  will  reconcile  you  to 
the  anguifh,  and  minifier  confolation  amidfi  the 
flames  of  hell,  that  multitudes  of  the  c<  w;cked5 
and  tire  nations  of  thofe  that  forget  God,(W) 
fhall  be  turned  into  it,”  before  you  plead  num¬ 
bers  .  as  a  prefcription  for  iniquity. — As  to  the 
tlgS  of  good  men  this  way,  they  fhould  be 
fubjebfs  of  caution  to  us,  and  not  of  imitation; 
they  (hew. us  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  and 
the  neceility  of  confiant  watchfulnefs  over  our- 
delves  :  And  let  it  be  obferved,  that  in  the  feve- 
ral  fcripture  examples  of  fahhood,  it  was  ufually 
produced  by  fear,  and  never  contrived  for  gaim 
as  in  the  cafes  of  Abraham ,  David,  Peter ,°&c. 
And  yet  no  doubt,  even  for  thefe,  their  Vouls 
.were  deeply  humbled.  But  what  are  thefe  unu- 
jual  cafes  to  you,  who  make  a  common  practice  of 
this  vice  r  Doft  thou  think  the  omnifcient  God 
knows  not  how  to  difcern  the  difallowed,  unre- 
peated  weaknefs  of  an  upright  heart,  from  the 
perverfe  and  wilful  difobedience  of  a  vicious 
mind  ?  When  you  are  thus  encouraging  your- 
felves  herein  by  fcripture  examples,  omit  not 
the  cafes  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira ,  who  both  end- 
ed  their  lives  with  a  lye,  Ads  v. 

Another  e’xcufe  is,  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fin, 
Lying,  fay  they,  is  not  fwearing,  nor  killing;  or 
fteaiing  :  There  can  be  no  great  harm  in  it',  for 
we  do  no  great  hurt  by  it.  To  whicti  it  may  be 

( d)  P(al.  ix.  17. 
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replied,  T  hat  the  fin  cannot  be  little ,  which 
Tenders  men  molt  unlike  to  the  God  of  truth, 
and  moft  like  the  devil,  the  father  of  lies  !  That 
affronts  the  authority  of  heaven,  and  difturbs 
the  peace  of  lociety,  and  which  the  good  God 
fees  lit  to  punifh  with  fuch  bitter  deftru£lion! 
But  if  lying  were  indeed  fo  [mall  a  crime  as  men 
would  perfuade  themfelves  it  is,  how  many  lit¬ 
tle  rents  can  you  contentedly  bear  in  your  gar¬ 
ments  ?  Or  how  many  little  motes  in  your  eye  ? 
Or  little  incilions  in  your  ftefh?  And  is  every 
little  injury  worthy  your  watchfulnefs  and  care  ; 
but  thofe  which  concern  the  honor  of  God, 
and  the  rediitude  and  happinefs  of  your  own 
fouls,  the  only  things  that  merit  any  great 
concern  ?  But  the  fnallnefs  of  the  fin  you  plead 
as  an  excufe,  is  really  an  aggravation  of  repeated 
crimes  ;  if  you  think  it  too  much,  to  part  with 
iittle  fins,  in  obedience  to  the  bleffed  God,  how 
can  it  be  fuppofed  you  are  willing  to  part  with 
greater  ?  Surely,  he  who  will  not  deny  a  luft  to 
pleafe  his  God  and  Saviour,  will  never  lay  down 
his  life,  or  part  with  his  poffefiions  for  him, 
when  that  becomes  his  duty.  The  habitual 
indulgence  of  little  fins,  are  more  aggravated  than 
the  commiffion  of  greater,  through  the  hurries 
and  furprize  of  temptation ;  becaufe  they  evi¬ 
dence  lefs  love  to  God,  and  lefs  concern  to 
pleafe  Him.  ' 

Others  would  excufe  themfelves,  by  faying, 
necefity  compels  them  to  it ;  there  is  no  trading 
without  lying,  cuftomers  are  fo  humorfome ,  that 
they  make  deceit  and  falfhood  neceffary. — A  fad 
cafe  indeed,  if  true  !  That  the  lawful  callings  of 
life,  cannot  be  exercifed  with  truth,  and  a 
good  confcience ;  and  that  the  righteous  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  universe  has  placed  men  in  fuch 
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fituations  of  life,  as  make  affronts  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  and  violations  of  their  own  confciences, 
neceffary  to  their  fubfiftence  !  We  may  then 
with  great  propriety  write  upon  every  Tradef- 
man’s  door,  as  in  times  of  peftilence  ;  The  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  them ;  and  confine  honor  and 
integrity,  religion  and  falvation,  to  the  nobility 
and  gentry. — But  who  can  look  on  fuch  a  re- 
prefentation  of  things,  without  difcerning  the 
fallacy  of  it,  and  being  confounded  at  the  bafe 
reflections  that  are  thereby  call  on  the  God  of 
truth  and  goodnefs  !  Canff  thou  indeed  lift  up 
thy  face  to  heaven,  and  fay,  Lord  God  of  heaven 
and  earth ,  thou  knowefl ,  that  from  a  fvncere  con~ 
cern  to  pleafe  Thee ,  and  with  a  fleady  irtifl  in  Thy 
good  Providence ,  I  have  long  confined  myfelf  to  a 
drift  regard  to  truth  in  all  my  words  and  dealings  $ 
and  I  appeal  to  Thee ,  that  I  did  not  forfake  the 
flics  of  truth ,  until  I  found  poverty  and  ruin  com - 
ing  upon  me ,  which  1  could  not  in  any  other  way 
prevent.  Oanfl  thou,  who  pleadefl  necejfity  for 
lying,  in  thy  confcience  fay,  that  this  has  been 
thy  practice,  and  is  now  thy  experience  ?  Jf  not* 
be  alhamed  ever  to  make  fuch  a  plea  more,  un¬ 
til  thou  half  a  better  foundation  for  it. —But  this 
excufe  appears  hill  more  vain,  from  the  ftri& 
regard  that  is  paid  to  truth  and  veracity  by  per- 
ions  in  your  own  callings ,  or  at  leaf:  in  callings 
equally  expofed  to  temptations  of  this  kind  ;  of 
which  hundreds  may  be  found,  who  yet  gain 
fufficiently  by  them. — I  have  been  the  larger 
upon  this,  becaufe  the  fame  anfwers  will  ferve 
to  confute  mod  of  thofe  vain  pleas  which  men 
make  to  filence  the  convidfion  of  their  own 

minds,  and  encourage  themfelves  in  vice  and 
immorality. 
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,  §  III.  We  proceed  to  confider  wherein  truth 
js  to  be  exercifed,  It  is  not  to  be  drained  fo  far 
as  to  oblige  the  Tradefman  always  to  declare 
the  whole  of  what  he, knows  :  Neither  the  price 
that  his  goods  coft  him  ;  nor  where  or  how  ho.  is 
furnifhed  with  them;  nor  where  his  cuftomers 
may  be  ferved  cheaper  ;  .or  any  of  the  lawful  fe¬ 
rrets  of  his  hufinefs,  which  might  tend  to  his 
prejudice;  for  though  we  may  not  lie  upon  the 
watch  to  deceive  and  over-reach  others,  we 
may  ftand  upon  our  .guard,  and  ,not  Betray  or 
injure  ourfelves. 

iff,  This  truth  obliges  to  the  performance  of 
all  lawful  contrasts  and  promifes,  Prudence  will 
diredl  you  to  be  cautious  what  promifes  yoii 
make,  and  what  engagements  you  enter  into, 
that  they  are  equitable  and  convenient,  as  well 
as  lawful  and  pqflible :  But  when  your  word  is 
pa  ft,  though  .they  may  be  difficult  and  prejudicial 
to  perform  ;  and  none  may  Be  witneffies  to  your 
promifes  and  contrads,  yet  God  and  conscience 
require  you  to  make  them  good,  unlefs  the  par¬ 
ty  concerned  is  willing  to  releafe  you  :  For  thefe 
are  the  bonds  of  human  fociety,  which  being 
diftolved,  men  can  neither  fecurely  truft  or  trade 
with  each  other.  The  righteous  man  though 
u  he  fweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  changeth  not.”(*) 
Who,  indeed,  can  proceed  with  fafety  or, com¬ 
fort  in  bufmefs,  that  depend  upon  faithlefs  men, 
who  neither  regard  what  they  fay  or  promife  ? 
And  it  mull  be  added  here,  sthat  a  .promife  or 
contrail  made  by  a  fervant  whom  you  are  ufed 
to  truft,  is  equally  binding  as  if  made  by  your- 
felf ;  for  he  whofe  contrail  you  would  adhere 
to  if  it  was  advantageous,  you  ought  not  to  re¬ 
cede  from,  though  it  be  prejudicial.— Indeed  if 

(e)  Pfal.  xv. 
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fan1  are  impofed  upon  in  the  Jubilance  of  the 
thing  agreed  for,  as  copper  lace  for  gold,  or  the 
like,  the  contrail  is  void  in  itfelf;  for  there  was 
no  confent,  which  is  necefiary  in  a  bargain ;  the 
vender  fold  one  thing,  and  the  buyer  purchafed 
or  agreed  for  another^ 

This  truth  likewife  requires  workmen  and 
others,  to  perform  their  engagements  in  the  time 
and  manner  they  have  promifed,  which  is  what 
too  many  pay  little  regard  unto.-  The  common 
excufe  is,  fomething  came  in  to ;  hinder,  other 
workdn  more  hafte,  or  of  more  profit,  or  the 
like  :  I  anfwer,  your  promifes;  then,  fhould  be 
conditional ,  and  fucli  as* the  employer  will  admit 
of,  or  elfe  you  -  may  wrong  him  to  profit  your- 
felves  and  pleafe  others1;  and  ini  cafes  of  una¬ 
voidable  neceffit^  apply;  yourfelf,  to  the  perform 
and  endeavor  to  fatisfy  him,  if  you  would  pre- 

ferve  a  good  confcience  and  a  fair  character  : _ 

And  be  cautious,  in  >  all  cafes,  of  making  hafty 
promifes.  •  J  J 

Again,  they  deviate  from  truth  and  juftice,. 
who  agree  for  a  commodity,  but,  the  price  fall¬ 
ing,  or  f6me  other  contingence  happening,  they 

never  come  for  it,  or  refufe  to  have  it.— _ And 

others,  who  promife  to  pay  their  bills  or  debts 
on  fuch  a  day,  but  when  the  time  comes,  -  there 
is  no  money,  -  nor  perhaps'  any  mefFage-  to  afk 
longer  time  ::  Where  thefe  omiffions  are  made 
through  negligence,  or  fucli  like  caufes,  they  are 
very  culpable,  as  fociety  is  thereby;difordered  > 
and  confcience  violated. 

2 .  Conceal  not  from  yourcuftomer  that  truth , 
which  by  the  law  of  equity  or  charity  you  ought 
to  tell  him.  -  If  you  know  fecret  confederate  faults 
m  your  commodity,  it  is  not  fufficient  that  you 
make  what  abatement  you  think  fit  for  it,  but  you 
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ought  to  dif cover  it  to  him  ;  for  he  may,  and, 
perhaps,  with  good  reafon,  fet  a  greater  value 
upon  that  defedl  than  you  do  ;  and  be  far  more 
prejudiced  by  it,,  than  your  abatement  comes  to  : 
Or,  if  you  know  any  other  caufe,  whereby  you 
may  reafonably  be  affured  that  the  bargain  will 
turn  confiderably  to  his  difadvantage ,  and  the 
forbearing  of  it  will  not  be  an  equal  prejudice 
to  you  ;  the  royal  law  of  love  and  equity,  obli¬ 
ges  you  to  give  him  warning  of  it.  By  the  fame 
rule,  you  ought  not  to  pay  any  coin  that  is  defec¬ 
tive  in  goodnefs  or  value,  but  plainly  tell  them 
your  fufpicion  of  it  y  for,  otherwife,  you  deceive 
them  in  deeds,  if  not  in  words  :  And  you  will 
find  it  an  unfound  conclufion  at  laft,  that  you 
have  a  right  to  impofe  upon  others,  becaufe 
others  have  impofed  upon  you.  But  of  this 
before. 

3d,  Truth  is  to  be  fhewn,  by  forbearing  all 
unjujl  commendations  of  your  goods,  either  as  to 
quality  or  price.  If  you  do  this  ignorantly,  it 
is  culpable,  becaufe  you  ought  to  hefitate  about 
that  which  you  are  uncertain  of :  But  if  you 
know  that  they  do  not  deferve  commendation, 
or,  at  leaft,  fo  much  as  you  beftow  upon  them, 
it  is  a  manifefi:  breach  of  truth  and  jufiice. 
For  infiance,  to  pretend  that  a  commodity  is  of 
one  kind  or  country,  when  it  is  of  another. — 
That  it  is  faultlefs,  when  the  faults  are  only  co¬ 
vered  : — That  it  was  made  by  fuch  an  efieemed 
workman,  and  cofi  fuch  a  price,  when  it  is  nei¬ 
ther  the  one  nor  the  other  : — That  it  is  new, 
or  the  newefi  fafhioned,  when  it  is  manifefily 
old  : — Or,  that  you  have  refufed  fo  much  mo¬ 
ney  for  it,  when  you  know  that  it  was  never  of¬ 
fered  to  you.  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  falfhoods% 
which  Tradefmen  often  indulge  themfelves  in, 
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fhuft  certainly  proceed  from  an  hardened  heart, 
and  a  feared  conlcience  :  It  is  incredible  that 
men  who  profefs  to  believe  an  omnifcient  God, 
and  a  future  judgment  of  final  retribution,  fhould 
dare  from  day  to  day,  to  tell  a  hundred  lies,  to 
gain  as  many  pence  ;  and  damn  their  fouls,  to 
obtain  that  which  they  would  not  value  to  ex¬ 
pend  the  next  moment  upon  their  dogs.  I  be- 
feech  thee,  friend,  pretend  no  more  to  religion 
or  confcience efpecially,  dishonor  not  t hechr  j- 
tian  name  by  falfly  afliirhirig  that  to  thyfelf,  but 
own  thyfelf  to'  be  what'  indeed  thou  art,  an  at  he¬ 
ld  or  an  infidel ;  or  elfe  reform  thy  practice,  and 
refolve,  by  the  help  of  God,  that  if  truth  will 
not '  maintain  you, faljhood  never  fhall  :  For 
u  the  getting  treafures  by  a  lying  tongue,  is  a 
vanity  toiled  to  and  fro  only  of  them  that  feek 
death. 

4th,  This  truth  alfo  forbids  all  unjufl  dfpa - 
ragements  of  perfons  and  things.  It  is  too- com- 
nronfor  the  buyer  to  fay,  it  is  naught,  it  Is  naughty  - 
who- when  he  goeth  his  way,  rejoiccth .  But  the 
gain  that  is  got  by  fuch  artifices,  is  far  from 
balancing  the  guilt  that  is  contracted  thereby ; 
and  their1  tongues  give  the  lie  to  their  confcien-  - 
ces.  Forget  not,  therefore,  caufelefs  exceptions  ; 
tiling's  .that  are  manifeftly  good  or  cheap,  allow 
them  fo  to  be ;  otherwife  you  difparage  your 
own  judgments  or  imcerity,  more  than  the  goods 
which  you  difcorfimend.  •  Things  that  are  evi¬ 
dently  faulty v or  dear,  may;  be  plainly,  yet 
modeftly,  complained  of.'-  And  thofe  who  are 
doubtful,  ib'ould  only  be  fpoken  doubtfully  of. 
And  let  the  fame  caution  and  tenderncfs  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  your  felloiv-tradefman  ;  difcommend 
not  his  character  or  goods  without  caufe,  from  4 

(f)  Prov.  xxi.  0. 
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voLfefofinh  °r  malicious  vie"’s  n  Remember  that 

decreft  whT  n°,t  your  ovvn>  to  enhance  or 
deprels  what  you  pleafe ;  but  that  you  are  as 

accountable  to  God  for  your  words jl)  as  your 

der°thV  „A?d  "“i'f5  fi,“  <his  ”«5«  fail™- 

mn  jhe,  not.Ice  °f  human  laws,  fo  much  the 

rSod  xious  they  are  to  the  infinite  Juftke 

5'h,  Truth  excludes  all  equivocations  and  dif- 
guties  in  our  dealings  with  others.  The  defi4 

?  pee[;1,!  ls. t0.  hgmfy  our  minds  to  each  other ; 

w  en  it  is  clouded  with  ambiguities  and 
mental  refervations,  with  a  defign  to  deceive,  the 
end  is  fruflrated,  our  neighbour  is  impofed  up¬ 
on,  and  our  words  are  no  better  than  fainted  lies , 
our  expreffions  are,  perhaps,  in  one  fenfe  true, 
but  falfe  in  another,  in  which  you  believe  the 
perfon  you  fpeak  to  will  take  them,  and  in  which 
you  defign  that  he  fhould  :  Or  el fe  fpeak  out  fo 
much  as  may  deceive  others,  and  referve  fo 
much  in  your  own  mind,  as,  added  to  the  reft 
would  contradia  what  you  offyr  as  truth  :  But 
as  the  thief  difpuifed,  is  as  hateful  and  dangerous, 
as  he  who  is  open,  fo  all  fuch  fephiflical  dealing 
is  as  contrary  to  truth  and  integrity,  as  plainer 

lalinoods,  and  fhould  be  as  much  detefted. _ It 

is  true,  we  are  not  always  obliged  to  tell  all  viz 
know,  and  fome  difguifes  may  be  allowed,  when 
an  impertinent  curiofity,  or  a  defigning  craft, 
would  extort  from  us  truths  which  we  are  not 
bound  to  difeover ;  but  the  upright  Tradefman, 
as  he  fhould  be  a  wije  man,  fo  he  will  ufually  be 
a  p>mn  one ;  and  fpeak  as  he  thinks,  and  a<ft  as 
he  fpeaks  .  F or  it  lias  too  ftrong  a  tincture  of 
knavery,  when  our  fpeech,  like  Apollo' s  oracles, 
may  be  underftood  in  a  fair,  or  a  fatal  fenfe, 

( s)  Mau  xii,  36, 
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None  are  pleafed  with  fuch  deceitful  dealing  to 
themfelves,  and  none  fhould  pradlife  it  with, 
others. 

6th,  This  veracity  will  redrain  a  multiplicity  of 
words  in  our  trading  or  converfe.  Thefe  the  fa- 
ered  fcripture  every  where  condemns ;  it  cen- 
fures  it  as  folly .  tc  A  fool’s  voice  is  known  by. 
the  multitude  of  words. ”(/;)  “  Seed  thou  a 

man  hady  in  his  words,  there  is  more  hope  of 
a  fool  than  of  him./”(/)  It  condemns  it  as  Sin* 
“  In  the  multitude  of  words,  there  wanteth 
not  fin0”(/£)  And  yet  what  a  food  of  words  are 
poured  out  about  the  (mailed  traffic  !  The  fel¬ 
ler  commonly  afketh  unreafonably  high,  while 
the  buyer  as  commonly  offers  unreafonably 
low  ;  and  a  long  controverfy  there  is  before  they 
come  together :  The  one  affirming  they  will 
give  no  more ,  and  the  other  as  poffitively  faying, 
they  will  take  no  lefs ;  and  both  receding  from 
their  words  before  they  have  done.  Though, 
it  is  confeffed,  that  every  alteration  of  mind,  is 
not  a  lie,  and  men  may  fee  caufe  in  buying  and 
felling  fo  to  do  ;  yet,  when  thefe  pofitive  decla¬ 
rations  are  made,  without  the  defign  of  adhe¬ 
ring  to  them,  which  I  believe  is  ufually  the 
cafe,  I  cannot  fee  how  the  minds  of  men  can 
acquit  them  from  the  charge  of  falfehood .  Sure 

I  am,  if  covctoufnefs  did  not  biafs  men  on  the 
one  fide,  and  injubice  on  the  other,  bufinefs 
might  be  difpatched  in  two  words,  as  well  as 
two  hundred.  Let  the  Tradefman,  therefore 
be  perfuaded  to  content  himfelf  with  a  reafona- 
ble  profit ;  in  fmall  things,  to  fix  his  price  at 
once,  and  in  greater,  to  come  as  near  to  the  mark 
as  may  be,  if  he  would  tranfaft  his  bufinefs  with 

(h)  Ecdef.  v.  3.  ( i )  Prov.  xxix.  20. 

( k)  Prov.  x.  19, 
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eafe  and  pleafure,  eftablilh  a  good  reputation, 
and  fecure  a  good  confcience.  A  Jittle  refolu- 
tion  and  practice,  will  make  this  method  eafy ; 
it  has  been  prabiifed  by  many  with  good  fuccefs, 
and  I  am  fatisfied,  that  none  who  ever  ufed 
themfelves  to  this  way,  from  a  principle  of  inte¬ 
grity  and  juftice,  had  ever  caufe  to  repent  it. 

7th,  Truth  certainly  obliges  men  to  ht  cauti¬ 
ous  in  taking ,  and  careful  in  keeping  their  oaths  and 
covenants . .  Perjury,  common  as  it  is,  is  almoft 
as  great  a  crime  as  men  are  capable  of  commit-* 
ting:  It  is  a  defiance  of  the  God  of  heaven,  to 
whom  tiie  appeal  is  made  ;  it  proclaims-  the 
perfon  who  can  be  guilty  of  it,  dehitute  cf  the 
fear  of  God,  or  regard  ter  men \  and  is  utterly^ 
defirubtive  to- all  human  fociety  :  For  what  bonds 
can  hold  that  man  that  Jacred  oaths  wall  not  ? 
There  cannot  poflibly  be  any  fecurity  in  civil 
order  or  government,  where  thefe  are  broken 
through  and  violated.  It  is  no  breach  of  cha¬ 
rity  to-fuppofe  that  perfon  capable  of  all  imagi¬ 
nary  evil,  who  can  allow  himfelf  to  be  guilty  of 
perjury  and  perfidioujnefs.  And  as  it  is  exceedingly 
evil  in  its  nature,  it  is  no  lefs  fo  in  its  confe- 
quences,  bringing  down  the  judgments  of  God 
on  nations, (/)  families, [m)  and  per  foils.  (>7) 
And  being  the  feed  of  felf-tormenting  defperati-  - 
on  to  thofe  who  commit  it :  Even  the  heathens 
thought  that  man  and  his  family  defined  to  def-  • 
truftion ,  who  was  guilty  of  it. — And  yet,  how - 
does  this  nation  groan  under  the  weight  of  this 
evil  ?  What  numberlefs  perjuries  are  continually 
committed,  to  the  horror  and  amazement  of  all 
conliderate  minds  ?  Arifing,  no  doubt,  in  fome 
degree,  from  the  number  of  unneceffary,  im- 

( 1 )  2,  Sam.  xxi,  Jer.  xxiii.  10# 

(1 n)  Zecli.  v.  3,  4.  ( n.)  Ezek.  xvi),  15,  zo> 
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poftible  oaths,  which  are  forced  upon  men,  an 
various  occafions.  An  evil,  which  it  were  to  be 
wilhed  the  legiflature  would  attend  to,  as  none 
dfe  can  provide  a  remedy  for  it. 

§  IV.  Upon  the  whole,  how  abfurd  and  fool- 
tfh  a  part  do  they  a£t,  who  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  juft  refentment  of  heaven,  violate  their  own 
confciences,  and  proftitute  their  reputations,  by 
deceit  and  falfhoof  ta  gain  that  which  might 
more  effe&ually  be  fecured  by  truth  and  inte¬ 
grity  ?  And  which,  when  it  is  obtained  by  fucii 
means,  ean  afford  no  true  fatisfa&ion !  The 
God  of  truth,  can  never  bellow  his  blejjmg  upon 
it ;  that  were  to  give  a  fandlion  to  the  rebellion 
of  his  creatures  againff  himfelf,  and  to  fmile  on 
what  his  foul  abhors  ;  and  what  real  comlort  or 
good  can  men  expect  from  their  acquifitions> 
without  this  ?  Does  wealth,  when  gotten,  ren~ 
der  men  independent  on  God,  and  raife  them- 
above  the  ftrokes  of  his  juft  providence  ?  Cannot 
he  fend  ficknefs  and  Ioffes,  blaft  their  defigns* 
and  fruftrate  all  their  fchemes  for  wealth  and 
happinefs  ;  and  “  caufe  them  to  labor  in  the 
very  fire,  and  weary  themfelves  for  very  vani¬ 
ty.  ”(o)  And  after  they  have  fpent  a  life  of 
forrow  and  difappointment  here,  banifh  them 
into  hell.  Or  if  he  fhould,  in  juft  judgment,, 
permit  a  lying  tongue  to  be  fuccefsful  ;  can  the 
wealth  gained  thereby  be  confidered  in  any  other 
light,  than  as  a  dead  weight  to  fink  them  the 
deeper  into  perdition  ?  Where  is  men’s  wifdom* 
or  fagacity?  Where  is  their  love  to  themfelves,. 
in  purfuing  a  courfe  attended  with  fuch  evil  con- 
fequences  ?  if  you  value  therefore  your  exter¬ 
nal  credit  ;  if  you  value  your  internal  comfort,, 
or  your  eternal  happinefs  ;  banilh  from  you  /)'- 

(o)  Hab.  ii.  1.3,. 
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Jet  them  n,l^„  yo^'UT,  ,”J b’ 
your  conftant  attendants  in  every  bufinefs  and 
company.  Recommend  them  to  your  children,, 
and  charge  them  upon*  your  fervants  ;  for  if 
you  permit  them  to  lie  for  your  advantage,  they 
will  not  fcrople  to  do  it  to  your  prejudice.  And 
wherever  you  have  been  defective  in  regard  to- 

u  h  fhew  the  fincerity  of  your  concern  for  it' 

V  incere  repentance  and  universal  reformation* 

1  o  which  end,- 

i.  Subdue  covetoufncfs..  He  who  loveth  money 
better  than  God  and  confcience,  will  for  money 
dilpleafe  God  and  confcience,  by  this  or  any 
other  fin.  Covetoufncfs  is  the  root  of  falfhood, , 
and  many  other  vices.— 2.  Learn  to  trull  God 
and  his  providence,  in  the  way  of  duty.  This 
Will  fet  you  above  every  mean  and  unworthy 
artifice  ;  for  he  who  believes  and  confiders  that 
he  depends  upon  God  for  all  things,  will'  eafily- 
perceive  that  the  pradice  of  virtue,  and  not  of. 

vice,  is  the  means  to  be  bleffed  by  him.-. _ 

3.  Preferve  upon  your  minds  a  continual  appre— 
henfton  of  the  exceeding  bnfenefs  and  evil  of  lying.. 
Men  would  not  fo  readily  commit  fins  of  any; 
kind,  if  their  confciences  were  not  ftupid  and. 
infenfible  of  the  evil  nature;  of  them.- — 4.  Let  ' 
the  prefence  of  God  be  a  curb  to  you,  whenever 
you  are  tempted  to  this  fin..  Surely  none  can. 
dare  to  tell  a  deliberate  untruth,  who  ferioufly 
confiders  himfelf  in  the  continual  prefence  off 
the  God  of  truth  :  How  can  thofe  lift  up  their, 
faces  with  comfort  to  Him  in  prayer  at  night, 
who  have  thus  affronted  His  Truth  and  Onanif- 
cience  in  the  day  .'—5. ,  F.fpecially,.  feek  to  God  i 
for  his  renewing  and  fan  "  ^  '  "  '  '  ' 


jui  ms  renewing  ana  jancnjymg_^ratr^  and  labor 
to  attain  a  holy  frame  ofrrundT^  It  is  a  vain  at- 
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rtempt  to  purify  the  ff  reams  of  vice,  while  the 
^fountain  of  iniquity,  a  corrupt  nature  remains 
in  all  its  vigour  :  But  when  that  is  cleanfed  by 
the  precious  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fan&ifi- 
ed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  then  only  will  the  if- 
fuesirom  it  be  pure  and  acceptable.  u  A  re¬ 
newed  conference,  is  the  great  prefervative 
from  all  evil.” 


Thus  I  have  fet ‘before  you,  the  nature  and 
neceffity  of  venerable  truth ,  and  endeavored  to 
excite  you  to  the  pra&ice  of  it ;  what  impreffion 
it  has  made  upon  your  hearts,  God  only  knows » 
but  this  I  rnuft  fay,  that  if  thefe  arguments  pre¬ 
vail  not  with  you,  God  has  one  which  will  do 
fo  effectually,  for  he  hath  faid,  “  That  the 

;mouth  of  them  that  fpeak  lies  (hall  be  flop- 
?ped  .”(p)  F 

Ye  (hall  not  fteaj,  neither  dea l  fa  My  >  nei¬ 
ther  he. one  to  another,  Lev,  xix.  1 1. 

,  J!  L°rd’  who  fnaI1  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ? 
Who  (hall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill  ?  He  that 
hWalketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs 
and  ;fpeaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart.  That 

Jweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth  not ,  Pfah 
•Xv.  i— — 4*  ^ 


What  man  is  he  that  defireth  life,  and  lov- 
eth  many  days,  that  he  may  fee  good.  KeeD 
thy  tongue  from  evil ,  and  thy  lips  from  fpeak- 
ing  guile,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  12,  13. 

“  Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil ,  and  thv 
tongue  frameth  deceit.  Thou  thoughteft  that  I 
was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf:  But  I 
will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before 
thine  eyes,  t*.  Pfal.  1.  j9_22.  °re 

•  “  H,e  th?1  worketh  deceit  Tall  not  dwell  with. 

'n  my  ho“fe  :  that  telleth  lies,  Tall  not  tar¬ 

ry  in  my  fight,  Pfal.  ci.  7. 


(p)  Pial.  xliii.  ii. 


xao  Pajfages  of  Scripture. 

“  I  hate  and  abhor  lying  :  But  thy  law  do  1 
love,  Pfal.  cxix.  163. 

“  Thefe  fix  things  doth  the  Lord  hate  ;  yea, 
ieven  are  an  abomination  unto  him  ; — A  proud 
look,  a  lying  tongue,  £3 V.  Pron,  vi.  16,  17. 

“  The  lip  of  truth  fhall  be  eftablifhed’for 
ever;  but  a  lying  tongue. is  but  for  a  moment. 
Lying  lips  are  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but 
they  that  deal  truly  are  his  delight,  Prov. 

Xll.  J  Q— -22.  , 

A  righteous  man  liateth  lying :  But  a  wic¬ 
ked  man  (or  liar)  is  loathfome,  and  cometh  to 
fhame,  Prov.  xiii.  5. 

cc  A  fttlfe  witnefs  fnall  not  be  unpunifhed, 
and  he  that  fpeaket'h  lies  iliall  not  efcape, — 
Shall  perifb,  Prov.  xix,  5,  9. 

“  Deceive  not  with  thy  lips,  Prov.  xxiv.  28. 

u  They  bend  their  longues  like  their  bow 
for  -lies,  and  know  not  me,"  faith  the  Lord.— 
They  will  deceive  every  one  his  neighbour,  and 
will  not  fpeak  the  truth  :  They  have  taught 
their  tongue  to^fpeak  //A,  and  weary  themfelves 
to  commit  iniquity.  Shall  I  not  vifit  them  for 
thefe  things,  faith  the  Lord  ?  Shall  not  my  foul 
be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?  Jerefru 
ix,  3 — 9. 

“  The  Inhabitants  thereof  have  fpoken  lies, 
and  their  tongue  is  deceitful  in  their  mouth. 
I  herefore  will  I  make  thee  fick  in  fmiting  thee, 
&c.  A4ic.  vi.  12,  13. 

“  Thefe  are  the  things  that  ye  fhall  do,  fpeak 
ye  every  man  truth  to  his  neighbour  :  execute 
the  judgment  of  truth  and  peace  in  your  gates, 
Zech.  viii.  16. 

cc  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the 
lufts  of  your  father  ye  will  do  ;  he  abode  not  in 
the  truth ,  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  him. 
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When  he  fpeaketh  a  lie,  he  fpeaketh  of  his  own ; 
for  he  is  a  liar  and  the  father  of  it,  John  viii.  44. 

u  Put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs  (or 

holinefs  of  truth.) - Wherefore,  putting  away 

lyings  fpeak  every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour 
— For  we  are  members  one  of  another,  Ephe - 
fans  iv.  24,  25. 

u  Lie  not  one  to  another,  feeing  ye  have  put 
off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  Col.  iii.  9. 

“  Without  are  dogs  and  forcerers,  and  whore¬ 
mongers,  and  whofoever  loveth  and  maketh  a 
lie,  Rev .  xxii.  15. 
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Of  Contentment. 

§  I.  The  nature  of  Chrifian  Contentment . 
§  II.  Inftances  wherein  the  Tradesman 
is  to  exercife  it. — In  chear fully  undergo¬ 
ing  the  inconveniences  of  his  calling.—. 
In  a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  it. — In  a  fubmiffve  patience 
under  Ioffes  and  dij 'appointments .-«-In 
funning  thofe  vices  which  are  contrary 
to  contentment ;  as,  ambition ,  envy ,  cov- 
etoufnefs,  defpondency ,  and  invading  oth¬ 
ers  callings. — In  a  fteady  continuance  in 
'  ls  bufwefs  under  all  dif advantages. — 
§  III.  Contentment  enforced ,  by  various 


*22  Of  Contentment *• 

confiderations. — §  IV.  Meaps  to  attain 
it • — Scriptures  Juited  to  the  Jubjeft. 

%  !•  fgONT 'ENTMENT,  as  it  relates  to  tin’s 
fubjeft,  is  a  chearfui  fail sf action  in  the 
place  and  calling  wherein  God  hath  fet  us.  As 
there  is  a  natural  ftupidity  in  fome  per  Ions,  fo 
there  is  a  foical pride  in  others,  who  would  en¬ 
deavor  to  appear  indifferent  in  every  date  and 
circumdance  of  life,  from  an  obdinate  and  felfr 
diffident  temper  of  mind  :  But  chrijlian  con¬ 
tentment  is  a  more  noble  thing,  arijing  from  a 
becoming  fenfe  of  God’s  dominion  over  us,  as 
our  Lord  and  Owner,  who  may  therefore  do  as 
he  pleafes  with  his  own  ;  and  a  humble  trud 
in  him  as  our  Father  and  Friend,  whofe  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  diredt  every  part  of  his  difpenfa- 
tions  toward  us,  the  low,  afflidled  fituations  of 
life,  as  well  as  the  more  pleafurable  and  profpe- 
rous  ones;  and  thefe  perfuadons,  by  divine 
grace,  enable  us  “  to  learn  in  whatfoever  date 
we  are,  therewith  to  be  content.”— But,  alas, 
where  is  this  amiable  virtue  to  be  found  ?  Men 
are  ufually  unfatisfied  with  their  prefent  condition, 
longing  after  fome  change  or  alteration ,  which, 
when  they  have  attained,  they  are  as  far  from 
happinefs  as  they  were  before.*  The  child  or 
fervant,  weary  of  redraint,  longs  for  the  liberty 
of  the  parent  or  mader.  The  parent  or  mader, 
weary  of  his  cares  and  troubles,  wiflies  for  re¬ 
tirement  and  eafe.  The  unmarried  are  not 
contented  with  their  condition  ;  and  the  marri- 

*  Our  very  wiflies  give  us  not  our  wijh.. 

How  diftant,  oft  the  thing  we  doat  on  molt, 

From  that  for  which  we  doat. — Felicity . 

•  Loofe  then  fromearth,  the  grafp  of  fond  defire, 

Weigh  anchor ;  and  fome  happier  clime  explore. 

Night  ‘Thoughts. 
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ed  often  lefs  with  theirs.  The  poor  envy  the 
plenty  of  the  rich  ;  and  the  rich  admire  the  qui¬ 
et  and  health  of  the  poor.  Nor  is  the  tradef- 
man  free  from  this  reftlefs  didemper  ;  often  pre- 
fering,  not  only  the  gown  or  the  fword,  but  this 
or  the  other  trade  before  his  own.  And  indeed* 
ever  fince  our  father  Adam  grew  diflatisfied  with 
the  delights  of  Paradife,  all  his  poderity  are  in- 
reeled  with  the  fame  unhappy  difeafe*  until 
the  grace  of  God  renews  their  natures,  limits 
their  defires,  and  fhews  them  a  more  durable* 
and  fubftantial  good,  than  the  pleafures  of  time, 
or  the  acquifitions  of  honor  or  wealth  can  be- 
flow,  even  the  favour  and  enjoyment  of  his 
great  and  bleffed  Self. 

§  2.  Let  us  confider  fome  in  fiances  wherein 
the  tradefman  is  called  to  the  exercife  of  this 
virtue  of  contentment ,  And, 

ift,  In  cheerfully  undergoing  the  inconvenicncies 
and  difficulties  of  his  calling*  There  are  fome 
inconveniencies  in  a  trading  life  in  general  \  and, 
indeed,  no  condition  in  life  is  free  from  them. 
One  is,  that  the  tradefman  is  fubjedl  to  a  depen- 
dance  upon  many  per  Jons.-  If  it  is  a  mechanic  bu- 
iinefs,  it  ufually  depends  on  many  majlers  \  if  it 
confifts  in  commerce,  on  many  workmen ,  and 
many  cujlomers  ;  fome  fantadical,  fome  penurious 
or  imperious,  others  incondant  or  idle  ;  which 
are  real  exercifes  of  patience  to  thofe  employed 
in  trade.  Another  inconvenience  the  tradefman 
often  meets  with,  is  bad  fervants  :  Thefe  are  idle, 
cai elefs,  unfaithful  or  vicious.  No  fooner  is  his 
bach  turned,  but  his  bufinefs  is  negledled,  his 
cud  omens  dighted,  or  his  goods  embezzled,  and 
ne  loies  more  at  home,  than  with  all  his  care  he 
can  get  abroad.  And  then,  the  tradefman’s  bu- 
ufually  lies  among  all  forts  of  men>  from 

L  2 
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jvhom  he  meets  with  clifappoihtment  and  falfe- 
hood  in  fome,  treachery  and  fraud  in  others.— 
ileiides  thefe,  there  are  particular  inconvenien- 
Cies  that  relate  to  feveral  employments  ;  fome  of 
which  ^require  hard  labour;  others  continual 
care  ;  fometimes  being  overdone  with  bufmefs, 
at  other  times  having  nothing  to  do.  Thefe 
things  meeting  with  a  difcontented  fpirit,  make  it 
inwardly  to  broil,  or  outwardly  to  flame  :  And 
the  man  cries  out,  who  would  lead  fuch  a  life  ? 
Never  was  man  thus  perplexed  ;  this  vexation  is 
never  to  be  endured ;  no  man  was  ever  fuch  a 
flave  ;  and  the  like.  And,  feeing  he  cannot  re¬ 
form  others,  he  torments  himfelf,  and  can  take 
no  reft,  and  expatiates  largely  on  the  miferies  of 
a  trade. 

But  who  art  thou,  O  man,  that  thou  fhouldft 
think  to  be  exempted  from  the  common  lot  of 
mankind  ?  Canft  thou  expedf  that  a  new  world 
fhouid  be  created  to  give  thee  fatisfa&ion  ?  Or 
that  the  tempers  and  manners  of  men  fhouid  be 
changed,  from  what  they  always  were  ?  Why 
fhouid  we  think  to  find  men  without  infirmities,, 
who  are  confcious  of  fo  many  in  ourfelves  ?  Or 
hope  to  ride  through  the  ftorms  of  life,  without 
being  to  [Ted  by  its  waves  ?  Does  it  not  better  be¬ 
come  us  to  pojfefs  our  fouls  in  patience ,  and  re- 
fo  Ive,  that  as  we  cannot  make  others  better,  we 
wiil  be  watchful  that  they  do  not  make  us  worfe, 
and  increafe  the  unavoidable  difficulties  of  life, 
by  fretfulnefs  and  impatience  ;  to  confider  our¬ 
felves,  as  placed  by  divine  providence,  in  this 
theatre  of  adtion,  to  exercife  our  wifdom,  patience 
and  humility,  in  order  to  prepare  us  for  a  better 
ftate,  and  make  the  enjoyment  of  it  more  de¬ 
lightful  to  us. 

2.  Let  contentment  be  fliewn  in  a  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  feveral  advantages  of  your 
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callings  :  For  God  hath  Jet  the  one  over  again ft 
the  other ,  to  the  end  that  man  Jhould  find  nothing  af¬ 
ter  him ;  that  is,  no  juft  caufe  to  complain  of 
his  proceedings.  Tire  tradefman’s  calling,  is 
lifually  more  comfortable  for  the  body ,  than  that 
of  many  others.  You  have,  for  the  mod  part, 
lefs  toil  than  the  ftufbandman,.  and  lefs  danger 
than  the*  feamarr  or  the  foldier ;  and  are 
not  expofed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather, 
and  other  inconveniences  which  many  undergo, 
to  fupport  yourfelves  and  families.  You  are 
feldom  kept  from  deep  by  the  aches  of  your 
bones  in  daily  labour ;  nor  will  you  be  content 
with  the' fare  and  apparel  of  the  poor  labourer. 
You  know  bed;  how  it  is  within ,  but  one  may 
easily  perceive  by  your  outward  appearance,  that 
you  have  every  way  the  advantage;  and  there- 
fore  Ihould  be  contented  and  thankful .  And  them 

.  »  y 

your  calling  is  more  friendly  to  the  mind, .  You 
have  ufually  a  more  liberal  education,  than  la¬ 
bouring- perfons;  and  are  fixed  early  in  life  in 
families,  and  among  perfons  where  you  have  op¬ 
portunities  to  cultivate  and  improve  your  under¬ 
fundings.  In  many  trades  there  is  time  and  Jei- 
fure,  wherein  by  reading  and  converfation,  you 
may  gain  that  wifdom  and  knowledge,  which 
may  adorn-  your  minds,  and  capacitate  you  for 

more  extenfve  ufefulnefs ,  pie  afire  and  happinefs _ _ 

You  have  generally  greater  advantages  for  your 
eternal  interefs  than  others.  You  are  often  pla¬ 
ced  where  ths  word  of  God  is  preached  ;  the 
facred  fcriptures,  and  other  books  of  indruefion 
put  into  your  hands  ;  the  examples  of  religion 
and  virtue  before  your  eyes  ;  and  every  help  af¬ 
forded  you  that  can  be  defired,  for  making  you 
wifer  and  better.  Whereas  the  fituations  of 
many  others  are  very  diftant  from  the  means  of 
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knowledge,  and  very  unfriendly  to  the  aids  of  re- 

r;L,e"h/er  a,s  ,o  h“™s  “  is, 

com  no?  hi  afantaffh  yours  far  exceed  the 

to  add  his  hl5  multltudes‘  Jf  God  is  pleafed 

more  of  h  'rS  t0  X0ur  diligence,  you  enjoy 
■noreoi  the  comforts  of  life,  and  are  capable  of 

makmg  oetur  provifwn  for  your  families  when 

Jnt  3!ld  k/v?  them-  ^  others  can  procure 
their  and.df  ^ing,  and  a  place  to  cover 

r„  j  ,  s  ;  lf  they  can  'each  their  children  to 
If  and  write,  and  then  advance  them  to  fome 

on  °UrJe71C£  UiS  the  higheft  of  their  ambiti- 
And  laftly,  the  tradcfman  has  often  greater 
opportunities  of  doing  good  than  many  others  • 
which  is  man’s  greateft  honor  and  happinefs* 
next  to  the  beatific  vifion.  You  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  educate  and  inflmdt  thofe  youths  who 
are  under  your  charge ;  and  by  counfel  and  ex¬ 
ample,  to  direct  them  in  the  paths  of  religion 
and  virtue;  whereby  thofe  principles  and  habits 
maybe  implanted  in  them  (through  the  grace 
or  God)  which  may  make  them  happy  in  future 
nfe,  and  bleffings  to  all  around  them.  In  divers 
tiades,  many  poor  are  employed  ;  whofe  loins,  by 
mercy  and  goodnefs,  you  may  caufe  to  blefs  you  : 
And,  if  God  profpers  your  undertakings,  you 
are  capable  of  confiderable  fervice  to  the  great 
interejls  of  religion ,  and  the  good  of  the  community 
to  which  you  relate.  And  it  mutt  be  (aid  in  ho¬ 
nor  to  the  trading  world,  that  molt  of  the  noblell 
charities  now  exifting,  owe  their  foundations,  or 
their  continuance,  to  the  benevolence  of  this 
ufeful  and  important  part  of  mankind. 

But  then,  the  tradcfman  fliould  alfo  confider 
\yith  thankfulnefs ,  the  advantages  of  his  oum  par¬ 
ticular  calling  ;  for  every  calling  has  advantages, 
as  well  as  inconveniencies,  peculiar  to  itfelf.  If 
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it  be  laborious,  it  is  ufually  more  free  from  cares , 
and  iefs  lubjecf  to  kffbs.  If  it  coaMs  in  com¬ 
merce,  or  buying  and  felling  only,  you  have 
commonly  ?nore  time ,  and  iefs  toil.  If  it  is  haz¬ 
ardous,  it  is  generally tmore  gainful  than  others. 
In  lome  callings,  you  become  acquainted  with 
the  beauties  of  nature  ;  in  others,  with  the  curi- 
ofities  of  art.  Thefe,  and  the  like  advantages, 
fliould  be  obferved  by  the  tradefman,  and  then 
he  will  conclude,  u  I  am  very  happily  fituated, 
if  I  did  but  know  it  ;  and  inftead  of  envying 
the  condition  of  others,  or  repining  at  my  own, 

i  only  need  a  more  thankful  fpirit  for  the  blef- 
fings  I  enjoy 

3d,  Let  contentment  be  exercifed,  by  a  cheerful 
patience  under  Ioffes  and  difappointments  in  trade. 
Here  the  tradefman  often  finds  employment  for 
all  his  patience  and  virtue.  Sometimes  his  Iof¬ 
fes  are  great,  by  the  corruptible  nature  of  the 
goods  he  deals  in.  At  other  times,  chapmen 
and  correfpondents  fail ;  or  ftorms  and  temp  efts 
make  great  deva/lations  in  his  fubftance  ;  and  it 

1S  n°i  l}^lQ  that  many  fuffer5  by  the  frequent  chan- 
ges  of  fashions.  Thefe,  and  the  like  occurrences, 
hll  the  df contented  mind  with  uneafinefs  and  con- 
fufion;  th^-man  falls  out  with  his  bufmefs  *  con¬ 
demns  all  mankind,  becaufe  fome  are  difhoneft  • 
and,  I  fear,  too  often  frets  at  divine  providence, 
if  he  is  not  ready  to  deny  it,  becaufe  it  does  not 
favour  his  defigns  ;  and  thus,  he  neither  enjoys 
comfort, -nor  gives-toGod  thepraifeof  whathe 
poddies,  becaufe  he  has  not  all  that  he  defired. 

But  chriftian  contentment ,  though  it  is  not  in- 
ienfible  of  Ioffes,  labours  to  digfl  them  ;  and  if 
things  are  bad,  will  not  make  them  worfe  by  de- 
(pondency,  or  the  negleft  of  proper  duty.  The 
good  mail  knows,  that  conftant  happinefs  is  no 
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where  to  be  found  but  in  God,  and  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  a  good  confidence ;  and  is  fenfible  that  af¬ 
flictive  providences,  as  well  as  profperous  ones, 
flow  from  the  wtfdom  ^n& goodnefs  of  his  heaven¬ 
ly  Father-;  and  that  the  more  humble  and  fub- 
rnifllve  he  lies  under  his  loflesr  the  former  they 
are  likely  to  be  made  up  to  him;  Though 
he  fuffers  by  the  breaking  of  others,  yet  he  is 
thankful  to  God  that  be  himfelf  is  not  the  bank- 
rupt  ;  and  is  ready,  if  he  finds  no  treachery  in 
the  cafe,  to  co?npajfio?iate  thofe  who  labour  un¬ 
der  that  affliction. 

4th,  Contentment- is  to  be  employed  in  watching 
againji  thoje  vices  which  are  contrary  to -  it .  Among 
which  are  thefe, 

1.  Ambition  ;  which  is  for  aiming  at  things 
out  of  the  tradefman’s  fphere,  making  him  reft- 
lefs  and  uneafy  in  his  prefent  condition,  becaufe 
his  mind  is  too  high  for  his  calling,  or  his  fuc- 
cefs  unequal  to  his  defires  ;  and  the  Aloe  is  un¬ 
eafy,  becaufe  the  foot  is  fwelled.  This  diflemper 
ruined  our  •  firji  parents,  and  has  been  of  fatal 
confequence  to  many  of  their  pofterity.  Many  a 
tradefman,  by  a  foolifh  ambition,  has  engaged  in 
enterprizes  which  have  deprived  him  of  the 
comfortable  fubfiflence  he  before  enjoyed-  Per¬ 
sons,  indeed,  may  allowably  endeavour  to  raife- 
themfelves,  as  far  as  the  fober  improvement  of 
their  time  and  capacities  will  admit  of,  butthofe* 
defires  and  purfuits  are  certainly  criminal,  which 
render  them  difcontented  and  unthankful  for  their 
prefent  enjoyments  ;  which  obftruCl  the  love  and 
duty  they  owe  to  God,  and  their  neighbour; 
and  have  only  the  motives  of  pride  and  fancy , 
inf  cad  or  the  defires  of  benevolence  and  chari¬ 
ty  for  their  foundation. 
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2.  Envy,  when  men  indulge  an  envious  dif- 
pofition  at  the  profperity  of  others,  There  is 
one,  lays  difcontent ,  lefs  deferving  than  I,  in  uore 
credit ;  another  lefs  diligent,  but  more  fuccHsful : 
there  are  others,  who  live  without  care  or  pains* 
and  yet  riches  flow  in  upon  them,  and  th  v  have 
all  that  heart  can  wifh  :  fure  the  world  is  very 
unequally  divided,  that  we  mud  have  labour  and 
difappointment,  and  they  wealth  and  e,afe.  See, 
fays  envy,  what  a  fine  houfe,  what  rich  furnltu  e, 
what  a  flowing  trade,  and  the  like,  fuch  and  Tcfi 
enjoy.  And  what  is  all  this  to  thee  ?  “Is  thine 
eye  evil,  becaufe  God  is  good  ?”  A  little  more 
modedy  would  , teach  you,, that  the, Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  knows  -bed  where  to  beftow  his 
gifts  ;  alas  !  He. fees  that  thy  neighbour’s  high 
edate,  and  thy  high  fpirit,  would  undo  1  are  :  He 
knows  what  is  fitted  both  for  him  and  thee,  and 
therefore  be  content  to  be  at  His  difpofaj.  The 
neceflari.es  of  this,  and  hopes  of  a  better.  life,  is 
happingfs  enough  fpr  yofu,.if  you  are  interefted  in 
the  favour  of  the  God  of  heaven  ;  but  it  is  too 
much,  if  you  are  dilbbedient  fubjetds  to  God  ; 
whife  therefore  you  have  more  than  you  dejerve, 
repine  not  at  what  others  pojfifs.  But,  as  to 
thofe  you  envy,  you  know  not  the  burdens  they 
feel  ;  you  fee  their  feeming  happinefs,  but  not 
their  real  mifery  ;  and  are  little  fenflble  of  the 
cares,  fears  and  forrows,  which  are  the  attendants 
upon  a  fplendid  date  ;  as  well  as  the  powerful 
temptations  to  pride,  fenfuality,  and  forgetfulncfs 
of  God,  which  their  prolperous  condition  ex- 
pofes  them  to  ;  fo  that  they  are  rather  the  ob- 
jecSls  of  your  companion,  than  of  your  emula¬ 
tion.  “Be  not,  therefore,  didurbed,  when  one 
is  made  rich,  when  the  glory  of  his  houfe  is  in- 
creafed.  ”  (a)  For  he  who  rejoices  at  the  prof- 

( a)  Pfal.  xlix,  16, 
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perity  of  others,  makes  it  his  own ;  but  he  who 
envies  it,  deprives  himfelf  of  the  comfort  of 
what  he  pojfejfes, 

3-  Covetoufnefs  is  another  vice,  repugnant  to 
Cbritentmeiit.  By  covetoufnefs,  I  mean,  an  in- 
Jatiable  define  of  riches ;  when  men  will  be  rich, 

r  ni  ‘re  Jhlrk  thf  they  cannot  be  happy  :  This 
reltlefs  defire,  when  it  is  indulged  in  the  Tradef- 

man  s  heart,  perpetually  torments  him  ;  and  he 
can  enjoy  no  fatis faction  in  what  he  hath , 
t  irough  his  eager  defire  to  get  more  :  This  cau¬ 
ses  him  to  tret  at  every  little  lofs,  and  fills  him 
with  anguilh  at  every  difappointment ;  he  de¬ 
nies  himfelf  conveniencies,  cuts  fhort  his  fami- 
[y  °*  neceflaries,'  neglets  the  poor, 'and  dedroys 
nis  foul,  to  get  money  ;  and  his  defires  of  wealth 
are  like  the  third  of  a  fever,  the  more  he  dr  inks y 
the  more  he  longs.  But  how  unbecoming  is 
this  of  a  reafonable  creature  ?  Riches  neither 
make  men  more  wife,  happy,  or  good  ;  and  are 
no  urther  denreable,  than  they  are  procured 
with  good  confcience,  and  employed  to  o-00d 
purpoles  :  And  is  beneficence  and  charity,  the 
real  end  of  your  defires  after  them?  Judge  of  vour 
iincerity  herein,  by  the  ufe  you  make°  of  your 
prefent  acquifitions  ;  for  he  that  is  unfaithful  in  a 
little,  will  be  unfaithful  aifo  in  much ,  and  no  man 
can  be  a  good  deward  of  many  talents,  who 
does  not  wifely  employ  a  few  :  If  you  dare  not 
trud  God  in  a  charitable  and  pious  ufe  of  what 
you  podefs,  the  pride  and  pleafures  of  life,  or 
the  increasing  love  of  money,  will  render  you 
as  fruitlefs  of  good  works  in  larger  acquifitions 
of  wealth.  I  know  men  aim  at  fatis  fa  ft  ion. ,  but 
this  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  enlarging  their  ef~ 
tates,  but  by  contracting  their  defires  ;  for  ££  he 
that  loveth  Silver  Ihall  not  be  fatisfied  with  diver* 
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nor  he  tjiat  loveth  abundance,  with  increafe.”(Z>) 
And  the  word  of  truth,  as  well  as  confiant  ex¬ 
perience,  allures  us,  that  u  the  happinefs  of 
man's  life  does  not  con  fid:  in  the  abundance 
which  he  poffefiesG’(r)  Therefore,  u  if  riches 
increafe,  fet  not  your  heart  upon  them  ;”  or  if 
they  decreafe,  break  not  your  heart  for  them  ; 
but  rather  imitate  the  example  of  the  good  man, 
who  faid,  u  I  take  God  to  witnefs  to  my  con¬ 
fidence,  I  defire  of  God,  to  myfelf,  no  more  in 
this  world,  than  that  without  which  I  cannot 
keep  His  laws*” 

4*  Defpondency  and  dejection  of  mind ,  is  another 
evil  contrary  to  contentment .  This  commonly 
feizes  the  tradefman  when  bufmefs  is  dead.  He 
furnifhes  his  (hop  with  goods,  but  finds  few  cuf- 
tomers.  He  feeks  and  waits  for  trade,  but  lit¬ 
tle  comes.  Others  with  pains  and  coft  prepare 
their  work,  but  know  not  where  or  how  to  dif- 
pofe  of  .it :  Debts  are  contracted,  but  little  comes 
m  to  difeharge  them;  the  necefiary  expences 
of  their  houfes  and  families,  are  confiant  and  un¬ 
avoidable.;  and  fometimes  his  future  profpe&s 
are  more  formidable  than  his  prefent  difeourage- 
ttJeitts  ;  and  he  fees  that  neither  care  nor  induf- 
tey  can  relieve  him :  Thefe  things  fink  the 
lYadefman's  fpirits,  and  he  is  ready  to  give  up 
G  JvpeS)'  and  put  an  end  to  all  endeavors  to 
tnend  his  condition.  Ami.dfi  thefe  fears  and 
gloomy  apprehenfions,  let  the  religious  Tradef- 
man  refolutely  perfevere  in  diligence,  frugality 
and  every  neceiTary  felf-denialj  let  him  ufe  eye- 
ry  expedient  which  prudence  may  fuggefi,  and 
conlcience  approve ;  and  in  this  courfe  let  him 
-  lengthen  his  mind  by  a  fieady  trull:  in  the  di- 
(b)  Ecclef.  v.  io.  (c )  Luke  xii.  15. 
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vine  promifes  and  providence;  and  afluredly 
believe,  that  all  things  are  ordered  by  God  in 
pei  fed  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  who  will  never 
leave  nor  Jorfake  thofe  that  fear  and  trud  in  Him  : 
And  though  he  lometimes  brings  good  men 
low,  to  humble  and  to  prove  them ,  and  teach 
them  their  dependence  upon  Him,  yet  it  is  always 
■with  a  dehgn  of  doing  them  good  in  the  latter  end. 
T  he  Fountain  of  being  and  happinefs,  can  eafily 
make  up  in  fpiritual  bleffings,  the  abfence  of  any 
temporal  good  ;  and  in  the  mod;  proper  time  and 
way,  fuppiy  your  needs,  and  exceed  your  defires. 
Roule  up  therefore  your  fainting  fpirits,  attend 
dill  upon  your  callings,  and  eafe  your  minds  of 
anxiety  and  care,  by  a  confirmed  trud  in  God. 
£C  They  who  know  thy  name,  will  put  their  trud 
in  thee  ;  for  thou,  Lord,  had  not  forfaken  them  > 
that  feek  t hee.”(d)  u  Therefore ,  take  no  thought 
for  your  life,  what  ye  fhall  eat,  or  what  ye  fhaJI 
drink  ;  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  fhall  put 
on.  Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  they  fow 
not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into 
barns  ;  yet  your  heavenly  Father  fecdeth  them. 
Are  ye  not  much  better  than  they  ?  ti 

5.  Ladly,  Invading  others'  callings  is  contrary 
to  this  contentment.  Diligence  and  contentment 
are  no  enemies  to  each  other ;  but  when  per- 
fons  endeavor  to  grafp  at  all  the  bufinefs  in  their 
own  callings,  or  to  invade  thofe  of  others, 
merely  to  increafe  their  riches ;  it  is  too  plain 
an  indication  of  a  covetous  difpofition.  In 
fome  cafes,  indeed,  it  may  be  allowable  for 
one  perfon  to  engage  in  two  or  three  callings  ; 
but  then  a  juft  necejjity ,  and  not  an  avaricious 
defire  of  wealth,  mud  oblige  you  to  it  :  In 
fome  cafes  and  fituations,  one  trade  not  being 

( d)  Pfal.  ix,  10.  ( e)  Matt,  vi,  25-'34* 
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fufficient  for  a  comfortable  fubfiftence.  Then, 
they  mull  not  be  inconfijlent  with  each  other  : 
If  the  one  hinder  the  other,  or  both  together 
difturb  and  hinder  you  from  other  indifpenfible 
duties  to  God  or  man,  they  are  to  be  efleemed 
and  avoided  as  fnares.  And  further,  you  may 
not  follow  them  to  the  prejudice  of  the  common 
good.  For  we  are  not  fo  to  love  ourfelves,  as  to 
exclude  all  regard  to  others.  Other  families 
may  be  fupported  by  the  trade  which  you  can 
live  well  enough  without;  and  the  wife  and 
good  God,  who  is  the  common  parent  of  man¬ 
kind,  will  be  far  from  approving  fuch  felfifh  and 
uncharitable  enterprizes.  In  like  manner  alfo, 
you  Ihould  beware  of  invading  any  thing  elfe ,  that 
is  proper  to  your  neighbour.  If  his  houfe  or  /hop 
be  ever  fo  convenient  or  advantageous  to  you, 
you  fhould  neither  defire  nor  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
cure  them  to  yourfelf,  to  his  prejudice ;  nor  ufe 
any  method  in  order  thereto,  which  you  would 
think  unreafonable  if  the  cafe  was  your  own  ; 
but  govern  yourfelf  by  equity  and  charity ,  in  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  your  conducl  toward  others. 

5^h  ^  fieady  continuance  in  our  callings ,  under 
the  feveral  difadvantages  of  them,  is  another 
branch  of  the  tradefman’s  contentment .  There 
are  many,  who,  when  they  meet  with  fomecon- 
fiderable  check  in  their  bufinefs,  or  when  indo¬ 
lence  prevails  upon  them,  are  in  hafte  leave 
their  callings,  and  engage  in  fome  other ;  and 
there  are  others,  who  are  prompted  to  it  by  an 
unfiable  difpofition  of  mind,  which  never  fuf- 

tT!  tuem  !°  be  at  reft  in  any  fixation  of  life  * 
But  though  we  may  form  pleafing  chimeras  of 

the  advantages  attending  other  employments 

if  the°UcrairWn  ;  let  11  Wiil  ufuaII>'  be  fcund,  that 
if  the  calling  wherein  we  have  been  educated. 

M 
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and  with  which  we  are  bejl  acquainted \  will  not 
anfwer  our  defines ;  we  are  not  likely  to  meet 
“wit  better  fuccefs  in  thofe  employments,  the 
nature  and  difficulties  of  which  we  are  Grangers 
unto  .  and  therefore  perfons  fhouid  be  very  cau¬ 
tious  how  they  undertake  a  change  of  this  kind  ; 
and  fee  that  they  have  a  proper  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  their  new  employment,  and  Suita¬ 
ble  abilities  for  conducing  it,  as  well  as  a  reaforn* 
able  piofpecd  of  advantage  from  it.  As  to  each 
of  which,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  the  opinion 
of  wife  and  experienced  friends. 

The  inconveniencies  arihng  from  the  change  of 
a  trade,  often  attend  the  change  of  place  or  ^fitn- 
ation,  for  carrying  it  on  ;  a  delire  of  which,  ma¬ 
ny  times  proceeds  from  the  like  undeady,  dif- 
.contented  temper  with  it  to  the  former,  but  ef- 
pecialiy  to  this  latter  circumdance  that  obferva- 
tion  of  the  wifed  man  may  be  applied  ;  <(as  the 
bird  that  wandereth  from  her  ned,  fo  is  the  man 
that  wandereth  from  his  plac e.’ff)  And  per¬ 
fons  of  Reuben's  character  generally  meet  with 
his  fate.  «  Undable  as  water,  he  (hall  not  ex¬ 
cel.”  fe) 

§  III.  Permit  me  to  enforce  the  necejfdy  and 
propriety  of  this  amiable  and  happy  difpofition  of 
contentment ,  by  obferving  that, 

id.  The  command  of  God  obliges  us  to  it, 
cc  Let  your  convention  be  without  covetoufnefs, 
and  be  content  with  fueh  things  as  ye  have ;  for 
he  hath  faid,  I  will  never  leave  nor  forfake 
you.’Y^)  Than  which,  no  precept  can  be  more 
plain ,  nor  any  reafon  more  powerful .  Obferve,  He 
fays,  a  be  content  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have 
it  is  not  what  others  have,  that  is  to  be  your 
dandard  ;  their  deps  may  be  attended  with  more 

(f)  Prov.  xxvii,  8.  (g)  Gen.  xlix,  4.  (h)  Hcb.  xiii,  5. 
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£tfofperity,  and  they  may  be  better  fitted  to  bear 
it.  Nor  are  they  fuch  things  as  ye  have  had ,  that 
are  to  produce  this  contented  difpofition ;  you 
may  have  lived  higher,  and  fared  better,  when 
younger  in  life  ;  before  the  fire  confirmed  your 
iubfiance,  or  marriage  multiplied  your  family, 
and  the  like  :  But  be  content  with  fuch  things- 
as  ye  now  have.  Nor  is  a  fatisfied  mind  to  be 
fufpended  until  you  acquire  fuch  things  as  you 
would  have ;  fay  not,  had  I  more  trade,  lefs  fa¬ 
mily  expences,  a  better  houfe,  or  fewer  lofles, 
ofi-.  I  fhould  be  content ;  for  there  is  no  virtue 
in  being  pleafed  when  every  thing  is  to  our 
minds  but  be  eafy,  cheerful,  and  thankful  in 
your  prefent  condition  ;  and  confider  yourfelf  as 
placed  therein  by  divine  providence ;  who  may 
have  fervices  for  you  to  do,  and  bieflings  for  you 
to  receive  in  that  fituation,  which  you  know  not 
of ;  ft  is  God  who  “  choofes  our  inheritance  for 
us.”(/‘)  And  when  He  hath  cliofen  it,  fhall  we 
enter  our  difient,  queftion  His  goodnefs,  or 
cenfure  His  wifdom  ? 

2d,  Df content  contradicts  the  providential  will 
f  God,  and  your  own  prayers  ;  and  is  evil  in  its 
caufes  and  ejffiSfs.  The  blefied  God  is  the  Lord 
of  the  univerfe,  and  the  abfolute  difpofer  of  all 
Persons  and  things ;  and  we  may  be  affined, 
from  the  infinite  rectitude,  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
of  His  nature,  that  none  of  His  difpenfations 
can  vary  from  thefe  amiable  perfections,  howe¬ 
ver  they  may  contradict  our  foolifh  defires  and 

rJ- ^n^al'°ns  ’  's  **  reaf°nable  to  expert  that 
*?r5l0U^  abcr  the  laws  of  nature ,  and  the  defcns 
0}  His  providence,  to-  fatisfy  the  weak,  (hort-fio-ht- 
ed  wifties  of  every  worm  ?  That  which  is  hurt- 
tui  to  me,  may  be  beneficial  to  many  others  ; 

(i)  Pfal.  xlvii,  4, 
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the  wind  that  dafhes  my  fhip  againft  the  rock, 
may,  at  the  fame  time,  blow  two  others  from 
oit  the  fands,  and  what  caufe  have  I  then  to 
murmur  ?  Do  we  not  confute  our  own  prayersy 
when  we  fay,  “Father,  thy  will  be  done,”  and 
yet  repine  when  He  does  His  will  upon  us  ?  It 
either  fhews  our  hypocrify,  in  praying  for  what 

we  do  not  delire  ;  or  our  folly,  in  contradiding 
our  own  requefts. 

Many  other  evils  attend  a  difcontented  mind, 
which  fhould  deter  us  from  it.  It  is  evil  in  its 
caufes  j  as  it  proceeds  from  pride  of  heart,  envy, 
'-ovetoufnefs,  Hiftrufb  of  God,  and  an  unthankful 
fpirit  for  the  bleflings  we  enjoy.  It  is  evil  in  its 
ejfeffis  \  it  unfits  us  for  the  duties  and  pleafures 
of  a  religious  life.  T  he  difcontented  perfon  is 
wholly  indifpofed  for  love  and  delight  in  God, 
for  praife  and  gratitude  to  Him.  It  deforms  and 
dijlurbs  our  own  fouls ;  like  bullocks  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  the  yoke,  we  gall  ourfelves  the  more* 
by  ftruggling  againft  the  burden,  and  deprive 
ourfelves  of  the  true  enjoyment  of  the  bleflings 
we  poffefs,  by  repining  at  the  abfence  of  thofe 
we  defire  ;  and  often  make  our  w  troubles  long¬ 
er,”^)  by  preventing  thofe  bleflings  which  a 
humble,  patient  difpofition,  would  incline  our 
heavenly  Father  to  bellow  upon  us. 

3d,  If  you  are  chrijlians  in  truthy  you  have 
enough  to  fhame  all  difeontent.  You  have  the 
perfections  of  God ;  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
Chrift  ;  the  influences  of  the  holy  fpirit  of  God ; 
an  intereft  in  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel ;  the 
divine  image  on  your  own  fouls  ;  the  infallible 
aflfurance  of  all  needful  good  here  ;  and  the  hope 
and  profpeCt  of  confummate  bleflednefs  in  the 
life  to  come,  to  be  your  portion  and  happinefs  t 

(k)  Numb.  xLv,  27—33. 
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And  if  thefe  are  not  fufficient  to  content  you,  I 
muft  fay,  that  you  (hamefully  undervalue  your 
high  privileges,  “Bear  thy  condition  quietly, 
know  that  thou  art  a  manf  fays  the  heathen  phi- 
lofopher ;  with  much  more  propriety  may  I  fay, 
be  contented  with  thy  date,  know  that  thou 
art  a  chriftian .  Thou  profeffeft  to  live  by  faith  r 
do  not  acl  below  reafcn. 

4th,  There,  is  no  condition  of  life ,  how  low  and 
mean  foever,  but  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the 
duties  of  religion,  God  may  be  honored  in  it  and 
by  it.  Your  prudence  and  piety,  your  patience, 
diligence  and  integrity,  may  recommend  religion, 
not  only  to  your  equals,  but  to  perfons  in  fupe- 
rior  Nations  of.  life  ;  and  thofe  adls^of  liberality, 
how  fmall  in  their  kind,  that  proceed  from  a 
heart  fo  full  of  generous  benevolence,  animated 
with  piety,  that  a  man  is  willing  to  deny  him- 
felf  of  many  innocent  gratifications  that  he  may¬ 
be  able  to  perform  them,  is -more  regarded  ( / )  by 
the  Judge  of  all,  than  larger  donations  from 
the  Superfluities  of  the  rich.  And  it  fhoukl  be 
confidered,  for  the  confolation  of  the  poor,  that 
the  lowefl  employments  are  as  neceffary  for  the 
benefit  and  comfort;  of  mankind^  as  thofe  that 
have  a-  more  fphndid  appearance;  as  in  a  well 
compofed  building,  not  the  beams  and  pillars  on¬ 
ly,  but  the  very  pins  are  neceflary  to  its  beauty 
and  drength.  Common  mechanic  trades,  often 
contribute  more  to  the  well-being  of  a  date,  than 
more  polite  and  genteel  employments;  thefe 
often,  at  bed,  only  ferve  to  the  ornament  of  it,' 
the  others  are  neceffary  to  its  fubfficnce .  Let 
this  confuleration,  efpecially  in  comparifon  with 
the  others,  make  thofe  content,  whom  provi¬ 
dence  has  placed  in  the  lowed  fituations  of  life. 

(.1 )  Luke  ii,  i,.  \ 
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f  1Vr'  (In,order  t0  which  happy  difpofition,  ‘ 

I .  Imp,  efs  upon  your  minds  the  reality  and  impor- 
t  a  nee  of  a  future  Jiate.  The  man  who  confi- 
ders  himfeif  only  as  a  (hort  probationer  here,  for 
an  eternal  exigence,  and  is  confliaing  with  ene¬ 
mies  without  and  enemies  within,  for  the  life  of 
his  foul,  will  fee  the  abfurdity  of  a  folicitude  for 
n  es  .  Look  into  the  hate  of  your  own  fouls, 
and  you  will  find  fo  much  mercy  wanting  for 
them,  and  fo  much  reditude  and  goodnefs  wan¬ 
ting  in  them,  as  will  quench  your  third:  after 
other  things  ;  How  deep  is  the  infatuation  of 
hntul  man  !  that  he  can  be  fo  perpetually  and 
anxioufly  felicitous  about  momentary  and  emp¬ 
ty  vanities,  while  the  image  of  God  is  loft  in  his 
oul,  and  the  anger  of  God  is  ready  to  confume 
him  ;  and  his  eternal,  unchangeable  ftate  de¬ 
pends  on  the  brittle  thread  of  human  life,  which 
death  may  fnap  in  funder  next  hour  or  moment  f 

2.  Get  a  humble  jpirity  if  you  would  have  a 
contented  one.  Pride  caufes  men  to  be  unthank¬ 
ful  for  their  mercies,  and  impatient  under  their 
croftes  ;  but  afflidions  ever  fit  eafy,  and  benefits 
are  ever  gratefully  acknowledged,  by  the  mind 
that  is  truly  humble  under  a  fenfe  of  its  defeds. 

I  have  a  poor  trade,  and  mean  fare,  it  is  true,  fays 
humility ;  but  it  is  more  than  I  deferve  :  I  might 
be  begging  or  ftarving,  or  pining  away  in  pain 
and  mifery  :  There  are  others,  indeed,  who  en¬ 
joy  more,  but  then  I  fuppofe  they  deferve  bet¬ 
ter  ;  however,  I  am  fure  I  merit  nothing,  and 
fo  may  well  be  contented  with  a  little. 

3.  Rcjirain  your  fancies,  and  moderate  your  deftres, 
if  ever  you  would  attain  to  this  happy  date  of 
contentment .  “  Nature  and  grace  are  contented 

with  little,  but  pride  and  humour,  with  nothing. 9 
Men’s  real  wants  are  few,  and  foon  fupplied  j 
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but  if  our  fancies  and  defires  are  made  the  mea~ 
fure  of  our  ne  cedi  ties,  we  (hall  find  no  end  to 
our  imaginary  wants.  The  only  way  to  happi¬ 
nefs  is,  to  bring  our  mind  to  our  condition,  which 
is  in  every  one’s  power,  by  divine  adidance  ; 
whereas  the  railing  of  our  condition  to  our 
mind,  is  what  few  can  attain  j  and  we  find,  that 
when  men  have  arrived  to  that  date  in  which 
they  thought  happiriefs  confided,  their  minds 
fwell  as  their  wealth  increafes,  and  they  are  as 
far  from  contentment  as  ever  :  So  that  if  our 
eircumdances  are  moderate,  we  may  as  well  fit 
down  eafy  and  chearful  now,  as  then. 

4,  Ladly,  Live  in  dependence  upon  the  blejfed 
God ,  and  place  your  happinefs  in  his  favor  ;  and 
then  you  will  eafily  be  contented  with  what  the 
world  affords.  The  foul  that  lives  with  God,, 
and  centers  in  Him  as  its  felicity,  enjoys-  de¬ 
lights  fo  noble  and  excellent,  that  it  looks  with 
pity  on  the  deluded  world,  who  are  purfuing 
the  empty  fhadows  of  earthly  happinefs,  and 
neglecting  the  only  true  fubdantial  good,  of  a 
reafonable  immortal  fpirit.  He  who  knows 
that  God  is  hisy  and  that  all  the  perfe&ions  of 
God  are  engaged  for  his  good,  will  be  very  eafy 
and  fatisfied  in  every  date  of  life.  Learn,  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  content  with  His  allowance,  to  ac- 
quiefee  in  His  providence;  believe  Him  to  be 
both  wife  and  good,  to  know  what  is  bed  for 
you,  and  willing  to  bedow  it  upon  you,  if  you 
are  careful  to  pleafe  Him  !  He  that  hath  pro- 
mifed  glory  and  happinefs  in  the  end,  to  thofe 
who  love  and  fear  Him;  will  not  deny  them 
any  real  necedary  good,  in  the  way  to  it.  Liva 
then  upon  His  infallible  word  and  promifes,  un¬ 
der  all  difeouragements  ;  and  you  will  certainly 
find  that  your  hope  will  not  make  you  afhamed. 
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“  Then  Job  faid,  naked  came  I  out  of  mv 
mother’s  womb,  and  naked  (hall  I  return  thi¬ 
ther:  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord- hath,  taken 
away ;  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Job 
i.  20,  21.  / 

w  Job  faid,  what !  (hall  we  receive  good  at 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  fhali  we  not  receive 
evil  alfo  ?  Job  ii;  io. 

“  Reft  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for 
Him  ;  fret  not  thyfelf  becaufe  of  him  who  prof- 
pereth  in  his  way,  becaufe  of  the  man  who- 
bringeth  wicked  devices-  to  pafs.  Ceafe  from 
anger  and  forfake  wrath  ;  fret  not  thyfelf  in  any. 
wife  to  do  evil. — -For  evil  doers  (hall  be  cut  off : 
But  thofe  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  they  (hall 
inherit  the  earth.  A  little  that  a  righteous  man 
hath,  is  better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked, 
Pfal,  xxxvii.  7 — 9,  16; 

cc  They  tempted  God  in  their  Heart,  by  afk- 
ing  meat  for  their  lujl. — Yea,  they  fpake  againft 
God  :  They  faid,  Can  God  furnifh  a  table  in* 
the  wildernefs  ?  Can  He  give  bread  alfo  ?  Can  He 
provide  flefh  for  His  people  ?  Therefore  the- 
Lord  was  wroth,  and  a  fire  was  kindled  againft 
Jacob. — Becaufe  they  believed  not  in  God,  and’ 
trufted  not  in  His-falvation,  Pfal  Ixxviii.  i8--22.9 
“  Better  is  a  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
than  great  treafure,  and  trouble  therewith,  Prcv , 
xv.  16. 

“  Two  things  have  I  required  of  Thee  ;  de¬ 
ny  me  not,  before  I  die.  Remove  far  from  me 
vanity  and  lies  ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  rich¬ 
es ,  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me,  iff c . 
Prov.  xxx.  7 — 9. 

“  Better  is  the  fight  of  the  eyes,  than  the 
wandering  of  the  defire  :  This  is  alfo  vanity  <md 
vexation  of  fpirit.  Seeing  there  be  many  things 
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that  increafe  vanity y  what  is  man  the  better  ( for 
them  ?)  Ecclef.  vi.  9,  11. 

“  1  farm  the  light,  and  create  darknefs  :  I 
make  peace,  and  create  evil :  I  the  Lord  do  all 
thefe  things*  Wo  unto  him  that  ftriveth  with 
his  Maker :  Shall  the  clay  fay  unto  him  that 
fafhioneth  it,  what  makeft  thou  ?  Ifa+  xlv.  7,  9* 
<c  He  faid  unto  them,  take  heed  and  beware 
of  covetoufnefs  ;  for  a  man’s  life  confifteth  not  in 
the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  poflefleth, 
&c.  Confider  the  ravens  ;  for  they  neither  fow 
nor  reap ;  which  have  neither  ftore-houfe  nor 
barn  ;  and  God  feedeth  them  :  How  much  are 
ye  better  than  the  fowls  ?  & c.  Luke  xii.  15 — 31.. 

a  I  have  learned  in  whatfoever  date  I  am, 
therewith  to  be  content ,  PhiL  iv.  1  x . 

u  Godlinefs  with  contentment ,  is  great  gain.. 
For  we  brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and 
it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out.  And 
having  food  and  raiment ,  let  us  he  therewith 
content.  But  they,  that  vrill  be  rich ,  fall  into 
temptation,  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifh 
and  hurtful  lufts,  which  drown  men  in  deftruc- 
tion  and  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money ,  is 
the  root  of  all  evil ;  which  while  fome  coveted 
after,  they  have  been  feduced  from  the  faith, 
and  pierced  themfelves  through  with  many  for- 
rows.  But  thou,  O  man  of  God,  flee  thefe 
things,  1  Tim •  vi.  6 — xx»” 
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Of  Religion. 

§  I.  y/  brief  defcription  of  Religion  as  if 
r effects  God. — ‘The  neceffity  of  a  renova¬ 
tion  of  mind  in  order  to  it.—%  II.  Some 
inflames  wherein  it  is  to  be  exercifed. _ 

1.  In  the  operative  knowledge  of  the  per¬ 
fections  of  God,  and  his  relations  to  us. 

2.  In  adhering  to  the  word  of  God,  as 

the  rule  of  our  faith  and  practice _ 

.  3-  In  living  by  faith  on  God  in  every 
Jlate  of  life. — 4.  ln  the  Jerious  and  con- 
ftant  worjhip  of  God. — 5.  In  the  religi¬ 
ous  obfervance  of  the  Lord's- day. — 6.  In 
ufeful  and  Jerious  converfatlon. — 7.  In 

pious  meditation  and  reflection. _ 8.  In 

vigilance  and  watchfulnefs  againft  temp¬ 
tations §  HI.  An  enquiry  into  our  own- 
conformity  to  thefe  rules. — §  IV.  An  at¬ 
tempt  to  remove  Jome  prejudices  againft  a 
religious  life. — §  V.  The  Jingular  ad¬ 
vantages  and  neceffity  of  religion. — Scrip¬ 
tures  Juited  to  the  f abject. 

§  !•  T  DO  not  here  intend  to  defcribe  Religion 
JL  *n  its  full  extent ;  for  fo  it  includes  all 
the  duties  already  fpecified,  as  prudence,  dili¬ 
gence,  jujiice ,  integrity  of  fpcecb,  contentment,  he. 
But  chiefly  to  confider  it  as  it  rejects  our  be- 
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haviour  to  God ;  which  in  general,  conflffs  in 
having  juft  apprehenfions  of  God,  and  minds  and 
practices  formed  agreeably  thereto  ;  it  is  often 
pointed  out  to  us  in  the  facred  fcriptures,  by 
fome  operative  principle,  which  univerfally  com¬ 
mands  and  influences -our  tempers  and  lives  ;  as 
the  “fear  of  God  f’(a)  “the  love  of  God  f ’(b) 
“  the  knowledge  of  God  ;”(c)  “  walking  be¬ 
fore  God  f’(d)  “  uprightnefs  of  heart  ;”(^) 
“  being  fpiritually  minded  f(f)  and  the  like. 

But  alas  for  us,  thefe  are  principles  not  natu¬ 
ral  to  man  :  His  mind  is  darkened  by  ignorance  • 
his  affe&ions  ejlranged  from  God  and  goodnefs  ; 
2nd  all  his  powers  and  faculties,  impaired  and 
perverted  By  fin  ;  and  the  original  rectitude  of 
Bis  nature  loft  and extinguifhed  by  fenfual  and  evil 
appetites  and  affections ;  infomuch,  that  when 
religion  takes  pla<?e,  there  is  fo  great  and  univer- 
fal  a  change  made  in  the  foul,  which  no  language 
iefs  expreflive  than  that  of  being  ‘born  aga  n  fgf 
made  “new  creatures  6)  being  “ created  again 
in  Chriff  Jefus  unto  good  works  f’(i)  and  “re?- 
newed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds  f  (k)  can  fuff 
ficiently  defcribe.  Vain  is  the  attempt  to  heal 
this  or  that  folly  of  the  mind,  or  irregularity  of 
the  life,  until  the  corrupt  fountain  of  a  vicious 
heart,  from  whence  they  proceed,  be  purifled  : 
The  tree  muff  firff  be  made  good,  before  the 
fruit  can  be  fo.  (/)  Our  confciences  muff  be 
purged  from  dead  works  f  (rri)  and  our  fouls 
united  to  fefus  Chrifi ,  by  a  trye  and  living  faith, (n ) 
before  we  can  acceptably  ferve,  the  living  God. 
How  vain  are  a  11  our  confeflions  of  fin,  unlefs 


(rc)Pit*X^Vd  VJi  £cdcf\v???»  (U  Rom.  viii, 28. 
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‘  H  h  I-°*  ^  Ei)h*  IV>  (D  Matt,  xii,  33. 

(m)  Heb.  ix,  14.  f»;  John  xi,  4. 
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they  flow  from  godly  forrow,  and  are  attended 
vvith  a  fincere  faith  in  the  great  Redeemer’s  in- 
tcrceffion,  and  an  unfeigned  repentance  oefore 
ixod  .  What  are  all  our  praifes  and  thanklgiv- 
tngs  to  God,  unlefs  they  proceed  from  true  love 
to  Him,  and  gratitude  for  His  mercies  ?  What 
are  our  prayers  and  petitions  to  God,  but  real 
mockeries  of  His  infinite  Majefly,  unlefs  they 
are  the  true  and  hearty  defire  of  our  fouls  ?  And 
how  vain  are  all  pretences  to  the  love  and  reve¬ 
rence  of  God,  unlefs  they  are  productive  of 
fincere  and  univerfal  obedience  to  His  will?” 
In  a  word,  God’s  work  mud  be  done,  according 
to  God’s  mind,  if  we  expeCl  that  He  fhould  ac¬ 
cept  it  at  our  hands  \  and  this  cannot  be  with¬ 
out  a  renewed  foul :  u  The  carnal  mind  is  en¬ 
mity  againfl  God,  and  is  not  fubjeCl  to  the  law 
of  God  ;  neither  indeed  can  be.  So  then,  they 
that  are  in  the  flefh  cannot  pleafe  God.”{^) 

§  II.  The  foundation  of  a  religious  life,  be¬ 
ing  thus  laid  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl, 
and  a  rectitude  of  heart  towards  God,  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  confider  fonie  inftances  wherein  it  is  to 
be  exerted  by  us.  And, 

I  A,  In  the  operative  knowledge  of  the  perfections  of 
God,  and  the  relations  in  which  we  Hand  towards 
Him.  His  glorious  perfections  muA  have  fome 
fuitable  influence  upon  us.  His  Alajefy  and 
Greatnefs  mufi  affeCl  us  with  hutnhle  reverence,  in 
all  our  thoughts  and  fpecches  of  Him,  and  in 
all  our  approaches  to  Him  in  religious  worfhip  : 
Trifling,  diminutive  thoughts  of  God  ;  the 
bold  and  irreverend  ufe  of  His  name  ;  and  care- 
lefs  addrefles  to  Him  in  worfhip,  are  affronts  to 
the  infinite  glory  of  His  nature.  If  we  would 
ferve  God  acceptably,  it  mu  A  be  u  with  reve- 

(o)  Rom.  viii,  7. 
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rence  and  godlyfear;;  for  our  *Godis  a  confu¬ 
ting  fine,  (p)  His  unfearchable  goodnefi  and 
excellence ,  claim  our  warmeft  ajfettion,  and  high- 
eft  delight ;  to  fix  our  fupreme  love  on  an  infe¬ 
rior  good,  is  a  flight  and  undervaluing  of  his 
glorious  Majefly,  and  can  only  arife  from  a 
fl  range  pervcrfion  of  bur  judgment.  He  is  not 
only  the  greateft  good  in  Him/elf  and  the  infi¬ 
nite  Fountain  of  all  that  is  wife,  amiable  and 
good  in  the  univerfe  ;  but  He  is  the  beft  good 
for  &  ;  only  fatisfying  fubflantia]  delight  of 
a  reafonable,  immortal  fpirit :  and  therefore  de¬ 
mands  cc  to  be  loved  with  all  our  hearts,  and 
with  all  our  fouls,  and  with  all  our  ftrength.’Y?) 
And  his  benefits,  as  well  as  his  nature,  claim  this 
our  fupreme  affe&ion  and  love  to  Him  5  as  He 
bas  given  us  our  beings,  and  all  the  enjoyments 
ot  them,  and  we  continually  partake  of  His 
goodnefsy  and  depend  on  His  benignity.  His 
punty  .and  holmefs,  as  they  are  the  foundation  of 
our  veneration  and  ejleem,  fo  they  fhoukl  affedt 
us  with  a  bumbling  fenfe  of  our  own  guilt  and 
depravity,  and  caufe  ns  to  fly  to  the  grace  and 
opinfbf  our  adorable  Redeemer,  for  the  pardon 
n  our; giu.lt,  ^nd  the  healing  of  our  natures; 
and  never  refl,  untfl  m  attain  a  nearer  refcm’ 
lanreto  God  inHoimefs,  that  we  may  be  bet- 
ter  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  Him.  His  Om~ 

nJf‘‘r induce  us  to  watch  over  the  in¬ 
ward 1  difpofitions  and  thoughts  of  our  hearts  - 
andUeter  us  from  all  dfiimuhiion  and  bypocrijy, 

Sns1. ST  UUeS  °f  rFgi°n’  and  in  ™  con- 
.erns  with  men;  as  being  continually  in  the 

prefence,  and  under  the  eye  of  that  God  “  be 

iaked  J  $n,$„ 

'  n^mfdom  and  power, .  His  juflicl 

Cf)  Heb- x"’ iS-  <Yj  xxu,  37.  trj  Kcl;. .  .. 
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and  truth)  are  to  be  reverenced  in  His  threatnings^ 
to  b t  railed  on  in  His  promifes ;  to  be  credited 
and  jubmitted  to  in  all  the  declarations  of  His 
worn,  and  in  every  event  of  His  providence. 

Likewife  His  relations  to  us,  and  ours  to  Kirn, 
mult  be  anfwered  by  fuitable  difpofitions  and  be¬ 
haviour.  As  creatures ,  we  are  to  remember 
that  He  is  our  ablolute  Lord  and  Owner ;  that 
we  are  ///V,  much  more  than  any  thing  we.pof~ 
fefs  is  our  own ,  having  only  a  derived  right 
from  Him  to  all  that  we  enjoy  ;  and  therefore, 
it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  yield  ourfclves  tp 
Him,  and  ufe  ourfelves,  and  all  our  capacities 
for  Him  as  our  higheft  endj(j)  To  pay  an  uni- 
verfal  obedience  to  His  will,  render  an  entire 
refignation  of  ourfelves  to  His  providence  ;  and, 
thus,  we  need  not  fear  but  He  will  preferve  and 
blefs  us,  employ  us  in  delightful  and  honorable 
fervice,  and  return  us  to  ourfelves  infinitely  bet¬ 
ter  than  He  found  us.  cc  Ye  are  not  your  own ; 
therefore  glorify  G  od  in  your  body,  and  in  your 
fpirit,  which  are  God’s. ”(f)  As  our  Prcferver 
and  Benefatfor ,  we  fhould  irufl  in  His  goodnefs, 
and  refegn  ourfelves  to  His  care;  feek  to 'Him 
continually,  for  all  the  bleflings  we  need;  re¬ 
tain  a  grateful  fenfe,  and  offer  Him  our  thank¬ 
ful  acknowledgments,  for  all  1 benefits  we  receive 
at  His  hand  ;  which  is  alfo!  to  be  expreffed  by 
the  love  and  duty  of  our  hearts  and  lives  ;  Thefe 
are  duties,  which  the  light  of  nature  confirms 
our  obligations  unto  ;  and  which  all  reafonable 
beings  are  bound  to  pay  to  God,  as  their  fove- 
reign  Lord  and  Creator. 

But  . then,  as  we  are  guilty,  depraved  creatures, 
who  have,  in  manifold  inftances,  brought  our¬ 
felves  under  the  condemnation  of  God’s  holy 

(1 J  Rom.  vi,  13--19.  ( t)  x  Cor.  vi,  19, 20.  Rom.  xrv,  7,  9= 
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law  ;  and  rendered  ourfelves  odious  to  His  pure 
and  unfpotted  nature y  all  hopes  of  His  favor 
and  acceptance  would  have  been  cut  off,  if  in 
infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy  He  had  riot  offered 
Himfelf  to  us,  in  the  new  relations  of  a  Re¬ 
deemer*  and  a  Sanctifier  y  which  is  the 
great  defign  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  to  propofe 
and  confirm  to  allywhoy  fenfible  of  their  guilt 
and  juft  demerits,  fincerely  and  cordially  em¬ 
brace  Him  as  their  Saviour.  By  thefe  we  are 
obliged,  if  we  would  be  fafe  and  happy  for 
time  and  eternity,  to  reflect  with  fhame  and  for- 
row  upon  our  difobedience  and  apoftacy  from 
God ;  to'  w  fly  for  refu gefl(u)  from  His  juft 
vengeance^to  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only  Redeemer 
of  tinners  y  trufling  in  His  facrifice  and  media¬ 
tion,  to  procure  our  acceptance  with  God.(zt/) 
Living,  as His difciples  in  the  imitation-  of  His 
holy  lifor(xJ  Attending  to*  His  do£irinesy'2.s  the 
great  Teacher  and  Reftorer  of  mankind.^/ 
And;  obeying  His  heavenly  precepts ,  as  the  uni- 
verfal  Lord  and  Head' of  His  church,  (z)  And 
in  order  to  this,  we  muft  implore  the  influences 
of  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  to  fanftify  and  rencm 
our  natures,  to  reftore  the  image  of  God  loft  in 
our  fouls,  and  give  us  the  temper  and  difpofiti- 
on  of  His  children  ;*  that  we  may  be  fitted  for 
His  prefent  fervice,  and  future  enjoyment.  Thus 
the  practical  knowledge  of  God,  muft  influence 
us  in  the  whole  frame  of  our  hearts  and  lives.* 
2d,  Religion  confifts  in  adhering  to  the  word  of 
God,  as  the  rule  of  our  faith  and  pra&ice.  A 
reverential  regard  to  the  holy  feriptures ,  and  a 
humble  fubjection  of  foul  to  the  facred  contents 
of  them;  is-  an  infeparable  confequent  of  true 

( UJ  Heb.  vi,  18.  (<w)  Afts  iv,  12.  Rom.  vi,  22. 
i  Cor.  11J»  ii.  (x)  1  John  ii,  6.  (y )  Adis  iii,  22.  22. 

Luke  iv,  18,  21.  (»)  Heb.  v,>  Luke  vi,  46, 
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vSn°n>  that  Is  °f  God> 

verence  God  s  word, (a)  and  be  direded  by  it  in. 
every  htuation  and  cipcunilhnce  of  life :  The 
more  we  ftudy  it,  and  the  nearer  we  conform  to 
st,  .he  more  wife,  reafonable  and  happy  we  (hall 

ifl“d  fWe  ntver.  dePart  fro®  the  important 
S? -S  °l  bt‘t  ignorance,  folly  and  unhap. 
P  s,  ake  place :  It  has  ever  been  an  invaria- 
r„  ™!e>  without  any  exception,  that  the  more 
any  have  been  influenced- by  a  fpirit  of  true  reli - 

to  th3r the  more  their  '&eem  and  lovt 

to  thefe  blefled  records  have  increafed  :  and  we 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  negleS  and 
contempt  that  is  thrown  upon  the  Bible,,  is  the 
neareft  caufe  of  all  the  profanenefs  and  immo- 

X/f  the  Pont  age.  This  is.  one  inftance 
therefore  of  the  Tradefman’s  religion,  not  to 
govern  himfelf  by  the  examples  of  others,  by 
humour, /appetite,  or  felfifh  views  ;  but  by  the 
holy  word  of  God,  and  fuch  diredions  as  found 
reafon.  will  deduce  from  thence.  I  am  apt  to 

beheve,  that  very  many  of  the  indiferetions  and 
misfortunes  of  Tradefmen  would  have  been- 
prevented,  if  they  had  walked- more  fteadily  by 
this  rule.  <c  Bind  them  then  continuaily  upon 
thine  heart,,  and  tie  therm  about  thy  neck.— 
When  thou  goeft,  it  (hall  lead  thee  ;  when  thou 
fleepeft,  it  (hall  keep  thee  ;  and  when  thou  awa— 
ked:,  it  (hall  talk  with  thee ;  for  the  command¬ 
ment  is  a  lamp  ;  and  the  law  is  light ;  and  the 
reproofs  of  indru&ion'  are  the  way  of  life.  ”(7/ ) 
3d,  The  tradefman’s  religion  lies  in  living;  by  faith 
on  God,  under  all  the  changes  and  viciffitudes 
of  an  incondant  world.  This>  like  an  anchor 
fure  and  fledfafl ,  will  keep  the  foul  quiet  and  fe- 
rene  in  all  the  dorms  of  life ;  enliven  the  chni» 

( a)  John  viii,  $7.  ( b)  Prov,  vi,  2-1-23. 
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tian’s  hope*  animate  his  endeavours,  and  make 
him-eafy  in  every  ftate  and  condition.  “Thou 
wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whofe  mind  is 
flayed  on  thee,  becaufe  he  trufleth  in  thee.”  (c). 
But  how  contrary  to  this  is  the  flate  of  every 
ungodly,  earthly  mind  ?  If  the  world  fmiles 
upon  him,  he  idolizes  it  as  his  deity,  if  it  frowns* 
upon  him,  he  defpairs  and  dies.  As  all  his 
hopes  and  profpe&s  center  here,  his  comfort  and 
fecurity  is  as  fluctuating  as  the  foundation  on 
which  it  is  built i>  e,  temporal  profperity.* — • 
Whereas  the  good  man,  though  he  is  not  infen - 
fible  of  the  difference  between  profperity  and  ad- 
verfity,  yet  is  not  anxioufly  “afraid  of  evil  ti¬ 
dings,  for  his  heart  is  fixed,  trufling  in  the 
Lord. ”(d)~ And  then,- what  are  all  the  great 
concerns  of  religion,  without’  faith  ?  which  is 
the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,  and  the  fub- 
flance  of  things  hoped  for.?'  What  influence 
will  the  word  or  worfhip  of  God  have  upon  us, 
heaven  or  hell,  God  or  Chrifl,  without  faith? 

In  a  word,  we  muff  live  by  faith^  and  breathe  by 
prayer ;>  »  J 

4th,  The  ferious  and  conflant  worjhip  of  God,,' 
is  another  principal  branch  of  religion.  The 
fame  light  of  reafon  and  revelation,  which  ma¬ 
nias  to  us  the  being  of  God,  proves  that  it  is 
our  indifpenfible  duty  to  worfhip  Him.  This  is 
a  truth  fo  deeply;  impreft  upon  the  mind  of  man, 

*  nu  u  XXV1>  3*  .  ( d)  Pfal  ID*' 

Ohjhow  they  dream  ot  things  impofiiblcj 

Of  joys  perpetual,  in  perpetual  change  ;  * 

Of  ftable  pleasures  on  the  tolling  wave  ; 

Eternal  furt-thine  in  the  ftorms  of  life  j  ♦ 

_rill  jat  death’s  tollj  or  heaven’s  relentlefs  blaft, 

Starting  they  ’wake,  and  find  themfelves  undone. 

The  lpider’s  molt  attenuated  thread. 

Is  cord,  is  cable,  to  man’s  tender  tie, 

Or  earthly  blifs  j  it  breaks  &  every  breeze. 
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that  fcarce  any  of  the  human  fpecies  under  hea- 
yen,  except  among  the  degenerate  part  of  thofe 
who  cal!  themfelves  chrijliam,  but  in  fome  way 
or  another,  pay  their  adorations  to  the  Deity  by 
worfhip.  1  his  is  the  tradefmarf s  duty  as  well 
as  others,  for  how  can  he  be  faid  to  <c  abide  with 
£?.  in  his  calling/5  ( e )  who  never  comes  near 
liim  .  By  meditation  and  prayer  we  draw  nigh 
to  God,  and  by  his  word  he  fpeaks  to  us  ;  and 
lurely  creatures  whofe  happinefs  for  both  worlds 
depends  upon  God,  fhould  not  fland  in  need  of 
arguments  to  feek  continually  unto  Him  ;  for 
will  not  every  people  feek  unto  their  God V'{f) 
But  the  tradefman’s  religious  worjbip  fhould  not 
be  confined  to  the  church  or  the  clofet ;  but  as 
he  has  family-wants  to  be  relieved,  family- fins 
to  be  forgiven,  and  family  blefiings  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  for;  fo  family -worfhip  is  his  reafonable  and 
indifpenfible  duty :  For  we  find  thofe  families** 
reprefented  as  the  fubjedls  of  divine  vengeance,. 
“  call  not  upon  God’s  nam Q.”(gJ  At  the 
fittefi  time,  therefore,  morning  and  evening,  Jet 
your  feiious  addrefies  be  made  to  heaven,  with 
all  your  family ;  let  not  company  or  bufinefs 
tempt  you  to  neglett  this  duty,  or  to  do  it  unfea- 
f on  ably.  Remember  that  the  mod  high  God 
claims  your  firii  and  higheft  regard,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  can  excufe  your  omijfion  of  His  worfhip, 
but  fome  neceffary  and  greater  duty.  Say  not, 
you  want  time  for  it,  for  men  mull  find  time  to 
cat,  and  fleep,  whatever  bufinefs  is  left  undone ; 
and  none  of  thefe  are  more  neceffary,  nor  can 
you  be  lefs  excufeable  in  the  negle#  of  any  of 
them,  than  of  worfhip.  An  hour  in  twenty- 
four,  may  be  fufficient  for  this  neceffary  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  duty.;  as  it  is  not  the  length,  but  the 
(*}  1  Cwr*  *4*  (I)  Fa*  vifij  1 9»  [gj  Jei-*  x, 
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linearity  of  our  fervices,  which  render  them  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God  ;  and.  it  is  incredible,-  that  with 
proper  care  you  cannot  fecure  fo  much  time  for 
fuch  an  important  affair.  Neither  plead  that 
the  bufinefs  of  your  callings  leaves  you*  in  the 
evening,  without  JWength  or  fpirits  for  it ;  for 
immoderate  labour  may  be  a^  criminal,  as  im¬ 
moderate  feeding.  God  requires,  and  will  ac¬ 
cept  and  bfefs  no*  fuch  eagernefs  in  bufinefs,  as 
unfits- men  for  his  fervice  ;  but,  however,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  this  cai>be  no  exetife  in  ther 
morning  ;  your  fpiritS'  are  then  frefh  and  vigor¬ 
ous.  It  is  to  be  feared*  that  fuch  pleas  as  thefe, 
are  rather  the  effects  of  a  want  of  inclination ,  than 
of  ability.  We  fliould  with  much  more  reafon 
fay,  I  have  laboured  aff  the  day  for  a  little  food 
and  raiment ,  &c.  fhall  I  not  exert  myfelf  in  the 
evening  for  the  bleilings  of  God’s  forgivenefs  and 
grace  ?  I  have  wearied  my  body  for  a  living  on 
earthy  fhall  I  not  dretch  forth  my  foul  for  the 
eternal  crown  ?  O!  let  not  your  diligence  and 
folicitude  for  the  treafures  of  this  ivorlf  con¬ 
demn  your  flothfulnefs  and  indolence  for  heaven- 
If  richeSy  but  let  each  have  their  due  time  and  place 
:n  your  hearts  and  employments. 

5th,  The  religious  obfervance  of  the  LortTs-day 
is  another  branch  of  true  religion.  This  is  one 
of  the  firji  things  which  the  grace  of  God  re¬ 
forms  in  the  fincere  chridian ;  no  fooner  does 
he  begin  to  look  in  earned  towards  God  and 

£  J  *  *  rift  employs  the  holy  day 

of  God  in  a  different  manner  than  he  did  before  • 
and  as  religion  more  or  lefs  flourifties  in  the  foul," 
fo  this  /acred  time  is  ever  more  or  Jefs  adeemed 
and  improved.  Reme?nber  the  fabbath-day ,  there¬ 
fore, .before  it  comesy  and  endeavour  to  clear  your 
minds  of  worldly  cares  and  incumbrances*  that 
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you  may  be  fit  for  the  noble  and  divine  employ¬ 
ments  of  it ;  fit  to  adore  and  praife  the  majeftv 
and  perfections  of  God  your  Maker ;  to  cele¬ 
brate  and  feek  the  bleffings  of  redeeming  love 
and  grace,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord  ;  to* 
hear  his  m oft  holy  word,  and  receive  theinflruc- 
tions  or  it To  acknowledge  with  gratitude  and* 
joy  the  mercies  you  partake  of ;  and  with  fin- 
cere  forrow  and  contrition,  to  lament  and  con-: 
fefs  the  fins  and  follies  of  your  hearts  and  lives ; 
in  a  word,  to  obtain  and  firengthea  all  thofe* 
holy  tempers  and .  difpofitions,  as  may. fit  you. 
for  a  wife,  happy  and  religious  life  on  earth,, 
and  the  glories  •  of  an  everlafting  fiate.  in  the 
world  to  come.  Let  not  the  love  or  guilt  of  any 
fin,  enter  into  this  holy  day  to  defile  it,  but 
“  wafh  your  hands  in  innocency,*  and  fo  com- 
pafs  the  altar. of  God.,,(/;>)  Though  cheerful-- 
nefs  and  holy  joy  are  efpeci ally  the  du  ties  of  this 
;  yet  be  careful  to  abftain  from  fenfual  plea- 
fures,  .and  not  only  vile>  but  vain  and  fruitlefs 
thoughts  and  converfe  :  Let  no  'worldly  hufinefs 
be  either  contrived  or  done,  which  might  have 
been  done  before,  or  may  be  deferred  ’till  future 
time,  but  “  call  the  fabbath  a v delight,  as  it  is 
holy  to,  the  Lord,  and  *  honorable  \  and  honor 
Him  therein  ;  not  doing  thine  own  ways  nor 
finding  thine  own  pleafures,  nor  fpeaking  thine  - 
own  words.”(*)  Confider  how  great  the  blef- 
fing  is>  that  you -have  leave  to  approach  to  God>^ 
and  time  to  prepare  your  fouls  for  an  eternal* 
ftate,  and  improve  it  accordingly. - 

Let  your families  alfo  partake  of  the  fame  ad¬ 
vantages  ;  This  is  one  reafon  why  the  common 
employments  of  life  are  prohibited  on  this  day ; 
that  Jervants ,  as  they  have  fouls  of  equal  value 
(b)  Plal.  xxvi,  6.  (i )  Ifa.  50,  8,  13, 
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with  the  greateft*  may  have  the  means  of  im¬ 
provement  in  knowledge  and  holinefs.  “  The 
fevehth  day  is.  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God ;  in  it  thou  (halt  not  do  any  work  :  That 
thy  man-fervant,  and  thy  maid-fervant,  may 
reft  as  well  as  thou*”(^J  Give  them  Jufjfcient 
time  for  the  worfhip  of  almighty  God  ;  and  let 
not  thei r fouls  be  ftarved,  for  the  fake  of  feafting 
your  bodies  Not  only  allow  your  children  and- 
fervants  time  for  the  religious  duties  of  the  day  ; 
but  watch  over  them  to  fee  that  they  attend  upon 
the  fame.-  InflruSt  them  in  religion  and  virtue  ; 
encourage  them  in  what  is  good,  and  ferioufly 
reprove  what  is  amifs  in  them  :  You  deal  world 
by  them',  than  you  wrould  by  your  very  cattle ,  if 
you  fuffer  them  to  go  on  irr  the  paths  which 
lead  to  mifery  and  deftruelion,  without  doing 
what  in  you  lies-to  prevent  it..  Never  give  them 
reft,  therefore,  until  you  have,  with  the  help  ot 
God,  either  cured  their  ignorance  and  irreligion^ 
or  find  them  incurable.  G 

Remember  alfo,  that  it  is  <c  the  fabbath  of 
ihe  Lord,  in  all  your  dwellings,  (/j  And  there¬ 
fore,  let  Him  be  honored  and  Jerved  thereyZS  well 
as  in  the  places  of  public  worlhip.:  Read  His 
word  with  reverence  and  attention  ;  fing  His 
praifes  with  underftanding  and  delight  ;  and 
feek  His  favor  with  humility,  faith  and  finceri- 
ty  ;  that  by  thefe  lower  fervices  you  may  be  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  heavenly  fate,  and  carry  the  bleffing  of 
God  into  the  labours  of  the  enfuing  week  ;  for 
it  was  the  obfervation  of  a  great  and  good  man,* 

“  that  in  long  experience  he  had  found,  that  a 
due  obfervation  of  the  duties  of  the  Lcrd's-day 
had  ever  joined  with  it  a  bleffing  upon  the  reft 

(k)  Dent.  Vj  14,  15..  ('//Lev.  xxiii,.  3. 

Lord.  Chief  Juftice- Hale. 
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of  his  time,  and  the  week  fo  begun,  was  pros¬ 
perous  to  him  ;  whereas,  when  he  had  been 
negligent  in  the  duties  of  this  day,  the  reft  of 4 
tie  week  was  unfuccefsful,  and  unhappy  to 
his  own  Secular  employments;”  And  this  is 
tar  from  being  a  lingular  observation. 

..  An  habitual  difpofednefs  unto,  and  prac- 
tice  of  religious  converfationy  is  another  material 
branch  of  the  chriftian’s  duty.  I  mean,  to  em- 
p  oy  the  noble  faculty  of  fpeech  in*  a  manner  be- 
coming  reafon  and  religion.  “  The  mouth  of 
t  e  righteous  fpeaketh  wifdom,  and*  his  tonguo 
taiKeth  of  judgment.  The  law  of  God  is  in 
his  heart. Particularly  we  fhould  abftain> 
from  hu  fil  converfe  j  fuch  as  reflets  upon  the' 
honor  of  the  blefted  God,  or  tends-  to  lejlew 
men  s  regard  to  Him ;  fuch  as  defiles  and  cor-  ~ 
rupts  the  mind  y  injures  the  reputation  of  thofe' 
who  are  abjentr  or  provokes  and  infults  thole 
who  are  prefient  y  or  is  merely  idley  empty  and 
vain ;  in  a  word,  whatever  is  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  charity ,  religion  or  cbajlityy  fhould  be 
banifhed  from  our  lips.  But  then,  we  muft  arm 
at  fomething  ufeful,  as  well  as  abftain  from  eve¬ 
ry  thing  hurtful  in  our  converfation.  A  nega¬ 
tive  goodnefs  is  no  more  fufticient  in  this,  than^ 
in  other  parts  of  the  chriftian.  chara&er ;  the 
tongue  of  man  was  given  him  to  be  employed 
to  his  Maker's  praife,  and  to  be  iifeful,  and  in- 
Jlruttive  to  thofe  around1  him ;  and  angels; 
themfelves  have  not  nobler  or  moi^e  delightful' 
fubjebfs  for  the  employment  of  it  than'  we 
w  Hie  glorious  perfections  of  God  ;  the  amia¬ 
ble  Jefus  ;  the-  holy  word  of  God  ;  His  won¬ 
derful  works  of  nrture,  providence  and  grace  y 
the  happinefs  of  the  eternal  world  before  us  y 

(w)  Pfal.  xxxvii,  30,  31.- 
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Ac  means  and  helps  to  our  fafe  arrival  there, 
;and  iitnefs  for  it ;  and  the  dangers,  follies  and 
(hares,  that  lie  in  our  way,  obflruff  our  progrefs 
to  it,  and  poflcilion  of  it."  i  hefe  are  topics 
.of  converfation,  the  mofl  interefling  aqd  de¬ 
lightful  ;  and  nothing  but  the  perfe&ion  of 
madnefs  and  folly,  can  fneer  at  their  being  in¬ 
troduced  on  all  proper  occafions  ;  or  think  that 
the  fluffing  of  the  wind  $  the  nature  of  the 
weather ;  the  conduft  of  their  neighbours  ;  and 
a  thoufand  other  impertinences,  are  fubje&s  fo 
well  becoming  man's  rational  foul,  and  immor¬ 
tal  nature. 

•  _  ■  j, 

1  am  fenfible,  that  as  we  have  concerns  of  a 
lower  nature  to  regard,  while  we  remain  in  the 
jprefent  iiate,  they  ought  to  hav.e  a  proportionate 
/hate  of  our  thoughts  and  words  ;  neither  is  it 
.proper  at  all  times,  .to  expofe  the  facred  truths  of 
.religion  to  the  contempt  of  the  vile  or  profane. 
But  that  religious  converji  fhould  be  banifhed  from 
the  bps  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  men  and 
ebrifttan s,  as  ipelancholy,  mean,  or  improper; 
is  as  abfurd,  as  to  fay,  that  the  world  is  better 
than  God,  or  money  than  heaven ;  and  the 
pleafures  of  appetite  and  animal  fenfe,  better  than 

grace  and  glory  ;  and  the  fneer?  of  a  fool,  worfe 
than  hell  or  lln. 

7th,  Pious  meditation ,  is  another  branch  of  true 
rehgton.  Much  of  the  temper  of  our  minds  may 
be  difeerned  by  the  currency  of  our  thoughts.  In 
the  covetous,  thefe  run  out  with  the  greateft 
conftancy  and  delight  after  gain  and  riches.  In 
the  voluptuous,  various  fenfitive  pleafures  and 
gratifications,  employ  them.  Honor  and  ap- 
plaufe,  engrofs  the  thoughts  of  the  ambitious ; 

;.ut  ®s  rhe  hoPes  and  happinefs  of  the  fincere 
hri/han  centre  in  God  and'his  favour,  he  can- 
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not  but.employ  his  frequent,  ferious  thoughts  a~ 
pout  the  (ecu ring  and  enjoyment  of  it  3  for  this 
j^s  one  of  Ins  infallible  dictates  who  formed  the 
ipint  of  man,  and  knows  all  the  operations  of  it, 
F  the  treafure  is,  there  the  heart  will 

be  alfo.  (n)  While  the  hands  of  the  pious 
trade! man  are  employed  in  the  common  bufi- 
nds  of  life,  his  heart  will  be  afpiring  to  God, 
and  delighting  itfelf  in  his  perfections,  word  and 
works.  As  no  fhip  is  fo  laden,  but  it  will  con- 
tarn  many  jewels  more,  fo  no  bufinefs  can  fo 
conirantly  fill  up  our  minds,  as  not  to  allow  of 
tenous  intervening  thoughts.  There  is  no 
need  to  retire  to  a  cloy  Her ,  in  order  to  preferve  a 

religious  difpofition  of  mind,  or  lead  a  virtuous 
life. 


But  our  meditations  fhould  be  confidered  as 
•the  means  tort  further  end  ;  namely,  to  influence 
and  affi  d  our  fouls ;  we  fhould  be  mufing  until 
the  fire  burns  :  For  which  purpofe,  we  fhould 
chufe  thofe  fubjecls  that  are  mojl  porwe?ful  and 
operative :  Great  and  important  truths,  as  they 
are  ufually  the  furefl,  and  lead  controverted,  fo 
they  moft  effectually  imprefs  the  mind,  and  leave 
a  happy  influence  upon  it.  Among  which  are, 
tile  perfections  of  God  ;  His  wonderful  love  and 
goodnefs,  as  revealed  in  Jefus  Chfift ;  the  awful 
To! enmities  of  z  future  judgment:  The  impor¬ 
tance  and  certainty  of  an  eternal  fate  of  exig¬ 
ence  ;  the  fliortnefs  and  inftability  of  time,  and 
■  all  the  enjoyments  of  it:  Thefe  are  included  in 
thofe  mentioned  before,  which  if  attended  to, 
would,  by  the  grace  of  God,  produce  a  religious 
temper  of  mind,  and  a  holy  life. 

Sometimes  we  may  turn  our  tneditations  into 
ejaculatory  prayers  and  addrefles  to  heaven :  fuch 


( n )  Mat*,  vi,  21 4 
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as  that  of  Nebemiah .  u  Remember  me,  O  my  | 
God,  for  good  ;n(^)  or  of  the  royal  Pfalmift; 

Lord,  I  am  thine,  fave  me  m”(p)  and  the  like. 
Thefe,  when  you  feel  the  guilt  of  fin  to  prefs 
you,  or  the  fenfe  of  mercy  to  affeef  you,  or  any 
danger  or  difficulty  to  affright  you  ;  will  be  a  pre¬ 
sent  relief  to  your  fpirits,  until  the  more  ffated 
time  for  devotion  returns.  Sometimes  our 
-thoughts  may  be  well  employed  by  way  of  folilo- 
quy ,  or  convcrfmg  with  ourfelves  :  Either  rouf- 
ing  up  our  flothful  fpirits,  or  comforting  our 
drooping  fouls,  or  pleading  with  our  own  hearts 
by  convincing  reafons  \  thefe  methods,  pious 
men  have  often  taken  to  good  purpofe  :  w  Why 
art  thou  caff  down,  O  my  foul,  fays  the  Pfal- 
miff  ;  why  art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?” 
Having  thus  reproved  his  unreafonable  fears,  his 
faith  revives,  and  he  fays,  “Hope  thou  in  God, 
tor  T  fhall  yet  praife  Him  ;  who  is  the  health  of 
my  countenance,  and  my  God.”(?) 

Laffly,  Great  variety  of  ufeful  reflections  may 
be  drawn  from  the  common  occurrences  of  life, 
and  the  various  objects  which  prefent  themfelves 
to  our  view.  Thus  the  fudden  death  of  others , 
may  quicken  us  in  preparing  for  our  own,  and 
fhew  us  the  vanity  of  earthly  purfuits.  The 
iight  of  the  deformed  and  inferable ,  may  teach 
us  a  ufeful  leiTon  of  gratitude  to  God  for  his 
greater  goodnefs  to  us.  The  manifold  dangers 
and  exceffive  labours  which  others  undergo  for 
trifling  advantages,  may  fhame  us  out  of^neo-li- 
gence  in  our  purfuit  of  heaven  and  happinefs  : 
And  indeed,  there  is  fcarce  any  thing  but  a  fe~ 
nous  mind  may  improve  to  its  great  advantage. 

1  his,  no  doubt,  was  the  defign- -of  the  frequent 


( 0)  Nehem. 


xiii.  31. 

(q)  Pfnl-  xliii. 
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(p)  Pfal.  cxix. 
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Jimilies  and  parables  of  the  word  of  God  that 

^eamis^Vbe  tausht  inftru&ion  from  fenfible  ob- 
joc  s  .  thus  we  are  fent  to  the  antf r )  to  learn 
lagacity  and  diligence  ;  to  the  potter (s)  for  fub- 
mimon  to  the  will  of  God 3  to  the  refiner  ft)  for 
confolation  and  indru&ion  under  affli&ion. 
And  opr  bleiTed  Saviour’s  gojpel  is  filled  with 
emblem^  for  the  fame  purpofes  :  Among  which 
are,  the  Vine ,  the  Fig-tree ,  the  Pearl  of  great 
tne  importunate  Widow  and  prodigal  Son. 
xLafy  would  be  the  talk,  and  great  the  advantage, 
“  the  Religious  Tradefman  would  thus,  like  the 
indudrious  bee,  gather  honey  from  every  flow- 
er.  Surely,  the  confideration  is  fad,  that  chrif- 
tians  fhould  know  how  to  converfe  with  men, 
and  femetimes  with  God  himfelf,  and  yet  be  at 
a  lofs  to  commune  with  their  own  hearts. 

8th,  Religion  neceffarily  includes  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  it,  vigilance  and  wqtchfulnefs.  Wherever 
the  love  and  fear  of  God  are,  in  fincerity,  there 
will  be  a  conftant  concern  to  pleafe  Him  ;  and 
this  can  never  be  attained  by  beings  whofe  na¬ 
tures  are  imperfedf,  and  appetites  and  paflions 
drong  and  irregular,  amidd  furrounding  felici¬ 
tations  to  evil  from  an  infnaring  world,  and  vi¬ 
gilant  fpiritual  adverfaries,  unlefs  w,e  zuqtch ,  as 
well  as  pray  againd  every  temptation.  This 
watchfulnefs  the  chridian  fhould  efpecially  mainr 
tain  againd  the  particular  fins  to  which  his  call¬ 
ing,  fituation  and  conditution,  expofe  him  : 
The  fure  fign  of  uprightnefs  of  heart ,  confids  in 
keeping  ourfelves  “  from  our  own  iniquity. ”(u) 
That  which  our  difpofitions  mod  incline  us  un¬ 
to,  which  we  find  mod  difficult  to  refid,  and 
harded  to  overcome  ;  for  which  confcience  mod 

($)  Jer.  viil.  7. 

( u )  Pfal.  xviii,  23* 


(r)  Prov.  vi.  6. 
(t)  Zcch,  xiii.  9. 
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frequently  reproves  us,  and  we  condemn  our- 
feJves  when  under  affliftion^  or  in  the  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  death . 

But  the  v,jces  which  human  nature  are  mod 
prone  unto,  are  covetoufnefs  and  fenjuality  \  and 
thefe  the  Tradefman  is  in  danger  of  being  capti¬ 
vated  by,  and  fhduld  be  peculiarly  watchful 
again#,  as  they  are  the  root  of  all  evils  5  as  they 
ejlrange  the  heart  from,  and  deaden  the  affe£fions 
to  God  and  Goodnefs  ;  fenfualize  the  very  fouls 
of  men,  and  give  fuch  a  criminal  biafs  to  their 
appetites  and  inclinations,  as  produces  forget- 
iulnefs  and  contempt  of  God,  a  difrelifh  to  the 
purity  and  fpirituality  of  His  laws  and  worfhip ; 
the  neglect  of  their  immortal  fouls,  and  the 
concerns  of  another  world  ;  they  cloud  the  un- 
derftanding  and  pervert  the  judgment  ;  extinguish 
the  principles  of  religion,  juftice,  truth  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  and  debafe 
their  natures  to  a  refemblanee  of  the  beads  that 
perilh  :  And,  in  a  word,  the  prevalence  of  them 
is  every  where  in  fcripture,  repreiented  as  abso¬ 
lutely  inconfifrent  with  the  chrillian  life ,  and 
dcftr uetive  of  our  heavenly  hopes .  u  Tfhis  ye 
know,  that  no  covetous  man,  who  is  an  idola¬ 
ter,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of 
Chrifl,  and  of  God.(zc)  They  that  are  after 
the  flefh  do  mind  the  things  of  the  flefh :  But 
they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of  the 
Spirit.  .  For  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death. 
Becauie  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God  : 

;  ^  ^  ^ot  fubjedt  to  the  law'  of  God,  neither 

indeed  can  be.  So  then,  they  that  are  in  the 
flcih  cannot  pleafe  God.  For  if  ve  live  after 
the  flefh  ye  fliall  die,  &c”(x) 

fv)  Eph.  v.  5.  T  Cor.  vi.  iov  Pfal.  x.  3. 

f  vy  Rom.  viii.  5 — 13.  1  John  ii.  ir,  16* 
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J  III.  Having  thus  confidered  feme  inftances 
of  a  ra/gw/M  temper  and  life,  let  us  refteSl  upon 
ourfilves ,  and  confider  what  car  di'fpofitiona 
and  practice  have  been.  Have  we  ever  experien- 
ced  luch  a  renovation  of  mind, \  as  has  given  us  a 
prevailing  biafs  of  foul  towards  God  and  Chriff 
heaven  and  hclinefs  ?  Or  are  we  the  fane  felt - 
righteous,  fenfaal,  dead  and  difaffe&ed  beings 

to  God  and  goodnefs,  that  ever  we  were? _ _ 

Have  the  glorious  perfections  of  the  adorable  God, 
and  the  relations  in  which  we  Hand  unto  Hirrr 
had  an  habitual,  practical  influence  upon  our 
tempers-  and  our  lives  ?  Or  have  we  forgotten 
God  that  formed  us,  and  lightly  efteemed  the 
Lord  jefus  thrift,  the  rock  of  our  falvation  ? 
and  neglecled  to  glorify  that  fupreme  and  tran- 
feendent  Being,  in  whofe  hand:  our  breath  is, 
whofe  are  all  our  ways  ?  Have  we  ffudied 
and  reverenced  the  holy  word  of  God,  and  made 
tnat  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  Jives  ?  or  have  we 
made  the  cufloms  and  examples  of  an  evil  world, 
or  our  own  felfifh  interefts  and  humours  the  rule 
of  all  our  conduct  ?  Have  we  lived  by  faith  on 
God,  for  all  the  fupports  and  fupplies  of  life  ? 
Or  u  nave  we  made  gold  our  hope,  and  faid  to 
•  me  gold,  thou  art  our  confidence.?”  Has  the 
a  -'rip  of  the  Almighty  been  performed  with. 

dinefs,  faith  and  conffancy,  in  our  families 

retirements  ?  or  have  we  Jived  as  without 
(  od  in  the  world,  and  call  off  His  fear,  by 
retraining  prayer  before  Him  ?  Have  the  fab - 
baths  of  the  Lord  been  honored,  reverenced  and 
delighted  in  by  us  ?  or  have  they  been  effeemed 
as  a  wearinefs  unto  us,  and  the  time  thought 
Jong,  wherein  we  were  detained  from  the  com¬ 
mon  bufinefs  and  pleafures  of  the  world  ?  Have 
we  fet  a  watch  before  the  door  of  our  lios  ?• 


Of  Religion .  1 6 1 

Has  our  converfation  been  fober,  rational,  ufe- 
ful  and  religious  ?  Have  our  hearts  been  fre- 
quently  afpiring  to  God,  by  ferious  reflection  and 
meditation ,  in  order  to  animate  and  ftrengthen 
the  life  of  God  in  our  fouls  ?  or  have  not  the 
vanity  and  folly  of  our  thoughts  and  words, 
been  too  plain  an  indication  that  a  wife  and  re¬ 
ligious  difpof  tion  of  heart,  and  temper  of  mind, 
have  been  wanting  in  us  ?  To  conclude  :  Have 
we  been  watchful  and  circumfpedf  in  our  Chrif- 
tian  courfe ;  efpecially  againft  the  predoiflmant 
flint  of  coveloufnefs  and  fenluality  ?  or  have  our 
fouls  been  buried  in  the  earth,  or  drowned  in 
carnality  ;  and  God,  Chrift  and  the  eternal 
world,  been  forgotten  and  neglected  by  us  ? 
Tliefe  are  quefltions  we  fliould  put  dole  to  our 
consciences,  while  there  is  time  and  fpace  for 
repentance  ;  before  we  are  called  to  the  prefence 
of  God,  from  whofe  judgment  there  is  no  ap¬ 
peal  ;  and  whofe  fcrutiny  into  our  hearts  and 
Jives,  will  be  more  particular  and  exa£t,  than 
any  w;e  can  enter  into  upon  ourfelves* 

§  IV . .  I  ihall  endeavor  to  remove  fome  of 
thole  prejudices  which  arife  in  the  minds  of  men 
againft  a  religious  life. 

One  is,  the-  difficulties  of  religion  \  that  the 
rules  of  it  are  too  felf-denying,  and  the  path  to 
heaven  too  narrow  to  be  comfortable  and  hap¬ 
py  :  1  o  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  there  is 
nothing  which  God  requires  but  what  is  con¬ 
ducive  to,  and  nothing  that  He  forbids,  but 
what  is  inconfiftent  w'ith  the  real  happinejs  of  a 
reafonable  creature  :  The  exceflflive  indulgence  of 
animal  appetites,  and  dilorderly  afte&iors, 
whatever  low  fatisfa&ions  they  may  oive  at 
prefent,  are  as  deflru&ive  of  the  true  peace ,  as 
they  are  of  the  purity  of  the  human  mind  5  and 
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are  thcfe  reftricHons  of  religion,  then,  fit  fubjetfs 
of  comp  amt  ?  If  our  vitiated  natures  find  feme 
lL.  1  u  es  of  lellgion  a  restraint  upon  our  in- 
chnanons,  can  we  think  that  our  appetites  and 
affections  are.always  fo  wife  and  reafonable  as 
never  to  need  a  curb  ?  Or  [hall  we  repent,  when 
we  arrive  at  the  regions  of  blifs,  that  our  labor 

laj  been  t0°  m!lchi  our  felf-denial  too  great ,  in 
order  to  attain  that  happy  fhte  ?  Surely  not. 

r  ut  there  »  really  nothing  fo  hard  in  religion, 
hut  t  grace  of  God,  and  the  habits  of  virtue 
will  make  it  eajy  to  us  ;  the  greateft  difficulties 
aie  urn  al  l  y  at  firft,  before  the  mind  is  healed  of 
its  prevailing  difteimpers  >  the  longer  we  travel 
on  in  the  paths  of  religion,  the  more  fweet  and 
uehgntful  they  become  unto  us :  As  all  the 
employments  of  life  appear  difficult,  when  we 
nrft  enter  upon  them,  why  flrould  difficulties  in 
religion  jnly,  affright  us  r  If  we  believe  God, 
and  creoi;  thofe  who  have  made  the  experiment! 
they  affure  us,  that  “  all  its  ways  are  pleafant- 
ncfs,  and  its  paths  peace, ”(y)  and  «  in  keeping 
or  them  is  great  reward.J,(z) 

If  it  be  fa-id,  that  fuch  firiffnefs  and  circum - 
fietfhn  is  more  ado  than  needs.  Let  fuch  only 
ccnfult  the  facred  word  of  God,  by  which  we 
are  to  he  judged,  and  fee  whether  u  denying 
all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  luffs,  and  Jiving  fo- 
herly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  evil 
w.orld, ^ "(a)  is  not  every  where  made  the  qualifi¬ 
cation  for  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  the  next  : 
And  then  confider,  whether  the  dark  and  de¬ 
praved  mind  of  man,  or  the  declarations  of  in¬ 
finite  redli tude,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  are  the 
ftteft  to  determine  what  fate  of  foul  is  neceflary 

for  His  own  acceptance  and  enjoyment. 

/  •••  ,  «  •*  «  •  » 


(j)  F/ov.  iji. ♦  27.  (zj  Pfol.  xix. 
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But  fome,  perhaps,  are  unwilling  to  engage  in 
the  chrflian  courfe,  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
it  may  expofe  them  to  contempt  from  others,  as  be- 
mg  fin gul ar  and  precife.  But  what,  I  pray  you, 
is  there,  that  can  merit  contempt  in  the  belief, 
reverence  and  love  of  the  God  of  heaven  and 
earth  ;  in  owning  your  dependence  upon  Him, 
and  exprefTmg  your  gratitude  to  Him,  by  hum¬ 
ble  prayer  and  praife^?  What  in  a  ftri&  regard 
to  goodnefs,  truth. and  juftice  to  man,  and  the 
government  of  your  appetites  and  palTions  t 
\  et  thefe  are  the  fubjlance  of  religion.  It  is  by 
thefe  that  you  are  afraid  of  being  made  ridicu¬ 
lous  ;  than  which,  nothing  can  more  ennoble,, 
adorn  and  blefs  human  nature.  It  was  the  ob- 
iervation  of  one  of  the  wifer  heathens,  u  That 
virtue  was  fo  beautiful,  that  if  it  could  be  ren¬ 
dered  vifible  to  the  eyes  of  man,  every  003 
would  be  in  love  with  it.”  Where  religion  is 
not  maimed  and  deformed  by  its  proreflors,  it 
commands  reverence  and  refpert  { rom  the  obfervers 
of  it.  Certain  I  am,  that  there  is  not  the  rnoft 
profligate  perfon  now  on  earth,  who  would  not 
fnortly  give  ten  thoufand  worlds,  if  fuch  lie  had 
that  his  own  life  had  been  in  every  refpedt  a: 
ftridfly  conformed  to  the  wife  and  holy  will  of 
God,  as  that  of  the  moft  diligent  obferver  of 
the  divine  precepts.  And  which  then  moft  de- 
lerves  our  regard,  the  approbation  of  God  of 
angels,  and  of  all  good  men  ;  or  the  cenfures  of 
thofe  wlio  will  foon  condemn  themfelves,  for  the 
neglect  of  what  they  now  defpife  ?  “  Whofoever 
Will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me.  For  whofo- 
ever  /hall  be  aihamed  of  me,  and  of  my  words, 
in  tins  adulterous  and  finful  generation,  of  him 
alfo  mall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed,  when  lie 
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cometh  in  the  glory  of  His  Father,  with  the 
holy  angeIsA*(£) 

§  V.  Only  let  it  be  further  obferved,  that  a: 
life  of  lerious,  practical  religion ,  is  recommend¬ 
ed  to  us  by  the  mod  weighty  confide  rations. 

I.  It  is  the  true fl  wifdom.  He  certainly  is  the 
wifejl  man,  who,  by  ferious  diligence,  and  pru¬ 
dent  forefight,  fecures  to  himfelf  the  greated 
good,  and  efcap.es  the  greated  evil.  As  heaven* 
is  better  than  ,earth,  and  eternity  longer  than 
time,  fo  much  more  wife  is  he,,  who  by  faith  in1. 
Chrid  Jefus,  and  a  conformity- to  the  preferibed 
rules  of  the  gofpel,  obtains  the  invaluable  blef- 
iings  of  it,  than  he  who  gains  the  greated  earth¬ 
ly  good.*  If  God,  the  fountain  of  wifdom,. 
is  the  proper  judge,  we  have  His  decifon  in 
thefe  words  ;  £C  Unto  man  He  faid,  Behold,  he- 
fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wifdom  ;  and  to  o,part 
from  evil,  is  undemanding/’L )  But  how  vain 
is  that  man's  presences  to  wifdom ,  how  much 
foever  he  fhines m  wealth,  wit  or  learning,  whofe 
mind  is-edranged  from  God,  and  his  eternal  fe¬ 
licity  negledted,  for  the  dream  ;  and  (hadows  of 
earthly  purfuits  and  enjoyments  ? 

2. .  A  Life  of  i  Religion  affords  the  mod  f olid 
happinefs . .  There  is  nothing  fo  much  ennobles 
and  regulates  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  crowns 
it  with  < peace  and  tranquility,  as  the  faith  and 
fear  of  God,  and  a  fupreme  affedfion  to  Him; 
areiahon  to  the  Lord  jefus  as  a  Saviour,  Sec , 

(b)  Mark  viii.  34,  38.  (c)  Job  xxviii.  28%- 

*  Eternity  depending  on  an  hour, 

Makes  lerious  thought,  man’s  unfdom,  joy  and  praife  : 

Nor  need  you  bluih  at  your  defigns  on  heaven. 

Our  1.  hemes  to  plan  by  this  world,  or  the  next. 

Is  the  lrle  oifPrence  between  the  rwtie  and  fool  j 
All  worthy  men  will  weigh  you  in  this  feale. 

Dr#  Young. 
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The  delighis  of  fincere  religion,  do  as  far  furpafs 
the  pleafures  of  the  covetous,  the  fenfual  and 
voluptuous,  as  the  pleafures  of  a  man  do  thofe 
of  the  brutes.  ]f  the  bleffed  God  is  the  rnojl 
happy  Being,  then  they  who  bear  the  nearejl  re- 
femblance  to  Him,  mud  necefiarily  be  the  mofl 
happy  creatures.  They  not  only  enjoy  the  divine 
pleafures  of  a  religious  life,  but  have  by  far  the 
trueji  comfort  of  tliofe  blefiings  they  pollefs  in 
common  with  other  men.  Religion  retrains, 
us  from  no  pleafures  which  are  confident  •with 
reaion  and  our  trueft  intereft  :  Nothing  can  af¬ 
ford  fo  much  Jupport  under  the  unavoidable  af¬ 
flictions  of  the  prelent  itate  ;  and  I  may  venture 
to  affirm,  that  even  the  penitential  forrows  of  a 
good  man,  have  more  true  fatisfadiion  in  them,, 
than  the  greateft  delights  that  the  vicious  and, 
profane  ever  enjoyed. 

3.  Laftjy,  True  religion  is  of  th t  greatejl  necef 
fity.  All  other  concerns,  compared  with  this,, 
are  but  as  the  toys  of  children,,  to  the  labours  o£ 
life.  Fills  is  “  the  one  thing  heedful,”  with¬ 
out  which,  the  end  of  man’s  creation  is  loft,  the- 
glory  of  God  in  hi*  works  is  fruftrated,  and  the* 
whole  exiftence  of  reafonable  beings  is  vain.  It 
were  infinitely  better  never  to  have  had  a  beings 
than  leave  this  world  with  the  guilt  of  fin  unpar 
doned ,  and  the  power  of  it  unfubdued.  And  it  is 
alfo  necejfary  for  fecuring  a  bidding  upon  all  our.- 
temporal  concerns.  Godlinefs  hath  the  promise  of 
this  life ,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come.(d)  If 
we  truly  ferve  God,.  He  will  certainly  blefs  us., 
Men  may  increafe  their  riches  by  other  methods,, 
but  u  the  profperity  of  fuch  fools  only  tends  to 
deftroy  them.”/ e)  And  God  can  eafily  blajl  the 
moil  vigorous  endeavours  for  this  life,  if  we 

(  *  t  inn.,  iv,  8»  (c)  Prov.  i» 
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tJie  Iove  anci  duty  we  owe  to  him.  The 
ra  csmf2  would  do  well  to  confider,  whether 
many  of  his  Ioffes  and  decays  may  not  be  the 
chajtifement  of  his  neglect  of  thefe  important 
Concerns. 

1  his  commandment  which  I  command 
thee  this  day,  is  not  hidden  from  thee. — But  the 
woid  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mourn  and 

^ lyr  heart>  ^10u  rnayett  do  it. — See,  I  have 

et  e*ore  thee  this  day  life  and  good,  death  and 
ef  that  I  command  thee  this  day  to  love 

the  Lord  thy  God  to  walk  in  his  ways  and  to 
Keep  his  commandments,  his  ftatutes  and  his 
judgments,  that  thou  mayefi:  live  \  and  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  may  biefs  thee.  But  if  thine 
heart  turn  away ,  fo  that  thou  wilt  not  hear,  I 
denounce  unto  you  this  day  that  ye  fhali  furely 
penfh.  1  caJi  heaven  and  earth  to  record  this 
day  againft  you,  that  I  have  fet  before  you  life 
and  death,  bleffing  and  curling. :  Therefore  chufe 
life  that  thou  and  thy  feed  may  live,  &cf  Dent, 
xxx.  11  —  20. 


a  The  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  faith,  Them  that 
honor  me,  I  will  honor,  and  they  that  delpife  me 
be  lightly  adeemed,  i  Sam.  ii.  30. 

.  Only  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve  him  in  truth 
with  all  your  heart ;  for  confider  how  great 
things  he  hath  done  for  you.  But  if  ye  fhali 
hdl  do  wickedly ,  ye  fhali  be  confutned,  1  Sam . 

24,  25. 

“  Thou  haft  Ihewed  unto  thy  fervant  David 
great  mercy,  according  as  he  walked  before  thee 
in  truth  and  in  right eou fiefs,  and  in  uprigbtnefs  of 
heart  with  thee,  1  Kings  iii.  6. 

“  Blcffed  are  they  that  keep  his  teflimonies,  and 
tiiat  feek  him  with  the  whole  heart.  Thou  haft 
commanded  us  to  keep  thy  precepts  diligently* 
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I  have  rejoiced  in  the  way  of  thy  tejlimonies  as 
much  as  in  all  riches.  Depart  from  me,  ye  evil 
doers,  for  I  will  keep  the  commandments  of  my 
God.  Salvation  is  far  from  the  wicked,  for 
they  feeh  not  thy  ftatut.es.  Lord,  I  have  hoped 
for  thy  falvatioti ,  and  done  thy  commandments ,  lAc* 
P/&/.  cxix.  2,  4,  14,  1 1 5,  155,  166. 

cc  In  the  way  of  righUoufnefs  is  life,  and  in 
the  path- way  thereof  is  no  death,  Prov.  xii.  28. 

cc  Whofo  defpifetb  the  word  (hall  be  deliroyed: 
But  he  that  feareth  the  commandment  fhall  be  re^ 
warded,  Prov.  xii i.  13. 

“  Now  alfo  the  ax  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the 
trees  :  Therefore  every  tree  which  bringeth  not 
forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  call:  into  the 
fire.  His  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will 
throughly  purge  his  floor,  and  gather  his  wheat 
into  the  garner  :  But  he  will  burn  up  the  chaff 
with  unquenchable  fire,  Matt.  iii.  10,  12. 

“  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord, 
Lord,  fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  : 
But  he  that  doth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is 
ip  heaven,  Matt .  vii.  21. 

“  Then  faid  they  pnto  him,  what  fhall  we 
do,  that  we  might  work  the  works  of  God  ? 
Jefus  faid  unto  them,  This  is  the  work  of  God, 
that  ye  believe  on  hi?n  whom  he  hath  fent,  John 
vi.  28,  29.  1  John  iii.  23. 

Herein  do  I  exercife  rnyfelf,  to  have  always 
a  confcience  void  of  offence  toward  God,  and  to¬ 
ward  man,  Adis  xxiv.  16. 

“  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in  thofe  things 
whereof  ye  are  now  alhamed  ?  for  the  end  of 
thofe  things  is  death.  But  now  being  made 
free  from  fin,  and  become  fervants  to  God,  ye 
have  your  fruit  unto  bolinefs,  and  the  end  ever- 
laiting  life.  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death  , 
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^ft  ofTGod  is  eter:ial  life,  through 
Jefus  Lhrift  our  Lord,  Rom.  vi.  21 _ 2?.  ^ 

f.  “■  1  hVS  fke  j’1,11  of  God>  even  your  'fanai- 
fication.  For  God  hath  not  called  us  unto  un- 
cleannefs,  but  unto  holinefs,  i  Theff  iv  9  <? 

“  Looking  for  that  bleffed  hope,  and  the 
glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our 
■saviour  Jefus  Chrijl^ :  Who  gave  himfelf  for  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 

puufy  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works,  Tit.  ii.  13,  r4. 

He  fuffered.  And  being  made  perfeff,  he 
became  the  Author  of  eternal  falvation  unto  all 
t  ft  era  that  obey  him ,  Heb.  v.  8,  9. 

“  Fol,ow  Peace  with  all  men,  and  holinefs. 
■Without  which  no  man  (hail  fee  the  Lord. 
Looking  diligently,  left  any  man  fail  of  the 
grace  of  God,  & c.  Heb.  xii.  14,  15. 

.  <v  The  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief 
sn  the  night,  in  which  the  heavens  {hall  pa fs 
away  with  a  great  noife,  Sec.  Seeing  then  that 
all  thefe  things  fhalTbe  dffiblved,  what  manner 
of  perfons  ougnt  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation 
and  godlinefs  ?  2  Pet.  iii.  10,  n,” 
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Of  leaving  our  Callings. 

Of  leaving  our  callings .  Confederation  to 
be  ujed  therein . — Cafes  wherein  it  may  he 
allowable .  When  fuperior  authority  re¬ 
quires  it. — When  perfons  are  totally  dif- 
ahled  by  the  infirmities  of  body  or  mind , 
— When  unfur  mount  able  difficulties  at¬ 
tend  them — Or  age  obliges  ,  or  eft  ate 
enables  us  fo  to  do. — Preparednefs  for 
death  ur#ed>  in  perfon  and  eft  ate* 

WE  come  in  the  laft  place  to  confider  in 
what  cafes  it  is  allowable  and  fit  for  per¬ 
sons  to  leave  their  callings.  Neceffary  and  im¬ 
portant  occa lions  may  detain  or  divert  the 
I  radefman  from  his  bufinefs,  as  the  reftoration 
of  his  health,  and  various  other  occurrences 
which  happen  in  life  ;  or  he  may,  for  wife  rea* 
fons,  contract  his  trade,  and  lefien  the  cares  and 
iabouis  that  attend  it  :  But  what  I  mean,  is  the 
wholly  forfeaking  of  bufinefs  ;  which  is  a  great 
and  important  affair,  and  fhould  never  be  done 
without  due  confideration  and  advice.  Prefent 
impulfes ,  or  the  tolerable  inconveniences  of  trade 
can  never  juffify  fuch  a  conduct,  unlefs  the 
rides  ot  wiidom  and  prudence  concur.  How 
tar  wealth,  or  the  love  of  a  retired  life  may  juf- 
tffy  it,  was  confidered  in  the  fife  part  of  this 

r  i  •  *Y°me  cafes>  no  cloubt,  it  is  allowable, 
ot  which  I  apprehend  are  thefe  that  follow. 

P  • 
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i  ft,  When  fuperior  authority  requires  it.  Thus 
a  wife  may  allowably  forfake  the  calling  where¬ 
in  (he  has  been  educated,  when  her  hufband 
finds  any  confiderable  inconveniences  therein, 
or  needs  her  afilffance  fome  other  way.  The 
fubjeft)  being  called  and  advanced  to  fome  place 
of  honorable  employment  and  trufl:  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  may  .lawfully  leave  his  former  calling, 
becaufe  this  is  fuppofed  to  tend  more  to  the 
public  good.  In  like  manner,  when  perfons  are 
put  under  rejlraint  or  confinement ,  either  by  the 
magiftrate,  or  by  the  fuit  of  an  adverfary,  he  is 
fo  long  at  leaf!:  difcharged  from  his  former  call¬ 
ing,  and  poflibly  rendered  incapable  thereby, 
from  ever  following  it  again. 

2d,  When  perfons  are  totally  difabled  by  the 
infirmities  of  body  or  mind.  It  is  not  every  dif- 
temper  or  pain  of  body ,  which  will  juftify  the 
deferring  our  Nations  in  life  ;  for  difeafes  are  in¬ 
separable  from  fome  conftitutions,  and  from 
fome  callings  too  :  And  confidering  the  curious 
frame  of  the  bodies  of  men,  and  the  irregulari¬ 
ties  of  their  appetites  and  paflions  ;  we  have 
more  caufe  to  admire  at  one  day’s  vigour  and 
health,  than  a  hundred  days’  ficknefs  and  pain  : 
But  the  aged  or  infirm  Tradefman  may,  like 
the  pilot  in  the  fhip,  be  ferviceable  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  by  his  advice  and  direction ,  when  he  can~ 
not  employ  his  active  powers  of  ftrength  and  la¬ 
bor.  That  difability  only  releafes  the  T  radef- 
man  from  his  calling  which  renders  him  incapa¬ 
ble  of  following  it  to  thofie  ends  for  which  they  are 
managed :  When  his  body  fuffers  on  the  one 
hand,  and  his  employment  on  the  other,  and 
there  is  no  rational  profpea  of  being  retlored  to 
a  capacity  for  it :  In.  this  cafe,  God,  by  his  pro¬ 
vidence,  releafes  him  from  his  calling,  it  becomes 


Of  leaving  our  Callings .  171  ' 

a  neceffary  Ceffation,  and  not  a  criminal  indul¬ 
gence.  Let  the  younger  Tradefman  confider  this, 
and  be  provident  for  the  future  ;  let  him  not 
fpend  his  income  as  faft  as  it  arifes,  but  in  de¬ 
pendence  upon  the  divine  providence,  and  in  a 
prudent  and  charitable  ufe  of  what  he  poffeffes  ; 
let  him  remember  the  days  of  evil ,  for  they  may 
be  many  :  Particularly  let  him  be  watchful 
againft  that  intemperance  and  vice,  which  ruins 
both  health  and  fubfance  too. 

3d,  Incapacity  of  mind ,  may  alfo  difcharge 
perfons  from  their  ftations  and  callings.  Not 
that  every  trouble  of  mind,  or  melancholy  hu¬ 
mour,  will  excufe  us  from  attending  to  the  pro¬ 
per  bufinefs  of  life  :  The  means  muft  be  ufed., 
and  remedies  applied  ;  the  divine  and  the  phy- 
lician  confulted,  and,  it  may  be,  no  remedy  is 
more  fuccefsful  for  the  cure  (under  the  bleffing 
of  heaven)  than  an  hone  ft  diligence  in  our  call¬ 
ings.  But  when  reafon  is  utterly  clouded ,  or  the 
faculties  fo  enfeebled,  that  there  is  no  profpeft  of 
future  capacity,  that  is  a  fufficient  difcharge. 
Since  this  is  an  affli&ion  fo  grievous  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  and  hurtful  in  its  confequences,  let  the 
Tradefman  beware  of  thofe  things  which  intro¬ 
duce  it.^  Subdue  high  pajfions ,  either  of  love, 
anger  or  fear.  Provoke  not  God  and  confcience, 
by  violations  of.  truth,  juftice  and  religion  ;  Be¬ 
ware  of  worldly  forrow  ;  pore  not  upon  Ioffes  and 
di (appointments  :  Grafp  not  at  more  bufinefs  than 
your  minds  or  circumftances  can  bear  :  Abufe  not 
your  parts,  nor  meddle  with  abfrufe  )} peculations , 
or  things  that  are  too  high  tor  you  ;  but  be 
humble.  Maintain  an  innocent  chearfulnefs  in  eve¬ 
ry  condition  •,  labour  to  infure  to  yourfelves  the* 
comforts  of  religion  ;  and  habituate  yourfelves  to 
temperance  and  exercife  of  body,  and  you  will 
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be  fare  from  this  calamity,  which  renders  Co 

many  a  terror  to  themfelves,  and  a  grief  to  all 
around  them. 

4th,  When  misfortunes .  in  trade  have  rendered 
them  mcapable  of  being  carried  on.L  It  is  not 
every  kfs  or  abatement  of  trade  or  fubftance,  that 
will  judify  the of  our  callings;  many 
have  been  reduced  to  a,  very  low  ebb,  who,  by 
the  bleffing  of  providence,,  and  their  own  care 

and  induftry,  have  recovered  themfelves,  and. 
made  confiderable  acquifitions.  of  eflate :  But 
when  bufinefs  requires  that  fubft.ance  to  carry 
it  on,  which  by  l.offes  and  other  occurrences  we- 
ar c 'difpojfejfed  of  and  the  maintenance  of  our 
callings. oblige  us  to  contra#  debts,  which  we 
are  unlikely  to  repay ,  juftice  and  prudence  require 
the  cefiation  from  them.  In  thefe  cafes,  a  per- 
fon  does  not  properly  leave  his  calling,  but  his 
calling  leaves  him.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
it  becomes  a  d  radefman  to  review  his  pafi  beha¬ 
viour,  and  fee,  whether  £  criminal  negle#  of 
God,  inj'uftice  and  oppreffion  of  others,  or  fome 
finful  indulgences,  or  extravagance,  has  *  not 
procured  this  evil  to  him  ;  left  thofe  fins  which 
have  driven  him  from  his  Jhop ,  exclude  him 
from  heaven  alfo. 

5th,  Tradefmen  may  allowably  leave  their 
callings ^  when  a  confiderable  degree  of  age  and 
ejfate  inclines  and  capacitates  them  fo  to  do.  It 
is  not  only  lawful,  but  becoming  in  thofe  who 
are  advanced  in  wealthy  and  declining  in  years ,  to 
make  room  for  the  increafe  of  younger  Tradef- 
men  ;  and  not  like  aged  trees,  Hand  to  obftru# 
the  growth  of  thofe  below  them  :  An  increafing 
fove  of  wealth,  in  the  decline  of  life,  is  a  fight 
{hocking  to  human  nature.*  But  then  the  re- 

O 


*  Tottering  o’er  the  grave, 

Shall  we,  /hall  aged  men,  like  aged  trees. 
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tired  Tradefman  fhould  remember,  tlfat  though 
he  is  difcharged  from  the  fatigues  of  life,  he  is 
not  fo  from  the  duties  of  it.  His  leifure  fhould 
be  employed  in  preparing  his  mind  for  another 
ftate,  in  atfts  of  benevolence  and  kindnefs  to 
-  others  ;  in  pointing  out  to  younger  perfons  the 
paths  of  virtue  and  profperity,  and  not  ufed  on¬ 
ly  as  an  indulgence  to  floth  and  fenfuality  ;  left 
he  come  under  the  charatfter  of  the  fool^  who 
“  faid  to  his  foul,  thou  haft  much  goods  laid  up 
for  many  years  and  knew  no  other  ufe  of 
them  than  to  “  eat,  drink  and  be  merry  f  in- 
ftead  of  being  rich  towards  Go d.(b) 

5th,  Laftly,  We  are  all  difcharged  from  the 
bufmefs  and  employments  of  life,  by  death .  This 
puts  an  end  to  all  our  cares  and  labours  ;  u  Our 
breath  goeth  forth,  we  return  to  the  earth,  and 
in  that  very  day  all  our  thoughts  and  concerns  for 
this  Ufe  perifh.’Y^  This  day  will  furely  come, 
arid  it  often  comes  when  it  is  leaft  expetfted. 
Therefore  let  the  Tradefman  be  advifed,  to  fet 
his  foul  in  order  for  it.  What  madnefs  and  fol¬ 
ly  is  it  to  live  unconcernedly  in  a  condition, 
which  we  know  not  but  the  next  day  or  hour, 
may  introduce  us  into  inevitable  mifery  and  des¬ 
truction  !  What  fenfelefs  ftupidfty  has  feized 
the  minds  of  finners,  that  they  can  ftand  fecure 
on  the  brink  of  fuch  a  precipice  !  For  to  ufe  the 
words  of  an  eminent  divine ,  “/When  God  hath 
been  pleafed,  in  infinite  mercy,  fo  clearly  to  re¬ 
veal  the  happinefs  of  ^heaven,  and  the  miferie& 


Strike  deeper  their  bafe  root,  and  elofer  cling, 

Still  more  enamour’d  of  this  wretched  foil  ? 

Shall  our  pale  withered  hands,  be  ftretch  ’d  out  ftil!, 
Trembling  at  once  with  eagernefs  and  age  ? 

With  av’rice,  and  convullions,  grafping  hard  ? 
Grafping  at  air  !  for  what  hath  eartn  befide  ? 


( b )  Luke  xii.  19, 


Night  *Thovpl  ts. 
(r)  Plul.  cxlvi.  a. 
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of  hell ;  if  men  were  not  amazingly  ftupified  bv 
fin,  they  could  never  poffefs  a  moment’s  eafe 
until  they  had  fome  comfortable  certainty  of  en¬ 
joying  the  one,  and  efcaping  the  other.  How 
can  perfons  preferve  their  minds  from  terror  and 
amazement,  when  they  think  of  a  juft  and  holy 
God,  and  know  not  but  He  is  their  enemy  ? 
How  can  they  open  the  Bible  with  comfort, 
when  they  know  not  but  they  read  their  own 
condemnation  in  every  page  ?  One  would  think, 
that  the  uncertainty  of  their  own  falvation, 
fhould  keep  them  waking ,  or  amaze  them  in 
dreams ,  and  difturb  their  feep  ;  when  they  know 
not,  if  they  fhut  their  eyes,  but  they  may  awake 
in  torments  :  And  that  the  profpedf  of  death  and 
judgment,  as  near  and  fure^  ftiould  fill  them 
with  horror  and  aftonifhment.  Indeed,  if  the 
uncertainty  was  conftrained,  or  the  cafe  reme*- 
dileis,  it  muft  then  be  borne  as  other  unavoida¬ 
ble  evils  are  ^  but  when  the  kind  offers  of  mercy 
and  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift  are  made  to  re¬ 
penting  and  believing  finners  ;  and  the  characters 
of  thofe  who  are  in  a  ftate  of  falvation  or  con¬ 
demnation,  are  fo  plainly  deferibed  in  the  gofpel, 
that  if  men  would  with  ferioufnefs  firft  fearch 
t  he  jeriptures ,  and  then  faithfully  examine  thefr 
own  hearts  by  them,  they  might  fee  which  ftate 
they  belong  unto  ;  nothing  but  unaccountable 
ftupidity,  can  caufe  perfons  to  live  negligent  of 
their  great  concern,  or  content  themfelves  in 
uncertainty  of  the  awful  confequences  of  death.” 
Never  reft,  therefore,  until  your  peace  be  made 
with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  your 
heart  purified  from  every  corrupt  affe&ion,  by 
his  Spirit  of  grace,  and  then  death  may  be  view¬ 
ed  with  peace,  and  embraced  with  joy. 
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And  to  conclude,  the  fame  profpefl  of  deaths 
and  uncertainty  of  life,  ihould  induce  every  con- 
iiderate  Tradefman  to  fet  his  houfe  in  order. .  Let 
your  books,  and  accounts  be  kept  as  clear  and 
even  as  may  be  ;  fuffer  not  long  reckonings  to 
lie  dormant  between  yctUifeif. and  others;  for 
thefe  will  prove  very  trouble fome,  or,  it  may  be, 
very  prejudicial  to  thofe  you  leave  behind  :  And 
after  you  have  computed,  as  near  as  may  be, 
the  true  value' of  your  edates,  make  your  .  JVill. 
.Death  will  be  more  eafy,  but  not  a  minute  the 
nearer  for  doing  this.  After  you  have  fettled  a 
reafonable  portion  upon  your  wifeand  children, 
it  God  has  fo  far  bleded  you,  let  your  poor  rela¬ 
tions  be  remembered  by  you  ;  and  forget  not  to 
acknowledge  the  goodnefs  of  divine  providence, 
by  dedicating  fome  part  of  your  gains  to  pious 
and  charitable  ufes ;  this,  if  it  is  done  from  a 
principle  of  faith  and  love,  will  be  the  bed  means 
to  entail  a  bleding  upon  what  you  leave  to  your 
poderity.  Being  thus  prepared  by  internal  piety 
and  external  prudence,  death  may  be  expe&ed,  but 
need  not  be  feared  :  You  may  then  chearfully 
ieave  your  calling  on  earth,  to  receive  cc  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God,  in  Chrift  Je- 

fus  our  Lord.  1  o  whom  be  glory  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 

“  O  that  they  were  wife,  that  they  underdood 
this,  that  they  would  confider  their  latter  end. , 
Deut.  xxxii.  29. 

If  a  man  die,  (hall  he  live  again  ?  All  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  J  wait  till  my 
change  come,  Job  xiv.  14.  J 

“  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it 
with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  know¬ 
ledge,  nor  device,  nor  wifdom  in  the  grave  whi¬ 
ther  thou  goed,  Eccltf  ix.  io« 
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a  In  thofe  days  was  Hezekiah  Tick  unto 
death  ;  and  Ifaiah  the  prophet  came  unto  him, 
and  (aid,  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  fet  thine  houfe  in 
order ,  for  thou  (halt  die,  and  not  live,  Ifa . 
xxxviii.  i. 

u  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  and  the  time 
of  my  departure  is  at  hand .  1  have  fought  a 

good  light,  I  have  finhhed  my  couffe,  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  Judge,  fhall  give  to  me  at  that 
day,  and  to  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing ,  2 
Tim.  iv,  7. 

<c  BlefTed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord, 
from  henceforth  :  Yea,  faith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  thein ,  Rev.  xiv,  13. 
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Shewing  the  only  way.  to  obtain  power  for 
Cbrtftian  duties ,  or  the  necefjity  of  a 
change  of  fate  and  nature ,  before  we 
can  acceptably  feme  God,  and 
\  ' ’  practice  the  precepts  of 
,  Religion . 

(i)TT  is  the  common . error  of  many,  when  • 
their  conferences  are  convinced  of  the 
excellency  (and  neceihty  of  chridian  dimes,  to  S 
rufh  immediately  upon  the  practice  of  them  iri 
their  own  flrength  and  natural  fate  ;  and  not  at-  * 
tending  to  the  method  and  order,  which 'the  in-  4 
finite  wifdom  and  mercy  of  God  have  e  dab!  idled 
in  the  gofpel  for  obtaining  holinefs-  and  happi- 
nefs  through  Chfid  Jefus,  they  often  labour 
long  and  zealoufly  in  religion  without  ejftft* 
Whereas  until  the  perfons  of  tinners  are  reconciled 
to  God,  and  ju fifed  by  his  grace  through  Jefus- 
Chrid ;  and  then  by  virtue  of  union  to  the  Lord 
Jefus  and  faith  in  him,  they  derive  from  him  - 
the  Spirit  of  life  and  holinefs,  it  is  impoflible 
they  lhould  pleafe  God,  or  find  acceptance  with 
him,  Ronu  v,  i*  John  xv,  5.  For,  id  (as  was 
before  abferved)  our  natural  date  is  a  date  of 
enmity  again/}  God,  and  is  not  fuljeft  to  Plis  holy 
and  fpiritual  government,  neither  indeed  can  he , 
Rom.  viii,  6 — 8.  And  there  is  an  evil  inclination 
m  us  by  nature  which  tendeth  powerfully  to  ii n > ' 
fnhduing  and  captivating  us  to  the  love  and  prae- ... 
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:  tice  of  it,  Rom .  vii,  20 — 23.  Infomuch  that 
we  muft  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  before  we  can  live 
a  fpiritual  life,  John  iii,  3—6.  And  be  created 
again  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  before 
we  can  have  power  to  perform  them,  Eph .  ii,  10. 
2d,  While  we  remain  in  our  natural  ftate,  we 
are  under  the  curfe  of  God  for  all  our  fins,  John 
iii,  18.  Eph .  ii,  3.  The  benefit  of  remiflion  of 
fins,  and  freedom  from  condemnation,  is  not 
given  unto  us  in  our  unrenewed  ftate,  but  only 

l  |h  Chrift  Jefus,  through  faith  in  Him ,  Rom.  viii, 
i.  Eph .  i,  7.  How  can  we  imagine,  therefore,  to 
lubdue  fin,  and  practice  holinefs,  while  God  is 
again fl  us,  and  curfeth  us  ?  3d,  As  we  are  by 
nature  children  of  wrath,  fo  we  are  under  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  devil ;  that  evil  fpirit, 
who  fecretly  worketh  and  ruleth  in  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  _  of  difob edience ,  Eph.  ii,  2—5,  from  which 
fpiritual  bondage  and  captivity  we  are  only  deli¬ 
vered  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  through  faith. 
Ash  xxvi,  18.  .  * 


.  So  that  if  you  aim  at  pleafing  God,  or  obey¬ 
ing  His  will,  without  firft  feeking  juftifica- 
tien  by  Chrift’s  precious  blood  and  righteoufnefs , 
and  fan£lification  by  his  holy  Spirit ,  you  will  find 
both  wind  and  tide  againft  you.  Your  corrup¬ 
ted  natures,  guilty  confciences,  and  Satan’s  pow¬ 
er  and  malice,  will  certainly  defeat  and  bring  t& 
nought  all  your  purpofes  and  attempts  to  love 
God  and  ferve  him  in  fincerity  and  truth,  Luke 
xiii,  24. 

This  glorious  privilege  of fellowjhip  with  Chrift 
Jefus,  whereby  believers  are  enabled  to  perform 
acceptable  obedience  to  God,  is  moft  freely  offer- 
ed  to  all  finners  of  mankind,  who,  fenfible  of 
their  neceflitous ,  helplefs  and  loft  ftate  and  conditi¬ 
on  in  themfelves,  are  fincerely  willing  to  re- 
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ceive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  their  only  and 
all-fufficient  Saviour,  and  all-wife  Difpofer  and 
Governor,  Ifa .  lv,  1 — 5.  John  vi,  37 — 40.  If 
you  thus  feek  to  pleafe  God  through  faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  (in  the  diligent  Ufe  of  the  means 
of  grace)  hoping  for  all  wifdom  and  ftrength  only 
from  him ,  1  Cor.  i,  29.  Truft,  afturedly,  that 
he  will  enable  you  to  do  every  thing  that  is  necef- 
fary  for  his  glory  and  your  own  happinefs  ;  par¬ 
doning  your  failings,  and  comforting  your  hearts 
by  his  love  and  grace,  1  Cor.  i,  7 — 9.  Gal.  v,  17* 

(2)  When  you  have  done  all  you  can  in  the  fer- 
yice  of  God,  be  fure  to  look  for  falvation  and  hap¬ 
pinefs  only  as  the  free  gift  of  God’s  grace  in  Chrift 
Jefus  ;  and  not  as  ?nerited  or  defirved  by  your  obe¬ 
dience, }  Rom.  iii,  24 — 28.  Gal.  iii,  18,  22.  Thofe 
who  endeavour  (either  in  whole  or  in  part)  to 
procure  for  themfelves  a  right  to  falvation  and 
eternal  life,  by  their  obedience  to  God’s  com¬ 
mands,  do  feek  falvation  by  the  works  of  the  law ^ 
and  not  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  will  ne¬ 
ver  obtain  It  by  thefe  means  :  For  this  is  a  great 
and  fundamental  error  in  religion,  deftroying  the^ 
fouls  of  men,  Lukexviii^  9 — 14.  Gal.  iii,  10—^12. 
For,  1.  It  directly  oppofes  the  defign  of  God  in 
man’s  falvation,  which  is  to  glorify  his  own  free 
mercy  and  rich  grace  in  Chrift  Jefus,  Eph.  ii,  9. 
2.  It  makes  void  the  precious  facrifce  and  jujlify - 
ing  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Who- 
foever  thus  feek  to  be  juftified  by  the  law ,  they 
are  fallen  from  grace ;  Chrift  is  become  of  no 
effett  unto  them,  and  profteth  them  nothings  Gah 
v,  2,  4.  iii,  11 — 22. 

3.  Depending  on  our  own  obedience  for  fal¬ 
vation,  is  a  very  Jinful \  as  well  as  a  fruitlefs  con¬ 
fidence.  It  is  defpifmg  and  contraditting  all  the 
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infinite  perfections  of  God  difplayed  in  mar* 

reenverv.  Hie  nl^-: -  -  J  ~ 
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p  ^.  ®very-  His_  glorious  mercy,  unfearchable 
m  W'Wotn,  awfui  juftice,  &c.  Horn,  iii ,21—26.  It 
m  1S  contemning  thc  authority  of  God,  who  com- 
p  marids  us  to  believe  tn  the  name  of  the  Lord  Icfus 
|.  thrift,  that  we  may  be  faved,  1  John  iii,  2?.  It 
I;  is  denying  the  truth  of  God,  in  not  believing  the 
:,:record  which  He  hath  given  us  of  eternal  life  in 
>  his  Son,  1  John  v,  10,  ij.  It  is  trampling  up¬ 
on  the  unfearchable '  riches  of  the  Redeemer’s  love 
and  goodnefs  in  his  great  undertaking;  and  fet- 
ting  up  our  own  perverfie  wills  and  foolijh  conceits 
in  opposition  to  the  counfcl  of  God. 

“  Pl  everY  one  be  perfuaded,  therefore  (as  thev 
value  their  prefent  comfort  and  everlafting  hap- 

pinefs)  to  feck  for  falvation  and  holinefs  in  this 
way  of  faith  and  filf  denials  receiving  them  as 
the  free  gift  of  God  in  thrift  Jefus.  By  faith 
.  p)  ing  hoid  on  the  infinite  grace,  mercy  and  pow- 
§j|r  of  the  Lord  Jefus  thrift,  to  juflify  and  fault  i- 
them .  Which  hath  this  excellent  property, 
it  is  a  fire ,  and  effectually  powerful ,  eof  and 
•Sp§ ^comfortable  way  to  all  holinefs  and  happinefs  ; 
being  preferred  by  the  unfearchable  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  God  himfelf.  All  other  ways  being 
|||p;|j!'eak  anci  infiifficient ;  ftrengthening  rather  than 
fubduing  fin ,  and  ending  in  defpair.  And  thus 
filing-,  you  will  he  bleJJ'ed  for  ever.  Amen. 
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